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a coup 

By-Edward Mortimer 
ANKARA—Elections, not 
a aliHtary coup, would be 
thfc right solution to Tur¬ 
key's political crisis, 
^according to President 
Spleyman Demirel. 

- Mr Demirel. twice 
deposed as prime minister 
by the armed forces in 
1971 and 1980. said this 
week there was no reason 
to fear another coup. But 
he went on. in an interview 
with the Financial Times, 
to give what sounded like a 
warning to the army not to 
stage one. And he lamented 
that the constitution does 
not give him power to dis¬ 
solve parliament. "I would 

do it now," he said, 
because the behavior of 
politicians in the present 
parliament was “degrading 
democracy". 

As the president spoke, 
the uneasy stand-off con¬ 
tinued between the army 
and the Islamist prime min¬ 
ister. Mr Necmettin Erba¬ 
kan. On Monday Mr Erba¬ 
kan had to preside over a 
special session of the 
Supreme Military Council , 
and countersign orders dis¬ 
missing a number of army ! 
officers accused of harbor- 
mg political views broadly i 
similar to his own. j 

The government, which 
narrowly survived a parlia¬ 
mentary' challenge last 
week, "has since suffered 
further defections from its 
secular component, the 
True Path party, whose 
leader, deputy prime nunis 5 - 
ter and foreign minister 
Mrs Tansu Ciller, faces a 
spreading revolt against her 
leadership. 

The two parties are 
unlikely to reach agree¬ 
ment on an extension ot 
compulsory state educa¬ 
tion. which the armed 
force!: have demanded to 
counter the influence ot 
religious schools, an issue 
which is hound to come up 
again on Saturday when 
political and military lead¬ 
ers meeu under Mr Deim- 
rel's chairmanship, in the 
National Security Council. 

In the interview. Mr 

Demirel defended the 
council’s role, claiming- 
-When soldiers sn there 
they are not soldiers any 

more" The government 

would hove no excuse d 
not implementing 'ts rec- 
ommendonons. he sad. 
since senior mmisteR 
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Government and JPA 
meet, but neither is in a 
mood for compromise 


Egyptian-Israeli summit 
restores measure of 
civility, hope 


By Raed AI Abed 

5/or Stc$ Writer 
TENSION BETWEEN the 
govern mem and the press body 
has eased after the two sides 
held talks Monday to discuss 
repercussions of the new press 
law, which the government had 
issued last week. Both sides 
said the crisis had ended but it 
was not clear yei what the next 
move will be. The Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) insists on 
changing or suspending some 
articles in the amended law 
while the government says the 
only party authorized to do that 
will be the new parliament. 

Drastic amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publication 
Law were imposed unilaterally 
by the government through a 
temporary law last week. 

• The new law sparked pro¬ 
tests from various sides inside 
and outside Jordan. The JPA 
and the rest of the country's 13 
professional associations and 
11 opposition parties and 
human. rights organizations 
considered the new Taw. which 
was ratified by a Royal Decree, 
as a setback to the democratic 
process. 

But while the heads of most 
professional unions' opted to 
challenge the government 
through extreme measures, 
including mass resignations by 
the heads of these unions, the 
JPA preferred to initiate dia¬ 
logue with the government. 
JPA President Mr Saif AI 
Sharif described his meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdel 
Sal am AI Majah Monday as 
“positive" and added that the 
prime minister “understood our 
demands and we understand 
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Bv Barton Gellman 
SHARM EL SHEIKH. 
Egypt—An Egyptian-Israeli 
summit meeting at this sea¬ 
side resort restored a measure 
of civility and even warmth 
Tuesday hetween President 
Hosni Mubarak and Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
but found no bridge for 
Netanyahu's gaping differ¬ 
ences with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

Mubarak, who recently 
questioned Netanyahu's good 
faith and helped lead Arab 
efforts to ostracize his gov¬ 
ernment. hosted the Israeli 
premier amiably Tuesday and 
a\nidcd any hint of publie 
criticism. A shared conflu¬ 
ence of interests in repairing 
Ir.iyed ties, each for foreign- 
policy reasons of his own. 
brought an atmosphere in 
which Mubarak escorted his 
guest to a balcony overlook¬ 
ing Red Sen eorai reels and. 
with him. waved to Italian 



Mubarak and Netanyahu during their meeting at Sharm 
El Sheikh Tuesday 


tourists on the beach. 

Beneath the scenes of cam¬ 
araderie. the Isrncli- 
Palcstinian peace talks that 
Mubarak sought in mediate 
remained in their worst sus¬ 
tained crisis since the 1991 
Madrid conference at which 


they began. 

Mubarak twice telephoned 
Arafat Tuesday in update him 
on his talks with the Israeli 
leader, hut aides .aid Arafat is 
flatly rejecting any cmnpro- 

Continued on page 2 


JPA council members meet Prime Minister Mqjali on Monday 


the reasons behind releasing 
such a law.” However Mr AI 
Sharif stressed that “it was 
unreasonable to ignore the 
Press Association." 

The outcome of the meeting 
sent positive signals as the JPA 
will submit a memo which will 
include suggested amendments 
to the new law. The premier 
promised to study these clarifi¬ 
cations, at the same time he 
refused the Association's sug¬ 
gestion to freeze some articles 
in the new law. 

Mr Majali promised Mr 
Sharif and the nine-member 
council of the association that 
wbile he ought not freeze the 
law, the government might not 


activate some of its articles. 

Mr Sharif believes that the 
crisis will not be over until the 
government adopts the sug¬ 
gested amendments of the 
association. 

But the government spokes¬ 
man says "the crisis was over a 
long time ago.” Mr Saniir 
Mutawa. minister of state for 
information affairs, told report¬ 
ers after Monday's meeting that 
the government was open to 
discussion with the press body. 
They suggested a memo and 
we welcomed that." he said. 

The general assembly of the 
JPA will hold a meeting on 6 
June to discuss the new law and 
to come up with a proper course 


,»f action. Some journalj>ts 
expressed tears that the got em¬ 
inent might use it*. influence 
inside ihe 3111)-member body 
through the estimated 1 (HI 
members of the suic-owncd 
Petra News Agency. They also 
suy the government nuy exert 
pressure mi JPA's members 
who work lor AI Hui daily, 
since the government gm t’n 
keep its 63 percent equity 
shares under the new law. 

The manner with which ihe 
government has dealt with the 
press law has triggered react mil 
from opposition parties and 
professional associations, who 

Continued on page 2 


Palestinians fighting 
battle for liberties with 
own government 


Dakamseh pleads not guilty as trial opens 


AMMAN (Star)—Corporal 
Ahmed Dakamseh, who is 
accused of gunning down 
seven Israeli schoolgirls on 13 
March in Baqoura area, has 
pleaded not guilty before a 
panel of five militaiy judges 
who presided over his trial as it 
opened on Tuesday. 

He could face the death pen¬ 
alty if convicted on charges 
that include p re meditated mur¬ 
der. attempted murder, using a 
weapon and disobeying orders. 

Dakamseh’s lawyers main¬ 
tain that he attacked the school¬ 
girls to protect his military 
honor. 

The military prosecutor has 
submitted an indictment sheet 
that accused Dakamseh of care¬ 
fully planning (he murder. 


One of Dakamseh's lawyers. 
Ahmed AI Najdawi. protested 
against certain phrases in the 
indictment sheet that were read 
in court alleging that the defen¬ 
dant had made sexual remarks 
about one of the girls and was 
sexually aroused by their pres¬ 
ence. He also objected to prose¬ 
cutor's motion to hear a number 
of Israeli witnesses. Another 
lawyer. President of the Bar 
Association Hussein Mjali. 
called on the presiding judge 
Brigadier \ General Ma'raoun 
Khasawneh to ensure a fair trial 
by allowing the defence to meet 
privately with the defendant. 

The trial was attended by 
more (ban 200 people including 
the relatives of Dakamseh. 

Continued on page 2 



Bv Marjorie 
Miller 

RAM ALL AH. West 
Bunk—In the nascent 
Male of Palestine, a 
popularly elected leg¬ 
islature meet* weekly, 
debates sensitive 
i ml i rum l issuej* and 

passes fundamental 
Jaws that are not 
implemented. 

Alongside the offi¬ 
cial media. 22 private 
radio and television 
stations are licensed 
to broadcast in the 
Palestinian self-rule 
area, although they 
are routinely jammed, 
closed down and Araft 

cowed into sejf- 

ccpsnrsliip. 

Feisty lahur movements 
strike for better pay. as public 
school teachers did in March 
before their lenders were jailed 
for five days. And human 
rights uciivisis denounce gov¬ 
ernment abuse*, despite the 

risk of arrests such as the one 
Dr, Evati Sarraj suffered last 
year —17 days in solitary con¬ 
finement and a healing that left 
him with a ruptured disk. 

"It is not an ejsy thing lo be 
free.” said Sarruj. head of the 
Palestinian Independent Cum- 



Arafat and ihe deputies: On a short leach 


Court ruling keeps Clinton 


,ost an opportunity Tuesday to remove 
JS of thenaggmg legalconiroveretes 

Supreme Court s ruling 
tivat Paula Corbin Jones . 
can pursue her sexual 
harassment 

gainstainionwhjlehc |f (/ 

|T still in office Veeps - v « 

questions about the pres-g 

identV character swirl- . I A V [ 
ing in the public arena. , , - 

Until resolved, the 
jpnes case gke "water 

2S ? se overmng mission- . .. 


Re port 


issue in 


“li reopens and underscores and 
focuses on and exacerbates the whole 
question of this president’s trustworthi¬ 
ness,” said Robert Daliek*. a Boston 
University history professor who is 
just completing hts sec- 

# ond volume of a biogra¬ 
phy of President Lyndon 
B. Johnson. 

"My God. what a dis¬ 
traction," said Charles O. 

■ a. Jones, a University of 
[j X; L Wisconsin political scien¬ 
tist. “It seems predictable 
with this fellow that 
whenever things are 
going good, there is a great big pothole 

■ Zl_** 


m the road." 

The conn’s derision comes at a time 


when Clinton's political fortunes 
appear to he rising. He i.s currently in 
Paris trying to demonstrate his leader¬ 
ship in expanding the NATO alliance. 
He recently concluded a historic bud¬ 
get agreement with the Rcpublic.in- 
controlled Congress. The economy is 
cruising steadily along. And public 
opinion polls show that a majority of 
American citizens have confidence in 
his leadership. 

The Paula Jones ruling threatens lu 
disrupt that, m least temporarily. 

"It's obviously going to create ;i 
great brouhaha for u while." said 
James Carville. a sometime adviser to 
the. president, “and then it will settle 

Continued on page 3 



Paula Jones 


mission for Citizens' Rights. 
"You have to fight for it. No 
authority is going to hand it to 
you on .i golden platter." 

In the nearly three years 
since Yasser Arafat's Palestin¬ 
ian Authority assumed power 
in the Gaza Strip and parts of 
the West Bank. Palestinian 
political activists, journalists, 
human rights groups and legis¬ 
lators have been working hard 
to build strong, democratic 
institutions that arc indepen¬ 
dent of the central 
government. 

And Arafat’s Palestinian 
Authority has been working 
nearly as hard to stop them. 

Three decades of Israeli mil¬ 
itary occupation made Pales¬ 
tinians eager for law and order 
and a government that is 
accountable to its citizens. 
They want a legislature that 
will balance the executive 
branch, and a civil society with 
the means to monitor abuses 
by security forces and alleged 
corruption by public officials. 

Instead. Palestinian civic 
and political leaders say. Ara¬ 
fat has been unwilling to allow* 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council to develop any power 
of its own and has blocked its 
efforts to make law. They say 
the Palestinian Authority has 
engaged in a pattern of intimi¬ 
dation and arrests to slide criti¬ 
cism and independent actions, 
which it views as a challenge 
to Arafau 

"The Palestinian Authority 
is examining various strategies 


for scaring people and break¬ 
ing down civil society." said 
Khuder Shkeiral. director of 
the Palestinian Society for the 
Protection of Human Rights 
and the Ero ironmcnl. in East 
Jerusalem. 

“The arrest of activists is 
one strategy. Pushing nondem- 

ocratic laws is another. So Is - 
the creation of parallel net¬ 
works of nongovernmental V 
organizations. And restricting . ; 
freedom of expression by- 
arresting lawyers and journal- ' ., 
ists and closing media." Shkef.'- -- 
rat said. 

Repealed requests to spegfc - • 
with Arafat's spnkesn&r' ' 
Nabil Abu Rudeineh. and 6tfief 
high-ranking Palestinian 
cials were unsuccessful. 

As :i former guerrilla feeder 
and chief of the Palestine JLiK.- . : 
eration Organization for mriii > : 
than 3U years. Arafat hasnevil • • 

been one to engage in opina^ . 

.lAvnAAr'llit' 1 ffAPiLmn ■ f®'*' - 


mua a ion? uiMury or.ffl-o»i n( , 
his opposition or desti^J^re r: 

Yet Arafat is not a S* . 
He was elected as JJresjH°i 
the Palestinian AutfomS?* of 


overwhelming majtWfv^ *k ;. . 

uarv 1996. and polls chlL^’ 
is still the most popmfek, > • ; 
linian leader. ArS ; ' 

broad-based poliiical ,3 ±1 

the Fatah stream of I hepr^Xfi' % P 


A u nd hy thc 

Arab states, he is 
iitrly repressive. 
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By Marwan Asmar 

Star Staff Writer 

TAYBET ZAMAN-—A perfect romantic 
setting ; the aurora, the hot brilliant sun 
battling the arid mountains that dominate 
the landscape, the eternal serenity. You 
don t have to fly thousands of miles to 
uHow? p J ace - ]t is ri ght here; a little vil- 
,8® tuc ^ e<1 awa y deep in the south of 

Nine kilometers southeast of Petra, the 
village of Taybet Zairian has been revived 
into a tourist resort to give only the best of 
traditional Jordanian hospitality. 

Today. Taybet Zaman is a special place 
that preserves the spirit of the past. As you 
walk into the village, you go into another 
time, a period that was long forgotten. 

in fact this was the exact idea behind 
? re ^ iln ? r ,^ a ^^ et Zaman. Property owners. 
Jordan Tourism Investments, succeeded in 
creating a unique atmosphere of die simple 


Taybet Zaman 

A place to relive history 


rural life of yesteryear. To a foreign visitor 
the experience is an unforgettable one. 

The old Taybet village was a 10-acre 
plot of land that overlooked the Petra 
mountain range. Today, it is modelled on 
19th century vernacular architecture of 
grand arches, vaults and local stone houses 
that move outward in a circular but stilted 
fashion as if you arc moving a down hill. 

About 200 years ago people used to live 
in these old houses, but with the passage of 
time, they slowly abandoned the traditional 
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Taybet and moved higher up the mountain. 
Today's guesL houses are situated in tiny 
alleyways and along footpaths that arc rich 
with the smelt of history. 

Exploring the resort is an essential part 
of the excitement of visiting Taybet 
Zaman. One could spend considerable time 
investigating every nook and cranny 
before heading for the pool for a cool dip. 

On a recent visit to Taybet Zamnn and 
one early morning. I set out exploring Lhe 
village, walking first in a circular fashion, 
then across and back again through a maze 
of alleyways. It’s really a place where you 
would like to walk it over and over again, 
and wondering of how people must have 
lived back in a different age. 

Visitors can never really get lost 
because all alleys somehow intersect lead' 
ing to the same direction, and to different 
landmarks: hotel administration, restau¬ 
rants, souk, cocktail bars, the museum and 
the Turkish bath in between traditional 
counyards. 

The resort is for people who want to 
relax and gcL away from the hurly-burly of 
life. It is a place "where the pace" of life is 
slower and more enjoyable; sipping cock¬ 
tails while watching the sun go down, for 
instance. 

The spacious guest rooms are old houses 
huddled next to each other. As you go into 
your room again it is like stepping into 
another era. Thick wooden doors lead you 
right into your room, all built and fur¬ 
nished in traditional manner: the bed. the 
wardrobe, the floorings, the walls, and the 
traditional settee. 

Suddenly and sometime, maybe. 


unpleasantly you are reminded 
of modern living: the tele¬ 
phone. television set. the 
refrigerator in your room, the 
so-called modem comforts of 
life. 

But never mind that A 
stroll around the village will 
take you into the souk. This is 
a tiny market that was espe¬ 
cially created to add to the 
authentic touch. Here you 
have shops selling traditional 
handicrafts such as pottery, 
hand blown glass and tradi¬ 
tional jewelry. 

You can watch craftsmen 
perform their ancient art In 
the souk, there is aiso A1 Altar 
who sells exotic herbs, spices 
and incense, a photography 
shop and AI Dukkan. that 
offers gifts and souvenirs. The 
souk is not only a touristic 
attraction, but it is there also 
to help local craftsmen sell 
their products to visitors. 

The Tybct Zaman has 
recently won this year's Tour¬ 
ism for Globalism Award for 
its stress on the preservation 
of cultural heritage and the 
environment. Termed as an 
environmentally-lriendly 
property. Taybet Zaman recy¬ 
cles everything from the biological treat¬ 
ment of waste-water, recycled paper and 
through energy-saving techniques such as 
the low lighting systems. 



Thus as you enjoy the friendly surround¬ 
ings you can feel that you arc doing your 
bit to save the environment. ■ 


Palestinians fighting battle for liberties 


Continued from page 1 

security forces have been bru¬ 
tal at times and 12 people have 
died in their custody, the Pales¬ 
tinian entity is not Syria or 
Iraq: Political opponents are 
not killed and independent 
media and civil rights groups 
are allowed to function— 
within limits. 

Nonetheless. Palestinians 
say that, in the face of the col¬ 
lapsing Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process, Arafat has 
become increasingly intolerant 
of criticism and protective of 
his lock on power. 

Activists who have run afoul 
of Arafat in recent months say 
he argues that the Palestinians 
must maintain a united front 
against the Israelis, and that 
internal politics .must take a 
back seat to the" Palestinians' 
struggle for a fully independent 
state. 

Palestinian activists disa¬ 
gree. "There is no contradic¬ 
tion between the establishment 
of a Palestinian state and build¬ 
ing democracy." said ShkeiraL 
“We’re fighting for a state and 
building democracy. Otherwise 
we're fighting for an empty 
stare.” 

Members of the Palestinian 
legislature increasingly agree. 
Hatem Abdel Qader. a member 
of Arafat’s Fatah faction, says 
he is frustrated with the Coun¬ 
cil’s "ornamental - ' role, and 


has called for early elections. 

'The Council's role is to 
organize civil life, but we 
haven't achieved this nearly a 
year and a half after elections. 
We can't implement our pro¬ 
grams for our constituents. I 
can’t fulfill my election prom¬ 
ises for justice, human rights, 
law and order and building a 
country of institutions. We 
can't do any of these things 
because of the Authority," 
Abdel Qader said. 

‘‘As a result, we must return 
to the people and tell them to 
choose their leaders again." he 
said. 

While Abdel Qader's propo¬ 
sal is not expected to gather 
steam in the 88-member Coun¬ 
cil dominated by Arafat loyal¬ 
ists. his open dissent is signifi¬ 
cant. He is a-respected leader 
Who says that “the Council has 
lost its credibility with the 
people." 

The Council has passed 167 
resolutions and laws since its 
formation, almost all of which 
Arafat has ignored. The most 
important is the Basic Law— 
an interim constitution for the 
pseudo-state—which was 

approved by the Council in a 
first reading and sent to Arafat 
on Ocl 31. . 

The Council never heard 
back. Nor has ArafaL signed 
the Civil Service Law or Pales¬ 
tinian Monetary Authority Law 
that the Council sent to him. 
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He did sign a law authorizing 
the election of municipal coun¬ 
cils. which is to be held this 
summer. buL failed io approve 
accompanying legislation 
determining the authority of 
local governments. 

Ahmed Konei. who was 
backed by Arafat and elected 
as speaker of the Council by 
the Fatah majority, could force 
the issue by bringing these 
laws for a second reading, but 
critics say he chooses not to. 
And most of the Council mem¬ 
bers do not protest. 

Bui Council members are 
growing restive and have 
begun to criticize the Authority 
on other issues. Recently, 
members began to echo 
charges by average Palestin¬ 
ians of inefficiency and corrup¬ 
tion in government ministries. 

For months. Palestinians 
have been complaining that 
officials grant government con¬ 
tracts in exchange for an inter¬ 
est in private companies, and 
that government and security 
officials have formed business 
monopolies that are killing 
local competition. 

The public clamor forced 
Arafat to order his auditor gen¬ 
eral to investigate public 
spending. The auditor, Jarar 
Kidweh, found that most min¬ 
istries and official institutions 
had abused their authority and 
wasted or misused S326 mil¬ 
lion of public money in the 
last year. 

The corruption has been pre¬ 
sented in the Palestinian media 
as something done behind Ara¬ 
fat's back—rather than as 


something Arafat at least 
closed his eyes to. which is 
what average Palestinians sus¬ 
pect. They blame most of the 
corruption—and much of the 
undemocratic governing—on 
the coterie of PLO officials 
who relumed with Arafat to 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
from exile in 1994. 

But while Arafat and the 
Legislative Council are both 
addressing the issue of corrup¬ 
tion, the Palestinian leader 
does not want the legislature 
doing so publicly. At least not 
on television. 

That appears to be the rea¬ 
son for the arrest last week of 
Daoud Kuttab. a Palestinian- 
American journalist who had 
been trying to broadcast the 
Legislative Council meetings 
on independent Palestinian tel¬ 
evision. Kuttab was released 
by the Palestinian police on 
Tuesday, after being held in 
custody for a week. No 
charges against him were filed. 

Kuttab began the live broad¬ 
casts on Al Quds Educational 
Television about two months 
ago. When the broadcasts sud¬ 
denly were jammed, appar¬ 
ently by the official Palestin¬ 
ian Broadcasting Co.. Kuttab 
began taping them and distrib¬ 
uting videocassettes to inde¬ 
pendent stations. 

He was detained by Ramal- 
lah police, who said the order 
had come from ArafaL 

Kuuab's arrest is only the 
latest example of widespread 
efforts to intimidate the Pales¬ 
tinian media into conforming 
with Authority dictates. 


Many Palestinians want 
their state to be more demo¬ 
cratic than those of their Arab 
neighbors. But things do not 
seem to be heading that way. 
at least not to Rana Bishara, 
leader of an independent net¬ 
work of nongovernmental 
organizations that is fighting 
to remain independent. 

The Palestinian Authority, 
Bishara charges, has drafted a 
restrictive law that would 
force nongovernmental organi¬ 
zations. or NGOs. to be 
licensed by the government 
and in many cases would 
require funding to pass 
through government 

ministries. 

Anis Al Qaq. deputy plan- 
lrung minister in charge or 
NGOs. says the law was 
drafted in consultation with 
NGOs. and defends it as com¬ 
parable to NGO laws in West¬ 
ern countries. 

Bishara says the larger issue 
is that the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity views the medical, devel¬ 
opment. human rights and 
relief organizations as compe¬ 
tition for international aid and 
popular support. 

‘The NGO sector is viewed 
cither as people who want to 
get money and compete with 
the government, or as opposi¬ 
tion political parties hiding 
behind organizations." Bishara 
said. “It's nonsense." ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Dakamseh trial 
postponed till Monday 



Mother and wife pray for Dakamseh 
Continued from page 1 dawi and Rasha Ibrahim. 

security officers, and members 
of the local and international 
press. No Israelis where 
present at the opening session. 

The mother and wife of the 
accused pledged their support 
and continued to recite verses 
from the Holy Koran. 

His mother asked him to 
"keep his head high” and 
assured him that God is with 
him. 

Dakamseh lost his temper 
when references to his alleged 
sexual behavior were read out 
and cried: "It's a lie." 

His mother, who called for a 
fair trial for her sun in a press 
conference last month, refused 
last Tuesday to speak to any 
female journalist who is not 
wearing the proper Muslim 
attire. 

Besides AI Nnjdnwi. Dakam- 
sch has ;t ihrcc-memher 
defence team. These include 
Zahrn Sharbati. Tha'cr Naj- 


But the defence team is 
slowly expanding. It now 
includes Hussein Mjali. Presi¬ 
dent of the Arab Human 
Rights Organization Najib 
Rashdan and lawyers Hani 
Khasawneh and Riyad 
Nawaiseh. 

Rnshdan criticized the 
course of the trial and called 
for a close meeting with the 
accused to study his file to 
guarantee a just and fair trial. 

Mjali also shared his view 
and called to postpone the 
trial. 

The session was postponed 
till this coming Monday. 

Speaking about the possibil¬ 
ity of bringing 25 Israelis in 
addition to 13 Jordanians for 
testimony next Monday, Al- 
Najdawi later said that he 
would refuse to take part in 
such trial because of his politi¬ 
cal and national beliefs. ■ 


Government and JPA meet, but 
neither is in a mood for 
compromise 


Continued from page 1 

feel their turn could be next. 

Last Saturday, four presi¬ 
dents of professional associa¬ 
tions and the president of the 
Jordanian Writers Association. 
Fakhri Qawar. resigned in 
protest over the new press law. 
The rest promise to follow suit 
if the government docs not 
withdraw the new law by 21 
June. The four presidents arc 
Mr Sa'id Abu Mezcr of the 
Dental Association. Hussein 
Mjali of the Lawyers Associa¬ 
tion. Muhammad Al Sa’idin of 
the Geologists Association, and 
Laith Shhailat uf ihc Engineers 
Association. 

His Majesty the King has 
criticized the resignations of 
association presidents and 
called on nil to concentrate on 
doing their jobs. 

Opposition parties released a 
statement last week demanding 
that the government cancels the 
new press law. The 11 -party 
oppo5iu'on bloc, which includes 
Islamists, leftists and pan- 
Arabists linked the liming of 
enacting the new press .law 
with the coming parliamentary 
elections to be held later in the 
year. 

"As we are getting close to 
parliamentary elections, the 
release of this unjust casts 
doubts about the integrity of 

the election process and raises 
questions about the credibility 
of the government in that 
regard. ’’ tlic parties' statement 
said. 


Meanwhile, a 23-dcpuly 
opposition bloc in the Lower 
House is collecting signatures 
To sisk for the convening of an 
extraordinary session of parlia¬ 
ment—a minimum of 41 sig¬ 
natures is required. According 
to Lower House sources oppo¬ 
sition deputies are expected to 
resign if they fail to gain the 
minimum number of signa¬ 
tures needed to convene a 
House session. 

Legal experts believe that 
the temporary law is unconsti¬ 
tutional. however others say 
since the law received the 
Royal stomp of approval, the 
only way tn revoke it would 
by holding an extraordinary 
session of parliament. ■ 


Surnffltt 

restores 
measurf 
of civility 

Continued fr<«" pas* 1 

mise on a "5*^- 1 jews 
hood for '^ordered 
Ihol Nr“"T? h J J n ,alein. 
built m ® 'is equally: 

^Palestinians say Jeru¬ 
salem's eastern 
captured by ■**» 

Jordan in the 1 ' . j 

die East war. as ‘■■JPj® 1 
of their would-be inde ¬ 
pendent stole I- {o ; 

pledged m - . 

negotiate that 
Netanyahu now 
that compromise on he 

holy city is »ut *'l the 
question. 

Israeli-Palesti man 

talks collapsed in acri¬ 
mony two months ago 
when Netanyahu moke 
ground on the fi 1 ^ 
major Jewish building 
project in East Jerusa¬ 
lem in the six years 
since the two sides 
started their talks The 
new neighborhood, 
which Israel calls Har 
Homa. will sit on a hill¬ 
top known in Arabic as 
Jahal Abu Gheneim. 

“U is clear that there 
is no progress at all. no 
progress.” Ahmed 
Abdel Rahman, direc- 
lor-gcneral of Arafat s 
office, said in an inter¬ 
view Tuesday nighL 
’The progress will 
begin when there arc no 
bulldozers on Jabul Abu 
Gheneim." 

Netanyahu and Muba¬ 
rak dodged questions on 
the substance of their 
talks at a news confer¬ 
ence Tuesday afternoon. 
Netanyahu said they had 
made "a positive begin¬ 
ning." and Mubarak 
promised to try to 
arrange another meeting 
soon that would draw 
Arafat hack into the 
falks. 

Abdel Rahman and 
others said, however, 
that Arafat would not 
consider meeting Netan¬ 
yahu unless assured of a 
halt in construction. 

Israel, while rejecting 
any public him of com¬ 
promise on the new 
neighborhood. came 
prepared with quiet pro¬ 
posals to make it more 
palatable. Dani Naveh. 
Netanyahu's closest 
aide, brought map cases 
and a large envelope 
bearing the logo of 
Israel's Ofek observa¬ 
tion satellite, and the 
two leaders held 
detailed discussions of 
Israeli building plans. 

In public. Mubarak 
neither endorsed nor 
rejected a reported 
Israeli proposal to press 
on with the new Jewish 
neighborhood but to 
synchronize construc¬ 
tion with a parallel 
neighborhood for East 
Jerusalem Arabs. 

"We discussed all 
views." Mubarak said, 
"and still we need fur¬ 
ther discussions and far¬ 
ther consultation and we 
intend to meet another 
lime, maybe in Lhe com¬ 
ing few weeks." 

Asked whether Arafat 
might attend. Mubarak 
replied: "I cannot guar¬ 
antee you 1U0 percent 
the next meeting will be 
all three of us. We are 
going to try hard.” 

Outside the summit. 
Egyptian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Amr Mo us a main¬ 
tained his characteristi¬ 
cally harder line, saying 
in an Arabic interview 
that “the Palestinians 
cannot accept the con¬ 
tinuation of settlement 
activities, especially in 
Jerusalem." Jl 

IA Times- 
Washington Post News 
Service 


WANTED 

Freelance writers wanted. 
Excellent command of the 
English language is a must. 
Computer literacy would be 
an advantage. If interested fax 
your CV to 

648298 ^ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 

news and views edited 

by Marwan Al Astnar 




HvMqesty King Hussein Tuesday attended a ceremony 
marhng the commencement of delivering 30 million 
adne meters of fresh water from Lake Tiberias in Israel 
to Jordan vuz the King Abdallah Canal in the Jordan Val- 
iey:The King said the water agreement between Jordan 
tout Israel u a fruit of peace and that joint cooperation 
won Israel in this issue will ensure additional flow to 
meet Jordan 's rising need for drinking water. The King 
thanked Israel for understanding Jordan’s water needs. 
Jordan.and Israel will soon begin work on a water r fr K n f'- 
jiation project costing $250 million that will aim at gener- 
.ating an additional 50 million cubic meters of water to 
Jordan. 


Audit Bureau report almost ready 

■ The Audit Bureau report for 1996 will be published 
next month and is likely* to be a hot ball of fire, well 
almost. The 450-page report contains details of 
violations regarded to the public purse in ministries, 
public corporations and different municipalities around 

• the Kingdom. Sources at the Bureau say that there are 
. 1000 violations in 1996. 

Mass resignations from UDP 

■ Mass resignations from the Unionist Democratic 
Party (UDP) are underway. More than 150 members are 
resigning from a party that was carved two years ago 
from leftists and Baathists. Former General Secretary 
Mazen Al Sakeu and Theib Marji, a man who originally 

' quit from the Popular Unity Party, have also resigned on 
what is seen as ideological differences. Observers argue 
that this was bound to happen soon or later because of 
the incompatibility of political views. 

Support for journalists 

■ Four members of the Council of Presidents of the 
Professional • Associations 

resigned in protest of the _ 

temporary Press and 

Publication Law. They - 

include Engineers President 

Lcith ShBeilat, of the 

Lawyers Association, 4 T f||fe; 

Hussein Mjali. head of the , 

Demists’ Association Said \ 38|. 

Abu Mezer. and Muhammad l 

Al Sa’idin of the Geologists 
Association. Fakhri Qawar. 

president of the Writers • ^KS| 

Association also submitted iy fpPplk - . 

his resignation. The other 
nine members of the 

council decided to hold of VHB 

the resignation until 21 

June. Meanwhile the 

permanent secretariat of the J 

Arab Lawyers Union that is . 

currently meeting in Tunis, called on local professional 

associations to withdraw their resignations and engage in 

a constructive dialogue. 


Israeli consulate in Aqaba 

■ A new Israeli consulate has been opened in Aqaba 
last week The consulate was due to open months ago, 
but‘the prevailing political climate may have contributed 
to its delay. It is argued that the consulate could make it 
easier for Israeli tourists to cross into Aqaba. The 
Jordanian government agreed earlier to allow Israeh 
fliehts to Aqaba during the summer season to encourage 
Israeli tourists to the area. On another level, Israe s new 

to Jordan have withdrawn h.s res.gnat.on. 

Mix up finally happened 

■ They always insisted that there will be a nux up. Now 
? h^ned. The British Embassy m Amman recently 

sent an invitation to Mr 
Akef Al Fayez, the head 
nj" the Guidance 
Committee of the newly 
formed Na p'°™ 

Constitutional rany. 

Only the invitation was 
sent to the headquarters 
of the National 
Constitutional Arab 
Front. Embarrassing 
maybe., but it. gives 
further ammunition to 
the Secretary General of 
[he Front, Milhem Al Tal 
who had previously sent 
a memorandum to the 
Ministry of Al Fayez 

warning of a Pf ssl ^ 

mix up. Mr Tal says he would now use the 

***-»? u presem 10 

the courts. 

government .w \ x has handed over a 

m The government hi« denuofficial said ^ t 

Palestinian citizen to husband of the -woman who 

Eyad Abu u , b ff Isr ^ e n inspection point after d* JuU 
^ed firing at an Israeli m ^ a , lowcd to enter Jor . 

Seta Bridge last grsona non grata. The gov- 

dan B the Ieraeli. as repons 

ssisas.—r 

Ministry of Social Development do.n 9 

iJ'vHrisier of Socia^«IW™”‘f^ns 
* •'""’r said that P pv f"L al i 0D . However, his minis- 
Mamsa cnl of the P 0 ^ cuc h a situation. Since us 

7562 pr 2 e fif The Development and Work 

SST» ‘ hat .' s ^ ££«» to “ i ,D 4 md,10B - 
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His Majesty king Hussein receives Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in Aqaba, Saturday. The two leaders discussed 
ways to kick-start the peace process back on track and of the need for Palestinians and Israelis to resume at the negotiat¬ 
ing table after a two-month stalemate. At a press conference , the two leaders stressed that there is no room for despair 
and that the ‘wheel of peace' must go on. Egyptian leader met the Israeli Prime Benjamin Netanyahu at Sharam Al 
Sheikh, Tuesday. (See frontpage story). 


Autumn’s parliamentary elections 

Restructuring Jordan’s 
political arena 


By a Star Staff Writer 

TODAY’S CATCHPHRASE 
is the realignment of Jorda¬ 
nian politics. The political 
map. formerly characterized 
by a jigsaw puzzle of about 25 
parties, is becoming si ream- 
lined into three alliances, in 
addition to the Islamists. 

Since Lhe licensing of ihe 
center-righi National Constitu¬ 
tional Party (NCP) last month, 
the rest of the parties rushed 
to realign to take its slice nf 
the cake in the coming 
elections. 

On top of the political pyra¬ 
mid is the strong Islamic 
movement as represented by 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
its political arm. the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) which will 
run for the coming elections. 

Many people say they will 
lose further in the next elec¬ 
tion with, the new NCP on the 
scene. They are expected to 
lose by up to 12 seats, thus 
reducing their 15 seats in Par¬ 
liament to a dwindling minor¬ 
ity. Bui Islamists say this is 
farcical and are fielding about 
50 candidates for the next 
parliament. 

The next political grouping 
is the pan-Arab-leftists tren3 
which include pan-Arabists. 
Ba’thists and communists- 
They presently form the 11- 
party opposition bloc together 
with the IAF. 

Their influence in was mini¬ 
mized from 12 seats in the 
previous 1989-1993 Pari ia- 
ment. to five in the current 
Parliament. This trend was 
effected by the single vote 
system, and because they ran 
the elections on "'scattered 
lists." 

The trend was subjected to 
harmful shocks. Several party 
splits took place, and three 
parties also left the main 
opposition bloc. 


But ihe trend survived, 
exploiting the deterioration in 
ihe peace process—the com¬ 
mon ground for the 
opposition. 

And several party activists 
learnt that they had ro unite 
ranks if they were to gain 
victory. 

Currently, the three pan- 
Arab parties merged to form 
ihe Nationalist Democratic 
From (NDF). they are: the 
Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party, 
the National Action Front 
<Haq* and the Arab Land 
Party. 

The NDF and the rest of the 
opposition parties, continue to 
hold regular meetings to try 
and form an umbrella, that 
could thrash out a common 
agenda, and produce a united 
list for the coming elections. 
Bui observers believe that this 
is a hard task. 

Bui this is strongly dis¬ 
puted. Their chances is seen 
as stronger ihjn before 
because they maintain a firm 
political line and won't accept 
to join any government. 

Something is very interest¬ 
ing presently happening in the 
political arena. 

There is today a third alli¬ 
ance. Dubbed as the "new 
democrats" this L not a new 
trend as (he name suggests. Ii 
is an amalgamation of cen¬ 
trists parties and moderate- 
leftist parties that include the 
Unionist Democratic party 
tUDP). which is itself a con¬ 
coction of leftists and nation¬ 
alist led by he old veteran 
socialist Issa Mdanul. 

Despite ihe fact that the 
party has just lost 15 f) mem¬ 
bers. the leadership is putting 
on a brave face. They sec this 
us the only way out and join 
Lhe new party which is still 
being formed. 

This party that includes 
Sulicman Arur's centrist Al 


Mustaqhn! Party will have a 
number of leading personali- 
t es such as Ahmad Obicdat 
and Taher AI Masri who were 
former prime ministers. 

The policy of this alliance 
will he a reformist one. not 
anti-peace but critical of the 
peace process. 

But observers arc also 
weary of this and don't expect 
a thundering breakthrough. 

However, on the right side 
of the political map. lies Ihe 
newlv-born. ‘National Consti¬ 
tutional Puny. 

The NCP. is an amalgama¬ 
tion of nine centrist—the 
biggest is AI Ahd joined by 
eight other small-sized parties. 
It is in effect a prn- 

S stablishmcnl party that now 
as a single platform agenda: 
pro-peace with Israel and ihe 
adoption of the World Bank 
restructuring program. "Jor¬ 
dan first” is a common theme 
in its social agenda. 

The base of the NCP is tri- 
halist and has former govern¬ 
ment top officials. The leader 
Of the NCP. Abdd Hadi Al 
Majali. the head of Al Ahd 
Party, is a former minister in 
several cabinets, and served as 
director of the Public Security 
Dept. 

Dr Abdel Salum Al Majali. 
the current prime minister was 
originally behind lhe merger 
idea, back in laic 1495. 

What is more significant 
however, is that (he party 
stresses the Jordanizaiion of 
political life. Observers argue 
what is really meant by ihis is 
the creation of an alternative 
political force as a counter¬ 
weight to what i.» seen as the 
historical dominance of Isla¬ 
mists. leftists and pan- 
Arabists whose strong alliance 
against the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty have upsei suc¬ 
cessive l' 0 \ ernments in this 


However, the representation 
of these parties in the current 
Lower House does not exceed 
14 members, despite the fact 
that they dominate three blocs 
of 38 members. 

The relation of the party to 
other political parties will be 
"competitive” but its relations 
with the government will be 
"integrative and consultative." 
AI Majali said. 

With these blocs coming on 
the scene, the political arena 
this summer is likely to be a 
heated one: parties will likely 
be vaying for intense electoral 
support. ■ 


The new press law: Dealing with the 
fall-out 

■ Opposing the new Press and Publication Law is in vogue. 
Political parties and professional unions have adopted 
extreme measures to vent off their dire rejection of the gov¬ 
ernment-sponsored amendments to the law governing the 
press in Jordan. At least four heads of the biggest professional 
unions, including engineers and lawyers, have resigned their 
elected posts in protests. Their opposite numbers in other 
I unions promise to do the same by 21 st of next month. Opposi¬ 
tion deputies and their parties are up in arms collecting depu¬ 
ties' signatures to force the government to convene an 
cxtraordinaiy session of parliament They need 41 signatures 
and they are not even close. 

Intellectuals and political figures have expressed their con¬ 
cern for the fate of Jordan's democracy in light of the new law 
and the manner the government had chosen to impose it. But 
the press body is not towing the opposition’s line. After avert¬ 
ing an internal crisis within the JPA council, the president and 
council members are closing ranks once more and calling for 
dialogue with the government in place of confrontation. The 
government obliged them with a meeting with the prime min¬ 
ister in which both sides appeared to be claiming victory. The 
JPA says the government had promised to look into its grie¬ 
vances and seek ways to alleviate item, while the government 
says the law will remain until a new parliament will have a 
chance to adopt it as it is or amend it. Meanwhile, both sides 
say the crisis has been contained. 

it is highly unlikely that the new law will go through any 
changes in the near future. What the JPA will do after it 
presents its list of grievances and remarks to the prime minis¬ 
ter is unclear. If the government brushes JPA's demands 
aside, as its opponents say it will, then the JPA will have to 
face an angry general assembly on 6 June. Dialogue would 
have led nowhere and the press body will have to deal with 
the repercussions of the new law. If Saif Al Sharif. JPA's 
president, loses control over his followers, then the crisis 
might erupt again. In addition to taking ihe government to 
court as some papers threaten to do. publishers are contem¬ 
plating systematic strikes, news blackouts of government 
activities among others. The government's feathers will not 
be ruffled that easily. It says the law is a good one. having 
come about after years of constant demands by deputies and 
journalists themselves to curb abuse of press freedom espe¬ 
cially by the tabloid press. 

The main victims of the amended law arc the weeklies, 
who are obliged to boost their capital to JD 300.000 or face 
having their licences revoked. But in addition to this harsh 
requirement, the new law carries hefty monetary penalties 
against violators, including those who run stories offensive to 
heads of friendly states and publish material which the gov¬ 
ernment deems classified. 

There is no doubt that the new law will eoniinue to strain 
relations between opposition parties and the press hody. on 
one hand, and the government on the other. But the govern¬ 
ment appears to have guessed that from the very beginning. 
So far. the fall out from the new law has taken a heavy toll. 
Jordan's image abroad has been shaken and although many in 
Jordan are fed up with some of the excesses of the tabloids, 
the remedy has been far bitter than expected. 

In short the crisis may seem to have abated lor now, hut 
once the penalties and provisions of the new law become 
active and are put to use against alleged violators, the crisis 
will erupt again and that may be sooner than both the JPA and 
the government might think. 


Court ruling keeps Clinton 
character issue in limelight 


Queen launches Web site 


Continued from page 1 

into a lawsuit. There will be a lot 
of discovery, back and forth, 
arguments.... I think (A), it is a 
distraction. And. t B >. it is 3 dis¬ 
traction that they can deai with." 

The Clinton White House has 
had plenty of practice maneuver¬ 
ing through political land mines. 
There were the firings of travel- 
office personnel, the handling of 
confidential FBI background 
files of prominent Republicans 
and. more recently, the ongoing 
investigations into the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's fund-raising prac¬ 
tices and the possibility that Hil¬ 
lary Rodham Clinton might be 
indicted in the Whitewater 
probe. 

"If there's one guy who's 
shown he can live with distrac¬ 
tions. it’s the president." said 
Carville “It's son of his forte." 

But unlike Lhe controversies 
over Whitewater and the Demo¬ 
cratic fund-raising maze. Paula 
Jones's story is much easier for 
Lhe general public to understand. 

The former Arkansas state 
employee alleges that in 1991 


then-Govemor Clinton had her 
summoned to a Little Rock hotel 
room where he exposed himself 
and asked her to perform a sex¬ 
ual act. Clinton has denied that 
the incident happened and there 
are no first-hand witnesses, so it 
is essentially her word against 
his. 

For most of the period since 
she first went public with her 
allegations at a Feb. II. 1994. 
news conference at a convention 
of Clinton-bashing conservatives 
in Washington. Jones's allega¬ 
tions were Healed with suspi¬ 
cion. She was losing the public 
relations war. 

But in recent months there 
have been new media examina¬ 
tions of her ease that have 
tended to cast the credibility of 
her argument in a more favora¬ 
ble light. And some analysts said 
Tuesday’s unanimous court deci¬ 
sion would help her efforts and 
damage Clinton’s in the battle 
over the truth. 

"She clearly has a better plat¬ 
form now to make her case 
either legally or publicly." said 
David Demurest, former com¬ 


munications director lor Presi¬ 
dent Bush, citing anticipated new 
interest from the media. 

Not only is the momentum 
against Clinton in this case. Hut 
managing the fallout could prove 
more difficult than it might in 
other types of political catas¬ 
trophes. according to Demurest. 

"There is a rule in public rela¬ 
tions called 'the worst first.' You 
try to get the wurci information 
to the public first so you can turn 
the story. One of the problems in 
legal cases is because there is 
information that a plaintiff has 
that hasn't necessarily gnuen into 
the puhlic domain, the defendant 
is at a real disadvantage from a 
public relations standpoint." 

Because the event can be so 
hard to manage. Demaresi said, 
sometimes the most appealing 
choice is to settle out of court. So 
far. however, there is no evi¬ 
dence to suggest the president 
and his lawyers arc considering 
such an option. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


INTERESTED IN the f 
history of the women's j 
movement in Jordan? The I 
latest statistics on the state . 
of Jordanian children? 
Environmental activism in 
the Kingdom? What is 
being done to preserve the 
country's architectural and 
archaeological heritage? 

That information and 
more is now available for 
Internet surfers on the 
World Wide Web at 
"www.noor.gov.jo". Her 
Majesty Queen Noor’s 
Web site. On a national 
level, the site provides 
comprehensive and 

regularly updated 

synopses on women’s 
organizations, rights, u 
political and labor force 
participation, health and 

education as well as the latest 
activities of the National Task 
Force for Children and 
Jordan’s achievements in the- 
field of chi Id-welfare. 
Visitors to the site can simply 
click on “architectural 
heritage" for Instant data on 
sustainable tourism and 

development ' at 

archaeological sites and 

revitalizing Jordan's historic 
villages and towns. 

Environmentalists will 
enjoy browsing through 
Jordan's Environmental 
Strategy and Law as well as 
national . environmental 
activities and organizations.’ 



The section on the Naur AI 
Hussein Foundation, whose 
projects promoLc economic 
self reliance, environmental 
responsibility and 

participatory 

decision-making, offers an 
insight to the role of 
non-go vc rn menial 
organizations in Jordan. 

The Web site, which is 
richly illustrated with 
photographs, has an 
international dimension js 
Queen Noor. is actively 
involved with the UN and 
other organizations working 
in the fields of education, 
women and children, 
community development. 


"j human rights, nature and 
architecture conservation. 
. These numerous projects 
j featured in the site, 
include the United 
Nations University’s 
International Leadership 

Academy in Jordan, the 

I world's first global 

leadership training 

facility, and the United 
World Colleges. a 
network of 10 
multi-cultural colleges 
around ihe worked whose 
equal-opportunity 
international secondary 
education program is 
j designed to foster 

| cross-cultural 
j understanding and global 
peace. 

The highlight is a 
picture album that spans 
Queen Noor's childhood, her 
courtship and subsequent 
marriage to His Majesty King 
Hussein, their family and her 
numerous national and 
international projects. 

Visitors arc encouraged to fill 
out the site's inquiry form for 
more information or they can 
e-mail the queen directly at 
"noor tirnoor.gov. jo.” 

The Web site, which was 
designed hy Amman-based 
Magnet Internet Services, is 
hosted on the local servers of 
the National Information 
Center (NIC) and Global 
Onc/Jurdan and on the servers 
of Arab Net. ■ 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Af Hussein Foundation 

ond 

$4 The American Center 

present 

Artistic Ambassadors 

FAARKWEIGER (OBOE) 

AND ROBERT CONWAY (PIANO) 

A Cultural Presentation of the 

Lui'iigp- United States of America JAamri 
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.AMMAN 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The French Embassy 


A VIOLIN AND PIANO RECITAL 

Christoph Poiget, violin 
and 

Alfred Herzog, piano 

Wednesday, 4 June 1997 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Auditorium of Union Bank for Investment 
and Savings -Shmeisani 

In the program pieces by Schubert Beethoven, 
Faure, Debussy and Ravel. /t 


Ticket price: JD 7 
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Tickets available ak 

- AJahfia-AtMla Superstore. teLegugi 

- Afissar Flowers, tel. 5527695 - 

- Aitisana, let. 647858 

• BaOfche, tel. 661322 

-CafleMoka, tel. 856285 

• Music Box, tel- 815745 

• Philadelphia Book GaBery, ^ ^ . ■ 

- Radisson SAS Hotel, tel. 60 ?iS 158w 

- Safeway, tel. 685311 w . 

- The National Music 
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{ISomj taur. Rearfte of a Hanam Unverety study conclude But effects of aeconttrand 

Ogaraoa Brooha la far more daigarous to non-afr»tera than prevtouaty thought.) 


Our Say. . . 


A glimmer of hope for peace 

TWO HUMBLE, but important, developments relating to the struggling Middle 
East peace process took place this week that may yet revive hopes that the ailing 
process could somehow find itself on the road to recovery. 

The beginning of the long-awaited delivery of about 30 million cubic meters of 
fresh water from Lake Tiberias into Jordan on Tuesday has focused attention on 
one of the fruits of regional peace in this water-hungry region. In spite of earlier 
problems paused by the Israeli side, and as a result of the intervention of His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein, the Israeli side has finally relented and decided to honor its 
commitments under the bilateral peace treaty. The delivery of our share of water 
is a major development for Jordan, a country that today finds itself grappling with 
an acute water shortage crisis that cannot be solved unilaterally. 

The second positive development is the one-day summit meeting between Egyp¬ 
tian President Hosni Mubarak and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 
Sharm El Shaikh also on Tuesday. While little has filtered out of the meeting, it 
appears that the Israeli leader has understood the urgency of resuming negotia¬ 
tions with the Palestinian side. The meeting took place at a time when all US ef¬ 
forts to re-engage the negotiators had met with dismal failure. The main obstacle 
before reactivating the process remains Israel's decision to build a new settlement 
in occupied East Jerusalem—a decision that Israel continues to defend until now. 

The Palestinians are determined to maintain their opposition to that move and 
boycott any further talks until Israel freezes all settlement building and expansion. 
Jordan and Egypt support the Palestinian stand and have also exerted pressure on 
Israel to amend its position. The United States, which has decided to suspend the 
mission of its special Middle Eastern envoy, Dennis Ross, to the region until the 
two parties settle their differences, is sending confusing signals to all parties. 

This is the time for a focused Arab policy to make its presence felt. While an 
Arab summit does not appear to be in the offing, a meeting of Arab foreign minis¬ 
ters may be a good idea to give the Palestinian side a much needed boost. At the 
same time, the Arab side should consult with Jordan and Egypt, both of which 
have kept their lines of communications open with all sides. 

The delivery of water to Jordan this week is an example of how peace in the re¬ 
gion can transform the lives of its people to the better. It is also an example of 
how diplomacy and negotiations were able to pressure Israel into respecting its 
commitments. 

Israel is committed to the Palestinian side as well under various pacts and agree¬ 
ments. Since the arrival of Mr Netanyahu to office the course that the process was 
leading had taken a different direction. That direction has led to a total collapse in 
negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians and put the entire process in jeopar¬ 
dy. The humble developments of this week may renew our hopes that all is not 
lost. But the ball remains in Israel's court. ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


Rude and illogical 


To The Editor 


We are a travel corporate house provid¬ 
ing hotel and car rental services to Jorda¬ 
nian trade offices and corporations. One 
of the destinations that we promote is Bei¬ 
rut 

A client asked me to help them out with 
their visa, so I went to the [Lebanese] Em¬ 
bassy on the 2nd Circle to obtain an appli¬ 
cation. 

I was surprised when they refused to 
hand me an application, the reason being 
is that they only hand out applications be¬ 
tween 8:00 am and 8:30 am although their 
official working hours are between 8:00 
am and 10:00 am. For the record I ar¬ 
rived at the Embassy at 9:00 am. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my disappointment at the level of 


people that they have meeting people and 
handing applications. They are very rude 
and refuse to speak in any logical mann er. 

The ironic thing about all this is the fact 
that Lebanon is in desperate need for 
touristic travel as well as business travel. 

During March ‘97 Lebanon launched 
its first ‘Shopping festival” to promote in¬ 
coming travel, and they continue to strive 
on promoting tourism. 

Yet they are constantly making it diffi¬ 
cult for qualified business men and wom¬ 
en to travel there. 


Sincerely Yours. 


Nassim Majdalawi 
Travel Vendor Manager 
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Post Hebron realities 


Peace process at 
lowest point in history 


By Edward Said 

WHEN I visited Hebron last July. I paid a 
call on an old friend. Mayor Mustafa 
Nats he, to find out what he saw os the 
future of his town. He told me that he had 
pleaded with Yasser Arafat and his men 
during the 1995 negotiations that led up to 
Oslo “not to sign an agreement that would 
give a Palestinian seal of approval to the 
4S0 illegal settlers—most of them fanatics 
squatting with such offensive, even 
murderous, insistence in the centre of an 
Arab town." 

“It isn't just the principle of the thing 
that is so galling." he said, “but the fact 
that giving them this foothold in our midst 
by partitioning the town mokes it possible 
for them to use Hebron as a precedent for 
staying in all their other settlements, 
extending their reach further all over the 
West Bank." 

Nauhe's pleas went unheard, as Arafat 
and his team pressed ahead with their 
Israeli peace 'partners' who consolidated 
their gains with. I suspect, a sense of 
disbelief. How else could even the most 
hardened Israeli explain that the 
Palestinians had accepted a formula for 
‘coexistence' in Hebron which gave 450 
people (with the Israeli army guarding 
them) the choicest 20 percent of the town's 
commercial centre, whereas the 160.000 
resident Palestinians were expected to he 
happy that they got SO percent, so bogged 
down with conditions as to make it a 
peripheral part of the Israeli enclave. 

What son of 'strategic' calculation by 
the Palestinian leadership produced 
acquiescence in the Israeli settler 
population being allowed to carry arms, 
abetted by Israeli patrols given virtually 
the run of the surrounding hills, while the 
Palestinian police were limited to a few 
poorly armed men, theoretically subject to 
Israeli restraints? 

Nevertheless, there seemed to he 
genuine euphoria among Hebronites. for 
whom the presence of Israeli settlers and 
soldiers has been so unpleasant an ordeal: 
just seeing some of them leave in the hope 
of not having them come back on quite the 
same basis as before supplied a good day's 
worth of celebration. 

But much of the jubilation will be as 
short-lived os it was when Ramallah and 
Nablus went through the same happy 
catharsis 18 months ago. Hehron 
was not liberated: 80 percent of it 
was given the right to administer 
municipal affairs— sanitation, 
health, postal delivery, education, 
local security and traffic—under 
the Palestinian Authority’s 
jurisdiction, with Israel still in 
charge of security, access, water 
and overall sovereignty. 

The ambiguities are evident in 
reports from Hebron in the press. 

On the first day. there were 
reports citing Netanyahu and 
Sharansky as to how Hebron is 
still Israeli, backed up by statistics . 

showing continued Israeli control 
over the city. The next day, editorials and 
stories predicted a Palestinian state 
emerging soon from the messy Palestinian 
‘archipelago' that has left the West Bank 
and Gaza divided into lots of little parts 
without territorial continuity or 
sovereignty. 

On American TV, the de riguei' scene of 
Arafat and Netanyahu shaking hands with 
American mediator Dennis Ross between 
them showed a grim-faced Arafat anxious 
to speed away into the night. As the New 
York Times coyly put it in its jubilant 
report of how well things went, the actual 
amounts of land to be ceded to the 
Palestinians were left entirely to "Israel's 
discretion". 

Now this is precisely how things were 
left in the Oslo II documents, since just 
before the Washington signing, the Israelis 
calmly removed the specific areas of 
re-deployment already agreed with the 
Palestinians and left the timetable. 
Apparently. Arafat demurred at this, but 
under American pressure was made in 
sign. His latest heroics during the Hehron 
negotiations were meant to make up for 
what had happened earlier, but he failed 
again. No wonder he didn't want to answer 
any questions. 

It has been no secret that America, 
which has sub-contracted out its Middle 
Eastern policy to Dennis Ross and his 
coterie of experts, placed Arafat under 
pressure. Israel's political concerns and its 
exaggerated obsessions with security and 
terror were adopted by the American 
middlemen, who were acting as anything 
but honest brokers. There was also an 
important confluence of strategic aims that 
united Netanyahu and Ross: that there 
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should never be anything 
resembling real Palestinian 
self-determination. 

And three-and-a-half 
years after Oslo began. 

‘autonomy’ for Palestinians 
is all that has been 

achieved, in tiny enclaves 
on the West Bank whose 
roads and access are 
controlled by Israel. An 
important town like 
Ramallah now has 
settlements on three sides. 

Sovereignty in the true 
sense of the word remains 
in Israel's hands, and will 
remain so for the 

foreseeable future. 

Why do so many Israelis 
seem upset by this 

agreement, which keeps 
them firmly in charge 
throughout the 

still-Occupied Territories ? 

The reason is an 
ideological fanaticism so 
deep and all-encompassing 
that most western and even 
Arab readers do not have 
an adequate sense of its 
imperatives. Despite the Edward Said 
millions of Palestinians in 
Palestine, they have always 
been considered aliens, to be tolerated at 
most or to be driven out or treated either as 
non-existent or as juridical inferiors. 

Palestine is considered to be the land of 
the Jewish people entrusted to Israel: no 
non-Jews are doctrinally allowed to use or 
have this land. That is why Netanyahu, 
more honest than Peres, has always 
refused to accept the formula 'land for 
peace', and why sovereignty accorded to 
non-Jews has not. and will not be. an 
admissible concept in negotiations. 

I.believe these positions are also shared, 
hy the ‘acceptable' Israelis whose views 
arc aired in western media os 
representative of the peace camp, and who 
brilliantly conceal their real views of 
Palestinians beneath conscience-rending, 
anguished prose. They never bring up 
sovereignty for Palestinians. Many of them 
(including the egregious Henry Kissenger) 
speak or a Palestinian state, which they say 
they would accept, but none of them has 


It has been no secret that 
America, which has 
sub-contracted out its Middle 
Eastern policy to Dennis Ross 
and his coterie of experts, 
placed Arafat under pressure 


specified sovereignty and real 
self-determination for Palestinians. 

Trying to put myself in the shoes of the 
PLO men who continue to produce such 
disadvantageous agreements that do 
notiiing to change the course of Israeli 
policy. I keep asking what our leaders 
must be thinking. They certainly do not do 
very much talking, and share very little 
with their people beyond the usual 
iriumphalist nonsense. 

All I come up with is a series of 
unflattering rationales for going on as 
before, with equally bad results and 
equally tragic consequences for the whole 
people. One is that as long as the peace 
process guarantees the centrality of the 
PLO and its leader, then anything goes. 
Another is that being so out-gunned and 
out-smarted by Israel, you feel you have 
no choice but to go on. trying to brazen it 
out vis-a-vis your own people with hopeful 
but ultimately misleading speeches and 
promises: meanwhile, you surround 
yourself with supporters who tell you what 
you want to hear, and are anxious to help 
you set up feel-good things like a bag-pipe 
bend, a few luxurious cars and houses, and 
postage stamps with your face on them. 
The best thing is to go on as many state 
visits (none of them necessary) as possible, 
one day Stockholm, another Paris, another 
Cairo. 

A third rationale is to make more 
concessions, accepting all the humiliating 
Israeli concessions in the wishful fantasy 
that some day you'll either stop having to 
make concessions or Lhe Israelis will give 
you a few things back. 

Fourthly, you can say that this is 
politics, a dirty business, and so we 
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proceed with the Israelis like partners in 
crime; never mind that they get all the 
advantages, a lot of commercial deals have 
come our way. 

There may be one or two more 
possibilities, but none explains the 
Palestinian streets' acceptance of this 
appalling situation, which seems to worsen 
doily. Many of Arafat’s advisers are 
intelligent men and women, quite a few 
with long histories in progressive politics. 
Why are they so silent? And why do The 
most gifted so willingly accept a few 
material advantages (a car, an office, a VIP 
designation) in return for continuing to 
work with a man whose tactics they loathe 
and whose mistakes over the past few years 
they known—and say openly—has brought 
as Palestinians and as Arabs to one of the 
lowest points in our history? 

Why silence, and why co-operation ? Do 
they feel no obligation towards the truth 
and to the misery of a people whose 
continuing dispossession could 

.—" have been alleviated a thousand 

times better than the PLO has done 
•_> 

In the meantime, most people in 
America and in Europe genuinely 
.believe that peace has improved 
things for the “area’, and that for 
the first time in 30 years the 
Palestinians • are getting their 
freedom. 

This is the cruelty of the 
Palestinian dilemma. We want to 
show that we desire peace, yet 
because of that ‘peace’, the daily 

_ lives of all but a tiny handful of 

■ wealthy businessmen, security 
chiefs and PA employees have become a 
good deal worse. 

For at least six months, the mainstream 
media in the US and Europe have been 
filled with stories about the diplomatic 
front, the negotiations, the impasses and the 
final breakthroughs, and completely void of 
anything that shows real Palestinian lives 
on the ground. 

There has been no coverage of the 
thousands of students in Gaza who cannot 
go back to their schools and universities on 
Lhe West Bank (forbidden by Israel); 
nothing about the large number of 
Palestinians prisoners still festering (and in 
some cases being tortured to death) in 
Israeli prisons; notiiing about the horrors 
that a large family in Gaza with 
unemployed father must go through to 
survive: notiiing about the systematic, 
almost daily reprisals against Palestinians 
who try to prevent their own dispossession 
by Israeli settlers and army: nothing about 
what it means Tor a Palestinian to try to get 
in and out of Gaza (or about all West 
Bankers who have been forbidden entry 
into Jerusalem for a year); nothing about 
the checkpoints that make the little West 
Bunk enclaves seem like stifling ghettos: 
nothing about life under Craft's dreadful 
regime, with books, newspapers and 
magazines censored or banned, the security- 
services threatening average people, and 
corruption killing the possibility of regular 
daily business. 

And nothing, above all, about the total 
absence of law or the rule of law in the 
Palestinian autonomy areas. 

Given all. this, plus the sense of 
frustration and hopelessness tell by every 
Palestinian at the cruel force our leaders are 
forced to enact, it becomes an 
absolute duty to describe the 
actualities of quotidian life 
under the peace 

process—unadorned and in the 
greatest detail possible. 

The world must be told by us 
what our people under 
occupation are still going 
through. This is nor a matter or 
money, but of discipline and 
will. If every one of us first took 
it upon him or herself to be 
informed, and then attempted 
somehow to break through the 
official arid media silence—with 
a letter to the editor, a call to a 
radio or TV station, the 
setting-up of groups to do this 
kind of wort: systematically and 
collectively—then we will be 
beginning our attempt at 
liberation, a laughably modest 
attempt it is true, but surely a 
great deal better than passivity 
and silence. 

The present situation cannot 
last. There are too many 
inequities and injustices right at 
the heart of Palestinian life. Who 
is preparing for the next, 
post-Hebron phase? ■ 

MER 


Winds of 
fear 

IT IS easy in our region to 
resort to machismo when 
resolving disputes. The 
first thing that comes to 
mind is to eliminate by 
force, as if the dialogue of 
weapons is the only lan¬ 
guage we understand. 

We don’t intern! to go 
through such disgraceful 
episodes. Suffice it to say 
that the recent Turkish in¬ 
cursion into Iraq illustrates 
what we are talking abouL 
Turkey has the right to de- 
.fend itself. 1 but does not 
have the right to threaten. 

If there was more re¬ 
gional cooperation, and 
consultation, then the need 
for warfare could.be elimi¬ 
nated. We previously dis¬ 
cussed the idea of regional¬ 
ism and regional identity. 
The fact remains mutual 
self interest, and common 
objectives must be height¬ 
ened to levels that force 
understanding among re¬ 
gional neighbors. 

The latest sore spots, as 
well as endemic ones, in 
the area show that there is 
no alternative to dialogue 
that include all ponies, ag¬ 
grieved or otherwise, to 
find common understand¬ 
ing. and eliminate the use 
of arms to.resolve disputes. 

The pre-requisites for 
such are dearly there: The 
water issue, refugees, terri¬ 
torial disputes, terrorism, 
energy resources and pov¬ 
erty: commonalities that 
links us. Do we break out 
individually, hy contribut¬ 
ing: more to death and de¬ 
struction!, or do we sil to¬ 
gether. to solve problems 
and find permanent solu¬ 
tions for the 21st century. 

Let us not get stuck in 
pedantic definitions, but 
use common sense and ge¬ 
ography to save oureelves 
plenty of energy and 
thought. The collective 
concerns are there, and the 
disputants and issues are 
too obvious to be ignored. 

Our approach cannot be 
but inclusive, meaning, 
that Turkey. Iran, and Is¬ 
rael are major disputants in 
our region. 

The fact that there are 
.many disputes between us 
is more than enough to get 
us together to resolve 
them. Logic, and rationali¬ 
ty must prevail, for us, and 
among us, so that we can 
escape the circle of inse¬ 
curity. and turmoil. 

To exact support from 
the international communi¬ 
ty to proposals made “by 
moderates is an important 
factor that contributes to 
stability and creates confi¬ 
dence and understanding,. 
It is the right of moderates 
to expect such a support. 

Solving the problems of 
our region can't come from 
the outside: they must 
come from within the re¬ 
gion. However, interna¬ 
tional support to the mod¬ 
erate regimes of the area is 
important nevertheless. 

What would he the alter¬ 
native to regional confer¬ 
ence, regionalism, or re¬ 
gional working 

committees? We have the 
Israelis wanting to build 
settlements and talk peace, 
the Turks talking trade and 
sending troops into Iraq. 
Lhe Iranians wanting to 
reach a modus vivendi. 
with their neighbors with¬ 
out relinquishing occupied 
territories, and the Arab 
world embroiled with ri¬ 
valry. 

The regional theater of 
the absurd has become the 
outcome of the constant 
policies of drift and want. 
The economics of despair 
are leading us to the poli¬ 
tics of despair, meaning 
literally, each for his own. 
setting the scene for u fu¬ 
ture in the region. Some 
have attempted to bring 
reason to the region hy 
evolving a policy or new 
axis of alliances. This dan¬ 
gerous policy is likely to 
divide the region even 
more into antagonistic 
blocs. 

Turkey looks towards Is¬ 
rael. Syria towards Greece, 
and North Africa across 
the Mediterranean, while 
the Gulf has a trans- 
Atlantic System security. 
Are we supposed to run in 
order to catch the end tail 
of one alliance or the oth¬ 
er? 

It is the faulty vision of 
not seeing ourselves as one 
complimentary area that is 
dividing us into more clus¬ 
ters. The term regional out¬ 
look, with all its ills, could 
have provided most if not 
all to our collective grie¬ 
vances. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The' balance sheet of 
authorized banks in 
I996;siibwed a noticea¬ 
ble decline. Assets in 
19%_.werc 5% com¬ 
pared with 12% in 1995. 
Deposits increased bv 
only 3.9% compared 
with 7.8% in - 1995. 
According to the annual 
report of the Banks’ 
Association, direct facil¬ 
ities-increased by &%■ in 
1906 against 14.7% the 
previous year. 

The report added that 
banks made 10 loans, 
a mourning to JD 53.4 
million in 1996 com¬ 
pared with 12 Joans 
worth JD 96 million in 

1995. The banks share 
of these was 89.5%. 
while the remainder 
(10.5%) hy the Social 
Security Corp. Four of 
these loans were made 
in LIS dollars, worth 
$39.5 million. The lions 
share went to the Arab 
Bank which participated 
in seven loans at JD8.S 
million (16.5% of the 
total». 

■ The number of tour¬ 
ists who visited Jordan 
during the first quarter 
of this year shows a 
drop of 11 % compared 
with the same time in 

1996. 

According to latest 
statistics, there was a 
decline in American and 
European tourists who 
visited Jordan in the 
first quarter of this year, 
al 12%. and 10% 
respectively. 

However. statistics 
. pointed to a noticeable 
rise in Arab tourists of 
10%. The total of tour-* 
ists from jhe Gulf was 
134421. Also, the num¬ 
ber of Israeli visitors 
was 44077. showing an 
increase of 9%. 

■ The Standards and 
Specifications Corp.. in 
the last two months 
inspected 90 factories. 
About 13 factories were 
issued warnings and two 
closed because of stan¬ 
dard and specifications 
violatations. Similarly 
13 out of 61 chemical 
factories were issued 
warnings and three 
closed. Also seven elec¬ 
trical out of 22 were 
warned. 
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Amman-Detroit 


Now, direct flights from Amman to Detroit on Saturdays. Effective 31 stof May. 
For details, call RJ Sales Offices or your local agent 
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Reflecting the Change- 


Jordanian-European agreement 
continues to raise concern 
among industrial sector 


THE INITIAL signing of the today, it is 50 years behind 
Jordanian-European Associa- Europe, 
lion Agreement in Malta last Jordanian industries are 
month has created a state of expected to face heated corn- 
caution to say the least, petition from similar products 
among Jordanian industrial coming for Europe, particu- 


among Jordanian industrial 
producers. 

Manufacturers, fearing that 
they may get lost in a sea of 
advanced European technolo¬ 
gy. are still wondering about 
their future. Questions about 
the consequences of lifting 
customs duties on local indus~ 
try is much in circulation. 

Will they, for instance, be 
strong enough to face the com¬ 
petition from East Asia? 

Will Jordanian industry be 
strong enough to rehabilitate 
itself within the 12-year “grace 
period, that has been agreed 
upon.” 

The government deals with 
the association agreement as 
an “inevitable reality" that 
should be implemented sooner 
or later, while economists and 
producers argue that it will 
bring more heated competition 
from European products. 

“The initial signing of the 
agreement is seen as putting 
our present industries in jeop¬ 
ardy.” Dr Munir Hamameh. a 
prominent economic analyst 
said. 

It also blocks the way in 
from of new local industries in 
Jordan, added Dr Hamameh. 

The negotiators, who con¬ 
cluded the association agree¬ 
ment after intensive talks, 
would have to bear in mind the 
real situation of the country: a. 
small slate that lacks advanced 
scientific, technological and 
industrial development. -With 
such situation. liiis country 
will face a highly developed 
European continent that has 
high quality advanced technol¬ 
ogy. 

Dr Hamameh stressed that 
many studies for instance, 
pointed at the great technologi¬ 
cal difference between Egypt 
and Europe. In the 1950s 
Egypt only lagged 10 years. 


coming for Europe, particu¬ 
larly if we consider the wide 
gap between our products and 
European ones, he said. 

The problem is that will our 
national industry prove itself 
and stand on a firm base to 
face outside challenges as we 
are moving towards the 21st 
century. 

Is our industry able to match 
with European products and 
technology, or will it have the 
opportunity to follow an 
advanced economic bloc in the 
near future. 

Some experts earlier called 
for a sufficient period to give 
Jordanian industries time to 
prepare themselves for the 
future challenges. 

But there are other factors 
that also have their influence 
on our local industries. This 
includes trade exchange with 
EU members. 

A study prepared by Dr 
Ibrahim Badran on the Jorda- 
nian-European partnership and 
the mechanism of adaptation, 
revealed that Euro-Med trade 
varies from one country to the 
other. ' 

The volume of Jordan trade 
with EU for instance is not 
that much, as the size of Jorda¬ 
nian exports to the EU contin¬ 
ued to fall since the 1980s. 

What is demanded is that 
Jordan should embark on 
measures that would give it a 
strong position to attract the' 
interest of the European iaves- ■ 
tor, importer or partner. Dr 
Zaki AJ Ayoubi. a member in 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
said. He added that there are 
21.000 industrial establish¬ 
ments in Jordan, 95 percent of 
these are small scale. What is 
also needed is the ability to 
have a technological and 
financial edge to enhance per¬ 
formance and the competitive 
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This can be V / 

done . through 4-— 

intensive pro¬ 
grams to restruc¬ 
ture such firms, 
and encourage 
them to merge 
into bigger pro¬ 
ductive units that -• 
are strong enough r - 

to ~ face - v - ; \ 

competition. ’ f 

There is also • =. \“i .. 

another chal- 
lenge—the cus- " 
toms fees 

imposed on f.‘;2 
industrial inputs. ^j$|||| 

The Amman 
Chamber of > k* #llg|| 
Industry has long j’jfgffj 
called for the 
exemption of *-V t njypljSp 
these inputs from 
customs fees. 

This contra- • "V / 
dicls the fol¬ 
lowed measures to exempt car¬ 
gos entering Jordan from 
customs charges. This is one 
of the reasons for the higher 
costs of locally produced 
cargo compared with the 
imported ones. 

Al Ayoubi said thai "we 
have agreed with the govern¬ 
ment to cut the ceiling of such 
protection and not cancel it." 

However, he is optimistic 
saying that the partnership 
agreement prepares Jordanian 
industry to meet the conditions 
of membership in the World 


v'.. 


■M 


lam. 



Trade Organization tWTO) 
and opens new markets for our 
products. 

Moreover, he said free 
trade with Europe will pro¬ 
vide incentive for regional 
trade exchange and will force 
us to reinforce oiir productiv¬ 
ity and quality. Also, the con¬ 
sumer will be the most benefi¬ 
ciary as liberalizing trade will 
give him more options and 
prices, something that would 
not exist under a monopoly 
situation. 

Bui. Dr Yousef Man sour. 


an expert in the Ministry of 
Planning is enthusiastic for 
the partnership agreement 
and confirmed that it will be 
positively reflected on 
national industry. and 
improve its production. 

Dr Mansour throws the ball 
into the comer of the Jorda¬ 
nian industry. He stressed 
that it is time" for these indus¬ 
tries to improve themselves 
and properly utilize such 
opportunity which prepares 
them to enter worldwide mar¬ 
kets. ■ 


Registered companies in industrial 
sector record sharp hike in April 


THE VOLUME of non- 
Jordanian investment in compa- • 
nies shot up last April. This is 
seen as the result of the govern¬ 
ment policy of encouraging 
investment in the country. 

Non-Jordanian investors 


US Airways transfers Apollo Travel 
to Galileo International 


ARLINGTON — US Airways 
Inc. said that it has reached a 
non-binding agreement in prin¬ 
ciple to transfer its 2> percent 
interest in the Apollo Travel 
Services partnership to the Gal¬ 
ileo Internationa] partnership 
for approximately $154 
million. 

An initial public offering of 
common stock was announced 
by Galileo International. Under 
the proposal. US Always. Inc.. 
will maintain an ownership 
interest in Galileo International 

“US Airways is committed 
to enhancing shareholder value 
and today's agreement with 
Galileo clearly is another 
example of that commitment, 
said US Always Chairman and 
CEO. Stephen M. Wolf. “At 
the same time, we will main¬ 
tain our close relationship with 
one of the leading providers of 
travel industry computer reser¬ 
vations systems." . 

The Galileo International 


partnership provides electronic 
global distribution services for 
the travel industry. The com¬ 
pany provides travel agencies 
at approximately 36.000 loca¬ 
tions, as well as other subscrib¬ 
ers. with the ability to access 
schedule and face information, 
book reservations and issue 
tickets for 525 airlines. Galileo 
international also provides sub¬ 
scribers with information and 
booking capability covering 48 
cor rental companies and 220 
major hotel chains with more 
than 35,000 properties through¬ 
out the world. 

US Airways is one of 11 air¬ 
line owners of the Galileo 
International partnership. 

Apollo travel services is a 
separate entity of which united 
airlines owns approximately 77 
percent, US Airways 21 per¬ 
cent and Air Canada two per¬ 
cent. ATS markets the Apollo 
system to some 1.500 travel 


agencies in the US. Mexico and 
certain Caribbean islands. 

In connection with Galileo's, 
purchase of Apollo. US Air¬ 
ways will enter inro a services 
agreement with Galileo, bv 
which US Airways will provide 
marketing and other services 
designed to assist Galileo in 
Developing Apollo's business. 
In the sixth year following the 
transaction. Galileo will pay 
LIS Airways up to $42 million 
(on a present-value basis.) based 
upon improvements in Gali¬ 
leo’s airline booking fee reve¬ 
nue over n five-year period. 

The transaction is condi¬ 
tioned upon various factors, 
including the execution of final 
documents and the successful 

completion of the public offer¬ 
ing. The proceeds of the offer¬ 
ing will be used by Galileo 
toward the purchase of Apollo. 


appear to he more interested in 
the Jordanian market largely 
because of its great potential. 

A total of 52 non-Jordanian 
investors were attracted to this 
country in April. 

Last month. 369 companies 
were registered at a capital of 
JD 12 million, but only JD 
263.000 came from non- 
. Jordanian investments. 

According to statistics 
released by the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, the operat¬ 
ing companies in Jordan 
mulled 46078 until the end of 
hist month. These had a capital 
of JD 3.773 billion. 

The capital of commercial 
sector companies reached 
JD7S5.2H6. This figure was 
divided among 26.194 
companies. 

Capital in the agricultural 
sector stood at JD 17.451 and 
distributed among J16 compa¬ 
nies. As for the contracting sec¬ 
tor. the capital was JD 132.298 
at 1788 companies. 

The services sector has JD 
1.585.515. including 11396 
companies with limited liabili¬ 
ties have a capital nf JD 
1.H07.H96 including 43U6 com¬ 
panies. Capital of public share¬ 
holding companies was JD 
2.119.422 distributed among 
233 companies. 

The number of registered 
companies last April increased 
compared to 36(1 companies at 
a capital of JD 35.383 million 


in April 1996. showing a 
decline of 66%. 

Referring to registering com¬ 
panies according to sector, the 
industrial sector holds first 
rank. During last April, 30 
industrial companies were reg¬ 
istered at tout capital of JD 
4.037 million. This is com¬ 
pared with a capita] of JD 
1.302 million in April 1996 . 
Such figure implies that there 
is a sharp hike of 210% 

On the trade sector, the fig¬ 
ure was slightly unchanged. 
232 commercial concerns were 
registered in April 1 997. 
against 237 in the same month 
last year. However, there is a 
sharp drop in the total capital 
of these concerns. Last April 
the capital amounted to 
JD5.4S0 million, whereas in 
April last year it was JD 
23.157 million. Such repre¬ 
sents a fall of six percent. 

Available statistics point out 
that no company was registered 
in the agricultural sector in the 
time between April 1996 and 
April this year. 

The contracting sector saw a 
decline last April as only four 
companies were registered 
compared with seven compa¬ 
nies in April 1996. showing a 
fill of 43 percent. However, 
the services sector recorded a 
growth of 20 percent. Total of 
registered companies last April 
was 100 compared with 83 in 
April 1996. ■ 



United Arab stance needed 
before the next economic summit 

THE DISPUTE over the inevitable relation between .politics 
and economics arises between now and then, but particu¬ 
larly before holding economic summits. While it is out of 
the question that the two go hand in hand, they can never be 
separated from each other. Some argue however, that poli¬ 
tics should be put aside, and there should be a greater con¬ 
centration on our economy and ways of improving it. 

To a large extent, this dispute shows how narrow-minded 
people can be. Since the signing of the peace treaties, our 
officials have spared no time in calling for the establish¬ 
ment of positive times with Israel. This is despite the fact 
that Israel has also wasted no time in Hexing its muscles. 

But nevertheless. Arabs arc today asked or even forced to 
make further concessions to satisfy what can only he termed 
as Israeli arrogance. 

The former three economic MENA summits (Casablanca 
1994. Amman 1995 and Cairo 19% have failed to minimize 
Israeli influence in the region. On the contrary, these have 
proved as a gateway for Israel to penetrate Arab markets. 

Israel proved to be the main beneficiary us evidenced by 
Arab divisions. Our govemnvents. displaying goodwill after 
the peace treaties, rushed to normalize economic tics with 
Israel Through the exchange of commercial delegations, 
trade contracts and the opening of commercial offices. 

But with the fading optimism of a hrightcr future. Arabs 
soon realized that Israeli promises to rchuild new tics with 
them were mere dreams. 

This was reinforced by the arrival of Likud and Banjamin 
Netanyahu on the Israeli political scene. Today, his hardline 
approach is not only undermining the peace process, hut the 
stability and security of the area. 

The first Arab reaction to such a policy materialized dur¬ 
ing the last economic summit held in Cairo. Participating 
delegations did their best to ‘isolate' Israel. 

Talk is being intensified these days, especially hy Syria, 
to postpone the next MENA Summit which is due to be 
held in Qatar next November. 

Despite the insistence of the Doha government to hold 
the summit in time, some GCC members are also joining 
the diplomatic efforts. They want an assurance that Qatar 
will not host the summit unless Israel stops the building of 
settlements and withdraws from the Golan Heights. 

Recently, the Arab League voted to stop normalization 
with Israel. GCC states also called for a freeze on ties with 
Israel, unless the latter meets its commitments towards the 
peace process. 

Moreover, the Syrians would be doubly upset if Qatar 
decides to go ahead with its plans and sends an invitation to 
Israel to attend. 

Generally speaking. Syria is presently leading a positive 
role in the region, no matter what arc its objectives, as this 
serves our main target—to create a unified Arab stance that 
restores Arab solidarity and cooperation. 

There are positive signals that such unity can be material¬ 
ized. especially since Israeli practices now are threatening 
Jerusalem. GCC. Egypt and Syria will meet in Damascus 
next month again to try and reach an agreement. ■ 


Individual rating 
upgraded for 
Kuwait’s Gulf Bank 

IBCA, the European credit raring agency, I vis 
raised Gulf Bank's individual raring from B,C. to B. 
Its long-term, short-term and legal ratings are 
unchanged at BBB-t- A2 and 2 respectively. 

Gulf Bank, the second largest bank in Kuwait, 
reported another year of very good profits in 1996, 
stemming from its focus on product innovation and 
service quality, a low cost base and its successful 
efforts In recent years to reduce its cost of funds. 
The latter, derived from market recognition of the 
bank's strong financial condition, has enabled it to 
earn a larger spread on its Government Debt Bond 
IGDB) portfolio than the majority of its 
competitors. 

Gradual repayment of GDB’s have reduced the 
portfolio to a level where it is no longer considered 
to have significant adverse implications in relation 
to the bank’s risk profile or performance. Asset 
quality re mains good; tbe bank is well reserved and 
is one or the few Kuwaiti banks which has already 
complied with the central bank's strict new provi¬ 
sioning requirements. The hank has a cautious 
approach to market risk and remains strongly capi¬ 
talized. ■ 
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Landslide election upset 


By Nicholas Goldberg 


TEHRAN. Iran—Whatever it 
may ultimately mean for the 
future of Iran, Mohammad Kha¬ 
tami's stunning landslide in the 
presidential election last Friday 
proves one thing: that the leader¬ 
ship of this Islamic republic is 
badly out of touch with its 
people. 

The regime expected a turn¬ 
out of about 60 percent but 
instead, got 90 percent. Until the 
final day. top officials predicted 
a victory by the establishment 
candidate, the apparent prefer¬ 
ence of the country’s Supreme 
Leader and its conservative par¬ 
liament. Instead. 21 million out 
of 29 million voters backed 
Khatami, a self-styled reformer 
who campaigned on a platform 
of increased openness and 
freedom. 

"This was a very heavy 
defeat for the establishment— 
and a great surprise." said 
Ahmad Borghani. an Iranian 
journalist. "From now on. the 
government is going to have to 
he more accountable for what it 
does." 

By mosL accounts, the vote 
was not a sign of irreversible 
dissatisfaction with the regime. 
Revolution was already tried 18 
years ago and few Iranians are 
ready to try it again. Rather. Fri¬ 
day's vote appears to have been 
a call for moderation and 
change: for an end to rampant 
inflation and for a more relaxed, 
more pluralistic society, where 
satellite dishes are legalized, 
books and newspapers can be 
published freely and where gov¬ 
ernment keeps its restrictive 
rules and regulations out of peo¬ 
ple's private lives. 

Hie question now is how the 
regime will respond. Unlike in 
most Western democracies, an 
electoral mandate, even a mas¬ 
sive one. is not something that 
necessarily has lo be heeded in 
Iran. Supreme Leader Ali Kha- 



shows regime out of touch 


meini, who will remain a more 
powerful figure here than Kha¬ 
tami. and the conservative, 
hard-line parliament can either 
try to interpret the message and 
respond to the concerns evi¬ 
denced in the voting—or they 
can clamp down, close newspa¬ 
pers, silence opponents and 
ensure that only those deemed 
sufficiently loyal to the regime 
are allowed to wield power. The 
regime can view the vote as an 
opportunity to change, perhaps 
the first such opportunity since 
[he -end of the I ran-Iraq war in 
1988. or as an opportunity to 
hold firm with its repressive 
policies. 

In a positive sign, the power 
elite in Iran, including Kho¬ 
meini and the conservative mul¬ 
lahs who hold sway, allowed the 
54-year-old Khatami to run. to 
campaign and ultimately, to win 
and seem prepared lo lei him 
take office. But how much 
power they will give him is in 
question. 

Sunday, much of the day was 
spent on spin control, trying to 
convince die world that the elec¬ 
tion was not a powerful blow to 
the principle of Islamic rule. An 
editorial in the English- 
language Tehran Times, far 
instance, called the enormous, 
unprecedented turnout for Kha¬ 
tami “another vote of confi¬ 
dence to the Islamic system and 
its leadership." 

And during a broad-ranging 
two-hour news conference, out¬ 
going President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani tried to 
play down the differences 
between Khatami and the 
Islamic leaders who are already 
in power, arguing that the Ira¬ 
nian people were satisfied with 
Islamic rule. 

"Some reporters seem to think 
that the election represented a 
protest against the govern¬ 
ment-" he said. "But that is not 
our interpretation ... If you 
study the comments by the can¬ 


didates, you’ll see that the major 
emphasis was on respect for the 
principles that are already fol¬ 
lowed by the government." 

But when pressed, Rafsanjani 
acknowledged that the turnout 
had been surprisingly large, and 
that Khatami's opponent had 
been the preferred candidate of 
most of the country's leaders. 
What’s more. Rafsanjani hinted 
repeatedly that the message of 
the voters had been clearly 
received in the corridors of 
power. 

“I believe that the vote of the 
people is very important and 
that all officials will pay atten¬ 
tion to the wishes of the people, 
within the framework of the 
constitution and Islamic princi¬ 
ples,” he said carefully. “You 


know that in Iran, the leader and 
all of us pay attention to the 
presence of the people, and to 
the turnout. We began our revo¬ 
lution with the people.” 

At the very least, the election 
appears to mark Iran’s continu¬ 
ing. if incremental, move down 
the evolutionary road toward 
greater openness and perhaps 
even pluralism. Conditions are 
still repressive, particularly for 
people who dare to oppose the 
regime. But leaders such as Raf¬ 
sanjani are beginning to talk 
about the formation of political 
parties. Some have talked about 
culling back restrictions on peo¬ 
ple's lifestyles that may have 
been "excessive." as Rafsanjani 
put iL All within the context, of 
course, of political Islam as 


handed down by 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

And Khatami affirmed that 
he's comfortable in that context 
In a message read on state radio 
and television, he called for 
"different forces. views, 
thoughts and skills” to partici¬ 
pate to make a "greater, versa¬ 
tile and proud Iran." 

But he stressed the "need to 
reinforce Islamic foundations 
and values us well us the morals 
of Mohammad" and called on 
Iranians to "unanimously resist 
threats from abroad and vigi¬ 
lantly defend national indepen¬ 
dence and sovereignty in all 
domains." ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Khatami: The victory sign. 


Rafsanjani says Iran will heed voters’ message 



By John Daniszewski 


TEHRAN. Iran-^-Rcsponding to the landslide 
victory of a moderate cleric to succeed him. Ira¬ 
nian President Hashemi Rafsanjani said last Sun¬ 
day that the vote was a message to the country's 
leadership that would not he ignored. 

Rafsanjani said the overwhelming vote for for¬ 
mer Culture Minister Mohammad Khatami 
showed the emergence of a "new idea" that must 
receive due attention from the rest of the 
government. 

“All of the officials of the country are going to 
pay attention to this—within the framework of 
Islamic laws and the constitution." Rafsanjani 
pledged. 

But he denied interpretations that the vote was 
a protest itgainst the hard-line Islamic govern¬ 
ment. saying that all of the candidates' cam¬ 
paigns had emphasized “maintenance of the 
framework and principles of the system." 

Khatami, who surged to victory on a program 
promising greater freedoms and tolerance of dif¬ 
ferent views, trounced his conservative oppo¬ 
nent. Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar Natcq-Nuri. 
the fiivorite of the country's religious establish¬ 
ment and much of the state's administrative 
apparatus. 


In a statement quoted on Iranian television Sun¬ 
day, Khatami said of his victory, “Iran has suc¬ 
cessfully passed another test and a new era has 
begun in the shining history of the Islamic 
Republic. 

“All forces, all thoughts, opinions md skills" 
are now needed to move forward, Khatami said 
in the statement, which was monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corp. 

In what could be a signal of on era of reforms 
to come, the still-powerful Rafsanjani promised 
that he will work to help Khatami cany out his 
program apd will support any plans by the new 
president to allow women to serve as Cabinet 
ministers or in other high positions in the next 
government. 

Rafsanjani also expressed hope that this year's 
presidential race will lead to the development of 
political parties, which he called "a requirement 
for good governance." 

Draping himself comfortably in a throne-like 
chair and smiling during much of a two-hour 
news conference, the white-hirbaned Rafsanjani 
appeared unperturbed and unsurprised by the 
results. "It seems that since Mr Khatami has pre¬ 
sented a better program for the future, he has 
drawn most of the votes." he said. 

He pointed out that Khatami had done a much 


better job of reaching out to young voters. In 
Iran, 75 percent of the 61 3 million people are 
under25. 

When a reporter suggested that voters 
appeared to want to lift Islamic strictures on per¬ 
sonal conduct, such as the rule that women must 
be covered in public and theban pn.spcial rela¬ 
tionships between unmarried people of the oppo¬ 
site sex, Rafsanjani said he believes that most Ira¬ 
nians would oppose such "vicious demands." 

■ Nevertheless, he hinted dial there might he a 
possibility of relaxation by the next government 
“Maybe some of the restrictions have been 
excessive,” he said. “All of these restrictions may 
not be desirable.” . 

Alluding to a conservative bloc in parliament 
that had thwarted some of his own reform plans. 
Rafsanjani said he hopes that "petty factional 
problems will not have any negative impact" on 
the next government - ' . : . / 

There were already signs of rapid adjustment 
to the new political realities caused by Khatami's 
overwhelming victory. The parliament where 
about 200 out of 270 deputies had backed Nateq- 
Nuri. on Sunday passed a resolution of full coop¬ 
eration with Khatami. ■ 


LA Times- Washington Past News Service 
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Development sowing scene 


of discontent 


By Rebecca Trounsan 


MAALE ADUM1M. Occupied 
West Bank—On a vast expanse 
of open land in the rocky hills 
west of this booming Israeli set¬ 
tlement the next explosive 
housing controversy may he 
taking shape. 

To Benny Kashriel. the 
mayor of Munle Adumim. the 
plans for a new neighborhood 
on the city's outskirts will 
allow it to attract thousands of 
residents and Jerusalem-areu 
visitors with hotels, shops and 
new homes. 

“It's a question of business." 
Kashriel said of the proposal 
for 1,500 apartments and 3.000 
hotel rooms. "It’s not ideologi¬ 
cal at all." 

But to Palestinians. Israeli 
liberals and Western diplomats, 
the 3.000-acre site, strategically 
located between Mnale Adu¬ 
mim and Jerusalem, is a signifi¬ 
cant new danger to Middle East 
peacemaking, already derailed 
by Palestinian anger over 
Israel's decision in March lo 
build a Jewish neighborhood 
inside traditionally Arab cast 
Jerusalem. That construction, 
on a disputed hilltop called Har 
Homa in Hebrew and Jobal ubu 
Ghncim in Arabic, set off Pal- 


Prime Minister Hariri defends Lebanese 
government live on Orbit’s Ala Al Hawa 


pecial interview with Emad 
deeb, Lebanese Prime.Mmis- 
q Hariri defended the Leba- 
verament’s current position 
ig the political, economic and 
tnationin. the country. The 
was the last in a special edition 
r Ala Al Hawa broadcast live 
IdniL The interview with 
illows that of Hassan Nasral- 
retary General of HizboUah, 
peared on Ada Al - Hawa 23 
ime Minister Hariri has, in the 
fled on HlzboHab lo cease 
with Israeli forces- . 

Vime Minister addressed in 
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use those ot its citizens, an 
repressed by the opposition, 
g the country* both economl- 
sodally. according to Harm, 
u investment- to 
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e ati,a strategy to pj®*®” 
wrt condndye to -fr° b 
Iri also noted the government 
ay improving sdhools, hospi- 



and 


tais and other social projects 
will condone to do so. 

When confronted by host Adeeb 

regarding the current Syrian presence 


in Lebanon, Hariri described it as 
“necessary ” stating that their pres¬ 
ence was needed to stand against 
repeated Israel! attacks, adding that 
instability in Lebanon affects the sta¬ 
bility in Syria. 

Hariri took this opportunity to 
introduce a proposal Tor a new electo¬ 
ral system for Lebanon's future. The 
Prime Minister stressed this new sys¬ 
tem would involve deputies represent¬ 
ing all Lebanese people —not limited 
to one sect 

Ala Al Hawa, Orbit’s exclusive inno¬ 
vative live nightly talks, show, is 
broadcast on Af Thania, the network’s 
premium Arabic language channel, 
from Saturday to Wednesday at 6:30 
pm. GMT, and is currently sponsored 
by Al-Jazfrah Vhides Agencies QoJ 
Ford. Viewers throughout the Arab 
world can participate directly in the 
live. broadcast, calling or faxing in 
with their questions. The special edi¬ 
tion from Beirut has also been availa¬ 
ble on Lebanon’s Future Television. ■ 


estinian riots and a deadly sui¬ 
cide bombing at a Tel Aviv 
cafe. 

The project lor Maalc Adu¬ 
mim—the West Bank's largest 
settlement—appears poised to 
become the next scene of con¬ 
frontation in a rapidly intensi¬ 
fying struggle over the West 
Bank lands Israel captured in 
1967. 

Israel characterized the Har 
Homa decision as a step 
toward alleviating a severe 
housing shortage in Jerusalem. 
Palestinians decried it as pan 
of an Israeli plan to surround 
cast Jerusalem with Jewish 
neighborhoods, choking it off 
from the West Bank and keep¬ 
ing it from ever becoming the 
capital of an independent Pales¬ 
tinian slate. 

The Maale Adumim propo¬ 
sal is at least as controversial 
—partly because of a new US 
government study that ques¬ 
tions the need for more hous¬ 
ing in the area. 

The proposal, which sup¬ 
porters and opponents alike say 
is headed for government 
approval, comes amidst a 
forceful new push by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
to expand Jewish settlements 
on the West Bank, fulfilling 
campaign promises to cement 
Israel's hnld over the occupied 
territory. The Israeli peace 
group Peace Now. which moni¬ 
tors settlement activity, says 
Netanyahu’s administration is 
approving new construction al 
a rate nearly twice as fast as the 
previous governments. 

This week. Netanyahu dug 
in further, rejecting the US sur¬ 
vey and vowing to provide set¬ 
tlers with additional construc¬ 
tion and funding. 

The survey, disclosed by the 
Israeli newspaper Haareiz and 
confirmed by US officials, 
found that 26 percent of the 
homes in West Bank settle¬ 
ments and 56 percent of those 
in the Gaza Strip arc empty. 

Netanyahu immediately 
denounced the statistics as 
"false by an order of magni¬ 
tude. to put it mildly." The 
prime minister said he had no 
exact figures for the number of 
empty homes in West Bank 
settlements hut said it is far less 
than 25 percent of all dwellings 
there. 

"This is a groundless asser¬ 
tion." Neuinyahu declared dui- 
ing u tour this week of Jordan 
Valley communities'. "I can 
assure you that this is not the 
situation." 

On Wednesday, leaders of 
the 145.000 sealers in the West 
Bank and Gaza Sfrip said there 



are almost no vacancies in set¬ 
tlements near Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv, and far fewer than 
reported even in the more 
remote communities. But they 
said they could give no overall 
percentages. 

Peace Now also described 
the American figures as 
inflated. The group, which 
views settlements as on obsta¬ 
cle to peace, uses Israeli Cen¬ 
tra! Bureau of Statistics figures 
showing the overall vacancy 
rate for the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip at about 12 percent. 
However, those numbers, the 
most recent available from the 
government, are from 1995. 

There is little doubt that the 
settlement issue is back on cen¬ 
ter stage. American diplomats, 
who monitor settlement growth 
with site visits and, reportedly, 
with satellite photography, say 
Netanyahu's insistence on 
expansion is complicating US 
efforts to forge a territorial 
compromise between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Sculer leaders said the leak 
of the survey, in the midst of 
the crisis in the peace talks, 
appeared aimed at pressuring 
Netanyahu to freeze construc¬ 
tion in the lands they in the 
West Bank. 

"It's the first time I feel a 
psychological war against us 
by the United States,” said Pin- 
has Wallerstein, chairman of 
the Council of Jewish Commu¬ 
nities of Judea, Samaria and 
Gaza. “1 don't want to say this 
is a lie but it’s a huge mistake.” 
There are more than 140 settle¬ 
ments in the West Bank and 


Gaza, with a population of 
about 145.000. Many residents 
live in the communities for 
religious or ideological rea¬ 
sons, but others say their rea¬ 
sons are economic: Housing 
there tends to be cheaper than 
in Israel’s larger cities. 

Palestinians view settlements 
as an attempt by Israel to estab¬ 
lish “facts on the ground" that 
will pre-empt the final peace 
arrangement between the two 
sides. The Maale Adumim pro¬ 
ject would ail but sever the link 
between Palestinian communi¬ 
ties of the northern West Bank 
and Abu Dis. a village near 
Jerusalem often mentioned by 
Palestinian moderates os a pos¬ 
sible compromise capital for 
their hoped-for state. 

“With this, Israel can close 
off any hope we have about 
Jerusalem," said Khalil Tufokji. 
the Palestinians' chief geogra¬ 
pher. “Here, they can destroy 
the future of Palestine." 

Netanyahu says the interim 
accords his predecessors 
signed with the Palestinians do 
not explicitly prohibit rsracl 
from building in settlements, 
and he argues that the housing 
is desperately needed. 

Since Netanyahu look office 
last June, his government has 
given final approval to- con¬ 
struction of about Z400 apart¬ 
ments in four communities, 
according to Peace Now direc¬ 
tor Mossi Raz. Plans for 
another 2,900 units ore await¬ 
ing authorization by the West 
Bank’s civil administration 
before being sent to Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai, 


who is empowered io give the id 
final approval. * 

Several thousand more apart¬ 
ments are in earlier stages of 
regional and municipal 
approval, according to several 
sources. 

In addition. Netanyahu’s 
government, unlike Labor, has 
embraced settlement growth in 
every part of the West Bank, 
not only in communities nestr 
Jerusalem or the 1967 Green 
Line. For example, Raz noted, 
the tiny northern settlement of 
Ganim. near the Palesiiman- 
comrolled city of Jenin, was 
given approval in March to 
build 310 apartments, tripling 
its size. Jt 

Even more significant, he ” 
said, is a nearly palpable shift 
in the attitude of the Israeli 
public In recent months, 
becoming gradually more 
accepting of settlement growth. 

The spokeswoman for Wal- 
lerstein’s settlement umbrella 
organization, who has faulted 
Netanyahu since his election 
for not. doing enough for set¬ 
tlers. was relatively positive in 
her comments. 

"Before. 1 would have given 
him a D-." said the spokes¬ 
woman, Aliza HcrbsL of the 
prime minister's settlement 
policy. "Now, it's probably a 
C+. He’s belter than the aver¬ 
age government, but. he hasn't 
lived up to his promises to 
allow us to expand beyond nat¬ 
ural growth.” ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post -a 
News Service 
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A travelogue 

personal view of Brunei 


- ; . ; By Ibrahim Khalil 

Sjxe&itfrip The Star 

fortiieinquisitive visitor, Brunei would 
•' - of dreatns - a chance to ex£ri 

SaffS?; P« .«* «fc that is chS- 
-croed^y the intermingling of races cui- 
- tuT^ ami traditions. The count™ * 
• of *»* Malay race, yet^ 

a Imge.Chmese community. The laneuaS 
* w Malay and Lhe official raK? 

ictus Islam but people of other religions 
may -practice freely. 6 

ygaalso why Brunei is referred to as 
Darussalam, the “Abode of Peace " ** 

tatte middle of the South China Sea, 
Brunev whose pop u,a, ion numbers ^ 

more that 300.000. is located in the north- 
tosI corner of Borneo and has a land bor- 
derwiththe Malaysian state of Sarawak. 

. This Uny country of 5.765 square kilom- 
“ en u dowed with oil-rich deposits 

• ai ^' ,S ^S“lf 1116 comer stone for the coun¬ 
try, s rapid development. 

j^F 3 ^ 5 - Brunei’s skyline was 
. transformed into a kaleidoscope of archi¬ 
tectural edifices. But Islamic design and 
tradition predominated as evidenced in the 
futuristic slab modem structures and the 
traditional concrete settings of central 


courtyards and fountains. 

The picturesque setting is due to the 
guiding hand of its ruler. Sultan Haji Has- 
®? n, l Ikiah. He has always insisted that 
the Muslim character of the state, which 
took a foothold in Brunei as early os 1371. 
should always be reflected in its institu¬ 
tions and its styles of buildings. 

They in turn have also been designed to 
suit Brunei’s somewhat harsh climate. Hot. 
humid and wet all year round, the Brunei 
design as it were, has been developed to 
include special insulation, and shading 
devices that are coupled with reflective 
paving and glass; a development to provide 
extra comfort to locals and visitors. 

What is interesting also is the water gar¬ 
den incorporated in the traditional settings, 
a concept that dates back to medie'vaj 
■slam. 

These aspects combined with the rela¬ 
tive smallness of Brunei makes it a haven 
for tourists. Indeed, they can see the won¬ 
ders of Darussalam in a relatively short 
space of time. 

It would also be fair to say that visitors 
taking Bumei as their holiday destination 
would be looking for the exotic, for a civil¬ 
ization that combines centuries of develop¬ 
ment and preservation as it has become 
famous for its cultural tourism and rain 
forests that cover over 75 percent of the 
country. 

Thus. Brunei represents two beautiful 
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One of the bustling beaches of Brunei 

extremes, a set of contrasts for the inquisi¬ 
tive visitor who likes a bit of adventure, it 
has the almost veneer buildings of 
mosques and museums on ihc one hand 
and the nigged lush equatorial rain forests 
on the other. 

Take the Omar Ali Snilddien Mosque 
for example. Completed in 1958 alter the 










Russians shrug off 
cannibalism cases 


By Vanora Bennett 


UZNETSK. Russia— 
Ik rough and walk 
jt under the grime on 
s. Dima. Sasha. Lyo- 
Vitya have sweet 
rhe homeless street 
e the picture of 
lily. 

ive in a cellar. They 
sniff glue. And they 
of the way of adults 
y mean trouble—the 
parents, crazed down- 

irown-ups ignore the 
hildren underfoot in 
■essed Siberian steel 
* of the many places 
sia’s new capitalism 
iverty is on every face 
imes bred neglect, 
s person in Novokuz- 
J take a passionate 
i children like these, 
ed they were the detri- 
emocracy. the future 
cts and prostitutes of 
eedom. 

in Spesivtscv killed 
tot victim said before 
t Spesivtsev and ms 
io cooked some of his 

oneofatleasiadoren 
0 f . cannibalism 
In Russia in the last 

jesivtsev. a mustachi- 

ar-old with a 
jail awaiting uial on 
of murder. The 

trims home. Body 
hed up m ih njj 
summer, near the 
ere his mother. Lyud- 
vtseva worked. 

ncup to me once, but 

iy” Lyosha, an 11 

rfiin. reclllS < S*£ 

•*He was always 

.plass.itebniuOitf 

e casual a smjonW; 
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town. anyone not 


directly affected by him has 
ignored the story- “People have 
token it quietly. Everyone here's 
too busy Dying to get hold of 
the next crust of bread to worry 
about Spesivtsev,” prison gov¬ 
ernor Vladimir K. Romanov 
said. 

Even the families of the vic¬ 
tims are taking their loss in pas¬ 
sive fashion. They don't know 
how to lobby. They don’t expect 
justice. Spesivtsev's victims 
were from the underclass; vil¬ 
lage girls whose parents are 
semi-Hterate workers ai dying 
factories. Spesivtsev comes 
from a family with friends in 
high places in town. 

To his victims, the latest out¬ 
rage is just one more proof lhai 
they are at the mercy of every 


out of Spesivtsev’s apartment. 

No one came, although the 
police were supposed (o be 
scouring town to find the person 
throwing body parts into the 
river, Spesivtsev had a criminal 
record that mighr have made 
him a prime suspect—a teenage 
girl was found dead in his apart¬ 
ment in 1991. 

Police only broke down his 
door four months later, and even 
then only because plumbers 
complained he wouldn't let 
them in to mend a broken pipe. 

Inside, they found Spesivt¬ 
sev’s last victim, Olya Galueva. 
15. She was dying on the couch 
of stab wounds ro the stomach. 
Nearby were a headless corpse 
in the bath and a skeletal rib 
cage in the main room. 


Most grown-ups ignore the ragged 
children underfoot in this 
depressed Siberian steel town, one 
of the many places that Russia’s 
new capitalism forgot 


whim, however cruel, of the 
neglectful rulers of their social 
hierarchy: the maniac who 
preyed on them, the police who 
are investigating at a snail s 
pace the chronically inefficient 
judicial system, and the bribe¬ 
taking bureaucrats who are too 

^NcwokuaSsk. site ° f five 
enormous steelworks, has fared 
badly since the advent of 

^Th^Sal-niining tow* 1 * ®JJ 

around are bankrupt. Itjs hard 
to find anyone on the street who 
has been paid his salary °^P^“ 
sioh-m the 

crisis of the past six monthsJBut 
ll0 one is starving. So mebo ^j 
LL, 0 je eel by. They take second 
Bgi& « sales kiosks on. 
iv^y Smer. A local mafia 

srassya 

aid the deafening music coming 


Olya and two 13-year-old 
friends had disappeared a month 
before. Police and doctors had 
ignored their frantic parents' 
appeals to find them, insisting 
that the trio must have run away 

Olya told the police a pitiful 
story: She had gone out with her 
friends to buy batteries and 
bumped into Lyudmila Spesivt- 
seva. weighed down with shop¬ 
ping bags. The three girls had 
helped Spesivtseva home. Once 
there, mother, son and a fierce 
Newfoundland dog trapped 
them inside. 

Lyudmila M. Barashkina. 
Zhenya’s mother who now gets 
paid in chicken legs rather than 
cash for her work in a village 
poultry factory, weeps when she 
remembers how contemptuous 
police officers returned her 13- 
year-old daughter’s corpse and 
skull to bury—but gave her the 
wrong skull Ai die last minute, 
she had to cancel the funeral. 

Alone among the threadbare 
inhabitants of 53 Pioneer Ave¬ 
nue—a rough apartment block 


where lights and elevators work 
only sporadically and violent 
graffiti covers Lhe walls—the 
Spesivtsev family was relatively 
well-educated. 

Meantime, no one in Novo¬ 
kuznetsk wants to discuss what 
sent Spesivtsev over the edge. “I 
can’t say a thing. Ask the inves¬ 
tigators,'' was the only comment 
from Gennady P. Shuryayev. 
chief doctor at the local psychi¬ 
atric institute. 

But what is certain is that he 
was not hungry. His mother and 
sister both had jobs. Police 
found stacks of building materi¬ 
als—linoleum. lightbulbs—in 
his home, suggesting some sort 
of traffic in stolen goods. 

So why did he break lhe ulti¬ 
mate taboo? In his jail cell. Spe¬ 
sivtsev passes his days writing 
poems and reflections on the 
evils of Russia's new permissive 
democracy, which he believes 
has turned the safely regulated 
Soviet world he once knew into 
a violent free-for-all of corrup¬ 
tion. vice and cheating 
politicians. 

Asked by police how he justi¬ 
fied his crimes. Spesivtsev 
answered with a shrug: "How 
many people has our democracy 
destroyed? Aren't people dying 
on railway stations because of 
our democracy?" 

Spesivtsev is undergoing psy¬ 
chiatric testing to sec whether 
he is sane enough to stand trial. 
His mother, is imprisoned in a 
separate cell. 

According to prison governor 
Romanov, psychiatrists have not 
yet found any reason to declare 
the now dociie Spesivtsev crimi¬ 
nally insane. But local journalist 
Zdcnchukov recalls an inter¬ 
view with him which showed an 
unhealthy willingness lo con¬ 
sider human flesh as a commod¬ 
ity to be traded. 

"As we w'ere leaving. Spesivt¬ 
sev asked us if we couldn't 
organize the sale of... his head." 
Zelenchuknv recalled. The 
inmate wanted the money to 
buy cigarettes. "He thought 
some institute might want to 
study his brain after his execu¬ 
tion and might pay. in advance, 
in cigarettes." ■ 

• LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


2Sth ruler ul Bninci. Omar Ali Saifddien. 
this magnificent edifice represents true 
Islamic an in south cast Asia. Based on 
Islamic calligraphy. Arabesque of flowers 
and trees and towering engineering struc¬ 
tures ol huge columns and minarets it rep¬ 
resents ihc true Islamic identity of Brunei. 
This edifice is an eye-opener, it would be 
an understatement to say that the mosque 
dominates the country’s capital city and 
seat of government. Bander Seri Bcgwun. 

Indeed together with ihc Jame' Asr Has- 
sanil Bolkiah Mosque, these structures ena¬ 
ble visitors not only lo see Islam from 
another perspective but to marvel at its 
expanse, a religion that originated from the 
heart of Arabia. 

Despite its size. Brunei has an impres¬ 
sive number of palaces, monuments and 
museums. The Istana Nural AI lman is the 
monarch's residence It's open to the pub¬ 
lic during (he Hnri Raya Puusa festival 
when Sultan Bolkich and the royal family 
personally greet visitors. 

On the cultural side, there is the Brunei 
Museum, the Malay Technology Museum 
and the Roy til Regalia Museum. These 
houses represent the history of Brunei and 
its development through out the ages. In 
addition to ancient bronze ware. Chinese 
ceramics, jade and other archaeological 
artifacts, the museum has a unique collec¬ 
tion ul Islamic art and a private collection 
of elaborately gilded holy Korans. 

The Malay Technology Museum on Ihc 
other hand depicts old cottage industries 
like waving, gold and silversmithing and 
local house construction. With the develop¬ 
ment of the oil industry and the boom 
years, these traditional industries became 
the memory of a bygone age. 

Away from culture is the lush greenery 
and the rain forests. Bumei boosts of a 
multitude of parks and nature reserves. The 



i; 


Jame •’ Asr Hassanil Bolkiah Mosque 


concept of ecotourism has come to play u 
big part in Brunei's lifeline with theme, 
recreational parks and forests dominating 
the country. 

Brunei is divided imo four districts. The 
Temburong district is the heart of Lhe rain 
forest. It includes the Peradayun Forest 
Recreation Park, the Batang Duri Park, the 
Outward Bound Brunei and the Kuala 
Be la long Mini Park. 

However the Ulu Temburong National 
Park for instance, within the Butu Apui 
Forest Reserve, can be regarded as one of 
the most majestic. 

Rich in biodiversity, the park itself is an 
area of 50.000 hectares. Although the land 
remains largely unexplored due to its 


rugged terrain, the Brunei Forestry Den t. 
has established nature trails, guest hm^c*. 
and camping sites l«*r the intcrczcu 
enthusiasts. 

However. f»»r those who want !•■ laic a 
more relaxed holiday, they can ta/c an •mi..! 
the extensive coastline ol the sandy Miv.r.i 
or Scrasa becche* There arc uiimcM-j- 
water sporting activities n. indulge in. 

The visitor to Bninci v.unkl expect i<* 
see and experience a niuiiilude ol culu 
different activities, jinl. v.iili ns mnne/. j'. 
hotels, a great variety of .icconmi’idation 
designed to provide ever, comfort ;• >-a 
need. Through its international airport >.i«j 
can easily gci to the country from .i’ny- 
wherc in the w orld. ■ 
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Express exchange 

• After 15-year absence, the Food and Beverage Ex¬ 
change is bads! The Hotel Inter.Cundnental Jor¬ 
dan’s F&B Committee published the first volume for 
Middle East and Africa and distributed it to sister 
hotels worldwide. The launching of re-implementing 
the magazine coincides with the 1997 year of F&B as 
announced by Intercontinental worldwide. 

In order to introduce the inaugural publication in 
style, the Hotel InterContinental had the first F&B 
Exchange delivered to Area President Mr Raymond 
G. Khalffe in person. The messenger was dressed In 
a traditional Jordanian outfit and band delivered 
publication copies that were also sent to the F&B 
Conference in Egypt and mailed to all F&B manag¬ 
ers in the area and General Managers world wide. 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
EXCHANGE 
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Mimer takes public 
into another world 


~:rj- - b- 


By Anca de Maio 

Special to The Slur 


F or the first time in Jordan. 

French pantomimist j 
Thierry Deschaumes J 
gave five rcprcsenta- 
uons of his highly interactive M 
and extremely entertaining re 
"Mime et Tvs me' show, with the m 
direct and vivid participation of 
the public in Amman. Irbid and 
Aqaba. 

At his convincing invitations, 
children and adults took turn 
to join him on stage. On 
the spur of the moment, 
they found themselves 
transformed into ^B;" 

impromptu mimers 
acting more and more 
naturally under the jr 

gesticulated diax- 
lion of the V; 

protagonist. 4 

Originally VE 

created hy Thierry M* #. :: fi 
and Heicne < fll ' ^J|L- ^ 

Deschaumes. the 
representation 
opens with a sym- 
holic moment of 
classical panto- 

mime on the theme 
of 'freedom'. A 
sequence of six wordless 
sketches follows, illustrating cither 
simple everyday life actions like 


driving a car. keeping fit, watching TV. or other 
natural events: falling in love, dancing, playing 
on instrument. This, ail in an amazing coordina¬ 
tion of body technique and sound effects. 
“Many people associate pantomime to 
Ipft mute gesturing, which is not true. Only 
words arc not al lowed, the rest— 

;imitative and musical sounds—and 
• 4C-, very important elements in this type of 
C v ; show.” says Deschaumes. a suppoaer 
BjL f.' of the ‘democratisation of 
tfLcJ pantomime.' 

“After I became trained in 
classical pantomime in 

jBflBf? Paris and Grcneuble in 

T- (he tradition of Mar- 

j cel Marceaux. the 

~- ff-J best mimer of the 

world, I thought of 
n^^B finding a formula 
IS^^B that was different 
f vj^^B from abstract intel- 
lectualised panto- 
: mime and the 

ft,. JI^B immitation of pas- 

sers-by on (he 

m . streets of Paris, and 

Mr"*--- r ? H that was interactive 

W. IA ■ pantomime.” he 

. points oul. 

IB W Rounded up dur- 
HJK’.' ^ ' ing nine years 

training 
and per- 
forming, 
Deschaumes 
'Mime-et- 

rW* Tysme' show 








preserves its freshness by. wS A 
the simple fact that the ?:£, A .Z.../T- 
‘actors' he picks up from ^-zV p Cj»j 

the public differ from show *, $ t 

to show, and from country V*‘4 

to country. "Wc have been , j 

touring with this show A W fc t.V'jl 

from the United Arab Emi- j||p * f 
rates. Qatar. Bahrain and * n . : .i&r 

Yemen to Germany. Swit- 
zerland. England and |3jj ‘ f 

France." he says. Address- sSji ’ \ ^ 

ing all socio-cultural levels 
and age categories (in par- 
licular children). the |S | 

Deschaumes-public live ■■■ --5' 
representations are open to 
an endless variation of 

“By conception, this 

intuitive and psychological 
work. Despite a. few uni- 
versa! rules that I can 
apply anywhere. I run cer- 
tain risks each time, ‘as I ~ r j£ •?. % 
always have to divine the j r 
expectations and anticipate 
the reactions of ‘this' par¬ 
ticular public.” he explains. 

“Generally, a bulky man. a coy teenager, a 
curious child make perfect partners, no matter 
how censed or relaxed they might be." he contin¬ 
ues. “The important thing is to make them slide 
into ‘the imaginary' and play the game for sim¬ 
ple tun. as If in an animated cartoon.” he 
stresses. 

In contrast to the clowns' technique whose 
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Pianist dazzles stage by his music 


Star Staff Writer 


H e is no second fiddle. The music just 
seems to roll of the piano. In his last 
concert at the Royal Cultural Center. 
Hossan Al Mufti played the very best 
in classics to an audience that was only 
too pleased to listen to the pleasures of Bach. 
Mozart. Beethovan and Chopin. 

Al Mufti is no ordinary musician. Bom in 
1965 in Baghdad, he started learning the piano 
at the age of six. and has never stopped playing 
eversince. The audience could tell that he was a 
true professional. The sound, the setting, the 
synchronized crescendos ail contributed to an 
unexpected evening listening to arguably one of 
the Arab world up and coming great musicians. 

Sitting from my angle, what was fascinating 
was the actual body language. The ease of the 
musical notes that rolled of the piano was truly a 
sight to see. The hand movements were made 
with such grace that you can tell that these were 
an essential element of the music. 

The musician, who was taught at the hands of 
such famous names as Agnes and Munir 
Bashir, seemed to ravel in the classical music 
he was playing. We were listening to Bach and 
Mozart, yes. but it was n very special kind of 
Bach. The pianist projected that heart and soul 
of classical music. The thunderous crescendos 
uf Beethoven were accompanied by the more 
mellow lingly and yet jolly sounds of Mozart 
and Chopin 

Al Mufti says that on the opening night, 
delivery is a very important port of the act and to 
do that you have to study the persona, the 
thought and the spirit of the artist very carefully. 

What was interesting there was no musical 
note sheet in front of him. The young musician 



main source of humour is derision, a mimer 
never mocks at people. Moreover, his guests 
always leave the stage gloriously. ‘The aim of 
our being together is to act free in this imagi¬ 
nary world where everything is possible.” he 
adds. 

Each of us con become for a couple of min¬ 
utes a thrilling magician, a famous dancer, a tal¬ 
ented perfect instrument player so on and so 
forth, just like in a dream. ■ 


Jordan River 
Design stresses 
development 
projects 


delivered one great piece after another just from 
pure memory. AI Mufti had lived his characters 
and artists, that's why he was able to play them 
inside oul 

Bui he says don’t be deceived. This kind of 
thing requires a lot of practice. For this 
particular concert he spent the last four months 


practicing different pieces of the great masters. 
This is why he was able to give not only a good 
delivery on the opening night hut a magical one. 

This is Al Mufti's fourth concert in Amman 
and there will likely be many more. He currently 
instructs people at the Jordan Music Center. ■ 


A very special event takes place 
at the Amman Citadel 


THE DELEGATION of the European Com- Talal and Princess Sarvatb on Monday 2 

mission in Jordan is organizing a major musi- June 1997 at 21:00 at the Citadel of Amman, 

ui evening under the patronage of Their The evening features the European Union 
Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan Bin Chamber Orchestra (EUCO) under the baton 

of great director Mr Ist- 
van Partitanyi. EUCO. 
often referred to as the 
Musical Ambassador of 
the European Union, is 
well-known by Jorda¬ 
nian musical lovers as 
this is its third concert 
in Jordan. This time the 
musicians are joining 
efforts with young Jor¬ 
danian pianist Ms. 
Malak Al Taher. 

Formed in 1981 with 
professional musicians 
from the Member Slates 
of the European Union. 
EUCO has enjoyed an 
annual schedule of some 
70 concerts worldwide 
and a reputation for 
musical excellence. Its 
Patron is HM Queen 
Sofia of Spain. EUCO 


has played in Amman in 1995 and |90f». 

Ms Al Taher graduated from the National 
Music Conservatory and holds several awards 
from international schools. She is currently a 
Purcell Anniversary Fund Scholar the Welsh 
College of Music and Drama in Wales in the 
United Kingdom. 

The Amman Citadal is opening its doors 
once again to host this special event. For the 
past two years the Delegation has been orga¬ 
nizing this concert, which has become at 
annual event awaited hy the Jordanian society. 

The program includes pieces by Handel 
(Concetto Grosso in 8 flat Op 6 No. 7i. Par¬ 
ed! (Chacomme in Gminor). Mozart tDiverti¬ 
mento in F.K.I38) Faure I Nocturne for strings 
Op.57». 

The event is hcJti on the occasion of 
Europe Day. Also this year, the European 
Union celebrates one of the most important 
landmarks of modem European history, the 
40th Anniversary of the signing of the Trea¬ 
ties of Rome, the starting point ol European 
integration. It is in this year's special frame¬ 
work that Europeans and Jordanians arc get¬ 
ting together to enjoy this unique musical 
evening. ■ 


Princess Rania Al Abdullah 

JORDAN RIVER For Development Projects 
(JRDP). a non-profit organization, held its 
annual general assembly meeting on 17 May. 
The meeting was presided over by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Rania Al Abdullah (Presi¬ 
dent). Karim Kawar (Treasurer). Miss Marcil 
Naber (Secretary). Othman Bedicr. Nader 
Dahabi. Ammar Khamash. Kostendi Yagh- 
nam. Mr Fadi Ghandour Mr Fawaz Al Zubi 
and Osama Al Sayed. 

JRDP was registered as a charity in Jordan in 
1995. Its objectives are to improve the finan¬ 
cial. cultural, social, educational, technical 
skills and ihe health and well being of the com¬ 
munity at large. It's a development organization 
which reaches its goals through income genera¬ 
tion and job creation for Lite underprivileged. 

The society's first project is the JRDP, which 
was established in 1987 by Save the Children 
and now continues under the umbrella of JRDP. 

The meeting discussed at length the preven¬ 
tion of the child the abuse project in coopera¬ 
tion with UNICEF. The society is establishing 
both a shon-and a long-term program designed 
to tackle the problem of child abuse throughout 
Jordan. 

It will now collaborate with the Prince of 
Wales Youth Business Trust in Britain to set up 
a similar program in Jordan. This would pro¬ 
vide funding and personalized business advice 
for successful local business to support young 
individuals with entrepreneurial abilities. " 

Setting up an income generating center for 
the women of the Wudi Al Yabis, aiming to 
train them to produce weavings from agricultu¬ 
ral waste, such us bamboo can. straw and 
banana tree leal'. The products will include 
home furnishing and other accessories. 

Setting up new workshop for producing 
ceramics and pottery. 

At the end of the meeting Princess Rania 
said; “For those who are interested in social 
work. JRDP is opening its doors for anyone 
whose interested to be a working or an affiliate 
member at this society" ■ 
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They weren’t the most evil people in the world — 
nor the best. They were the Village of the Darned. 
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Tmjhy’s buceaneers are ail business 


pirates again stalking the seven seas 


refou hw 

FROM 



By John Grissim 

O v February 26 , 1996 in the 
southern Philippines, the F/V 
MN-3 Nomina with a crew of 
-1.0, was fishing off Basilan Island, 
between Sibago and Matanal 
Point. Just before noon two speed¬ 
boat* approached. As the boats drew 
alongside, their occupants suddenly 
brandished automatic weapons and 
opened fire. In less 
than a minute the 
gunmen killed nine 

__ of the unarmed crew. 

The tenth, Jangay 
Apnohon, 50, was wounded in the back 
of his head but managed to leap over- 
. board and swim away while the pirates 
busied themselves attaching lines from 
the vessel to tow her. The Normma has 
hot been seen since. 

Late on the ^ 

night of September 
27, 1996, in the f j 

calm waters off the \ \ j 

Greek island of _ \ / 

Corfu, the luxury \/ 

motor yacht Cure- \ 
nia was moored 

in a cove. Asleep g J f '-S%' 

aboard her owner / 

KeithHedleyand / 

three friends. J \\ V| 

Foiu-.Albanian pi- \ xT 

rates aboard a » \ 
speedboat that 

evidently had Jk 

crossed the \ 1 VB'p 
Mediterranean, \ 
approached the \ 
yacht and pulled V'‘• y Sj W 

alongside. As they at- \ 
tempted to cut the line to •*-. 5 

the yacht's tender, Hedley, \A*.y 
who had been awakened by \\ ; 
the disturbance, went topside, 
firing a shotgun in an attempt to \ 
foil the attack. The pirates over- 1 
powered Hedley and his friends, hold¬ 
ing them at gun point while they ran¬ 
sacked the yacht. When Greek police, 
alerted bv the shotgun blasts, arrived, a 
gun battle erupted as the pirates made 
their escape, but not before Hedley 
was hit in the ensuing crossfire jjM 
and killed. 

While notable for their ^m*KUg* 


reported (perhaps twice or three rimes 
the official total), not only because vic¬ 
tims and witnesses are murdered, but 
because many masters whose ships 
and/or crews have been attacked are 
too pressured by right delivery' sched¬ 
ules to risk the lengthy (and costly) de¬ 
lays in port dealing with investiga¬ 
tions and reporting formalities that 
filing a report usually entails. M 

Historically, piracy has flour- 
ished in narrow busy shipping nK? 
channels frequented by unprotect- TOp 
ed vessels carrying rich cargoes in Sjjj 
regions that are rarely patrolled and fjglj 
which provide islands and coves t| p 
for hiding and reprovisioning. 10 
Even today there are many such re- tS 
gions in the world, especially adja- 


of the shipping industry and law en¬ 
forcement to address what had become 
a growing problem. Shippers were crit¬ 
ical of law’ enforcement for failing to re¬ 
spond to their needs, while police com¬ 
plained of a lack of specific reports on 
piracy' that they could effec- 

■ lively investigate. As a result, 
die IMB in October of dial 
year established the Re- 
^ gional Piracy Centre 
(RCC), operating 
|||§rew out of its Far East 
ra^Zc.' regional bureau 

MEgM &v, in Kuala 
Lumpur. 
Malaysia— 

aBB^y largely be- 




cause 
Southeast 
Asia was 
experi- 


and w’ere advised to immediately in¬ 
crease speed and to waggle their sterns 
to increase difficulty of boarding. The 
captains were further instructed to turn 
on all deck lights, train search lights 
onto the attackers ' 1 boats, assemble their 
crews on deck and get the fire hoses 
ready to fight them off. If the attackers 
succeeded in boarding, however, they 
were to cease all resistance. 

An inside job 

In the meantime, the hijackings, 
frauds and phantom ships has contin¬ 
ued. On Christmas Day, 1996, the mas¬ 
ter of the 15,000 ton freighter Jfaltin, 
hound for Iraq with a cargo of sugar 
and a crew of 28, sent out a May Day 
call advising he was off the coast of 
Cape Towm, South Africa and 
abandoning sliip. 

South Africa inline- Jifil# 
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savagery’, in 


all other re¬ 


spects these inci- 

dents are represen- 

a^anfo According to the history books, the 17th 

and 18th centuries were piracy’s golden 
cent to countries experiencing political age. But pirates operating today are 
1% y achl f^j'^ 1 C o^iir- “h.>? “*R^nS^Tnew are. ofvuineiabiii- finding all the right conditions for a new 

chemical tankers 811 «■ rt tr* com- tv has emerged: outer anchorages in , i i ■ i • 

.And while an or s^^^ til I992 , bW crowded ports, increasingly’, P i- heyday—technological superiority over 
du^rfSh 106 SioragiZheK S thT7me?genw re- their prey, indifferent authorities and laws 

ed, the yearly’ totals since ^ sponse rime by harbor police mav take - p j ■ i • ■ ■ 

piracy world-wide is on the nse^up 3 ^^ to » hour or more. ' that are more ot a deterrent to their victims 

percent.between I “attadcs were No less ominous have been in- 

J n g which total ot ^ __stances, notably encing the highest number of inci- diately scrambled a search aircraft an 

recorded). ^ ^ South East dents. five sliips and spent several days scoui 


sruJ wnib» w— — 

lllg . I _ _ 

recorded). In 

Zme region^- pjrates bare tied Hp tire 

Indonesia, for ex 

»»p 'l*- oc Zl brii^eerewsirfiffl^eoi 1 

Reached epidemic taskers, learag the ships 

Given the great 

a— -J* 

increase in^otel j ^SllNS ® SpS 


creatiag a scary petentisl far 


in South East 
Asian ' waters, 
where pirates 
have tied up the 
bridge crews of 
large oil tankers 
and freighters be¬ 
fore escaping- 
leaving the ships 
underway with¬ 
out command, 
creating a scary’ 
potential for 


^ piug traffic b *- „..P°“ nri “ ** 

oJoast halfcento- grounding or collision and a disastrous 

„ She sieadyp«&* *?*J of ^ ^spill. Of equal concern to shippers 
atjonal and conunc^-^ . were the human costs. The trauma on 

^dBtsaUoffibo^P'T^^t officers and crews was exacting a heavy 
2-5*-toll, leaving many scarred for life, both 

^5] manageable threat* ® They physically and emotionally. 

fh^e thedaB are « usIead, ff t J^ Faced with a growing reabsmon 
b ^t a great many attacks go un become a senous prob- 

iem-Te^rte^donal, M^eBe- 


nrgue that a 

RrrtS.CAurownA. 


reau, a non-profit division of the Pans- 
based International Chamber of 
Commerce, in 1992 convened a meet¬ 
ing on piracy between representatives 


encing the highest number of inci¬ 
dents. 

Financed by ■ voluntary’ contribu¬ 
tions from die sliipping and insurance 
industries, the RCC began offering an 
around-the-clock help line (phone, fax 
and telex) to vessels by warning diem 
of piracy activities and assisting diem 
in the event of attack. The center also 
began issuing daily reports of suspi¬ 
cious or unexplained craft movements 
and news of armed rubbery at sea. In 
addidon, die RCC began collecting 
and analyzing incidents of piracy’ 
worldwide in national and internation¬ 
al waters and issuing consolidated re¬ 
ports to interested organizations, in¬ 
cluding the UN’s International 
Maritime Organization. 

Assemble the fire hoses 

Gradually, as word of die center's 
existence spread through die maritime 
and law enforcement communities, its 
mission began to pay off. Ship masters 
suspecting their vessels were about to 
be boarded called the centers hot line 


diately scrambled a search aircraft and 
five sliips and spent several days scour¬ 
ing the calm seas in fair weather with¬ 
out success.Onjanuary 3, the London 
office of the International Maritime Bu- 
reau, suspecting fraud, located the sliip 
in Tema, Ghana. The vessel’s name 
had been changed to the Zalcosea // 
and its captain and crew were detained 
for attempting to sell the $3.5 million 
cargo. IMB investigators were Fortu¬ 
nate—unaccountably; the thieves had 
given ihtjalan a name it once had, and 
a check of the vessel’s history quickly 
uncovered die fraud. 

The ship’s operator, SeaTimes 
Sliipping, claimed it was the victim of 
a Ghanaian crime syndicate that in¬ 
tended to sell the cargo before giving 
tile Jala n a third name. South African 
authorities, who had been pilloried in 
the press for failing to find any trace of 
the ship, were furious and vowed to 
seek frill compensation. 

As di tjalan incident suggests, the 
line between piracy and an inside job, 
► SEVEN SEAS page 2 
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of the Anna Sierra 


V..«.- 

''ii,/ 


in the fall vf 1995an mcittent occurred that provkt^ a^b^'-’«^ 

12, 19^,'ihe:M/V 


13,. 25-30 masked pirates, many armed with - - <. 

nts, appeared in two speed boats alongside the' 
titmedaboard. <Mag qtilddy/they shot; offHhw^ 

bridge, rounded up the captain and crew ’ . * 


Rwwawtmg m& ship’s quarters r deanlng out the . : 
-tsapfaftfis saife,. and stealing all the crew’s property/ several 
;.V ship m one of ftie speed boats that ■ ■' 

had been standing fay atongeSdo. Those Who remained took 
comipadnd of the s^ Hiey baad-enffed their prisoners.—25. 
:vJ«i a sfra^;, showing men^ess indifference. 

'k • * Next,' on the night of September 15, die pirates marched 
• their prisoners out to fhe weather deck and divided their 
". captives into two groups. The first group was unhandctiffed 
and thrown overboard nod to a makeshift raft made of 
wooden planks tied to several oil drams. A few hours later 
■v. - the second group was summarily jettisoned in a small life 
' raft; Neither group was given water, food or provisions—or 
- told where they were. 

^N- The following day, by the merest chance, both 
, n. groups of survivors were spotted and rescued 

7 by two Vietnamese fishing boats in waters GO 
mfies off the coast off Vietnam. One of the boats 
—T^ saiied dfrectly to its home port in Vietnam, where the 
.. rescued crew members called the Anna Sierra's owners 
ifV,brtnm immediately contacted the Regional Piracy 
•«. Center on September 17th. 

DUhat happened next ffl u strates a strange new fawst to 
llBiN ■ f * KK * ern <by pfracy—phantom ships. Accorcfing to RPC 
S i^r iWa n a »Ser John Martin, after the pirates jettisoned the 
gHp^S^; Anha Serra's cm^ they re-painted the dap, re- • 

: «wuiog her the^Arffe Sealsic] and sa0ed her .to the 
S|Y >: GMnestk poift of Beihai in the Guff off Tbnkin, 350 mfies 
rcre&Y westot tfon« Kong. Just outside of port, a speed boat visit- 
ed the ship and forged documents were delivered to die 


MfTx'Sus because just after the ship ^rived, mr T V- 
# "»harteuofdc^ee- of Urn China jOcean Sh^ipin®: Compsmy there : -,!> _ 
;'i«pi»t*edih0'ftfisgoised vessel! andrepmted itto.thd cum*' . 
Many's 4>ead oftke ki Beijing,” Martin explained. “Ttiey im- x ' 

1 ■ mediatefly called the intenuifionat Maritime B ur ea u 's office - 

■ - hi Loudon who bv turn asked for the ship to be detained, v 

* Onnese^authorftSes in Belhai ordered the ship to come into ' 
-port and tie up. Op anivd, they put armed guards on 
■' hotiid, took their passports, and confined them to the ship y 

■ until they conducted an iRvesdigatum-” 

^ s :-' Accon^^; to Ibifri, fihe buyw off toe Anna Sierra's cargo' - 0 . 

■"was a Ohmese cothpany In Befital that had been defrauded.y^; 

^ "of $800,000 in Apacff,l995 by a Hong Kong-based gang. 

The vkfrmzed company cotdd have reported the fraud to, ! .. • 

: ^ CSNinese pofice but feared heli^accttsed of collusidn and ; . /- 4 
economic sabotage, a capfial crime- 

Knowing the company r s dilemma, the gang offered it a 
r cargo off sugar which they would agree to seU for a 
' $800,000 discouiit-*-<tbereby allowing the company to re- 

cotip «s earSer "loss. w The company agreed and the gang' Z \ 
subsequently scouted the region tmtil they foimd a shh> , / >v - 

!> s^ ^peked it ? and arranged tor the delivery of ^ j. 

forged papers with back-dated contracts and delivery r’;Y ,v|- 
. 1 mndemts-Thega»g---atJeastti)e 24p<rateshjretiby toe - 
...jga^-were raogfit ted-handed In. Beihai. • ..; v > , i.'. ± " 

: ftowewtov whep;f»b>tih »aocee^itodemonslral^ 
r .„.... ^ Sea's papers were dun^y thuds, and smsspefied • 'Si 

at that, fife gangstei^ m Hong Kovi^ had a second set bf .t. ? 

•• documents forged, then arranged for atocal company in W$ 

:: :: -"^8fe3ha« to )xese^iiv»n to the atiaherities. Martin qidd% ;■;» 

: -'r shewing 

V”" ^ tototrte.%o«3S^0U... ... .... : ."Cl : 

.. “What^ happened next 'was another company came 


the' real pcmtpaiiy.V^tf^nd^^ov 
ttto secomf emhpany's documents, but hb sooner ^fid we ^ 


^ne romn. flnafiy, the ship was towed away frwn : 


zj ■ At thfe .wri6hg,'"mbre than. 18 months afftertopj 
tfae Ama Sierra fres mired m the mud, her renphn 
: slated to l^ cfischarged at some imcertahi totoFe \ 
-the 24 ^fr^es, 10 w^e sent home fo Indoimsia \ 
do has no Idea of what has ha ppene d to the remaj 






wmjz 

































2 The World Paper May 1997 


SEA WOLVES FEASTING 


Pirates run rings around the authorities 


Brazil responds with a shrug 


REPORT ING 

FROM 


Byjaures Mazzone 

P iracy in Brazil’s Atlantic ports 
is on the upswing. Ships an¬ 
chored off the ports of Salvador, 
Rio de Janeiro and Santos are the 
most common victims, but ships 
plying the Amazon river and its 
tributaries are now being attacked. Local 
authorities have neither the means nor, 
apparently, the desire to do much about 
this trend. 

The International Maritime Bureau 
(IMB) classes Brazil as one of the high¬ 
est risk areas in the world for pirate at¬ 
tacks on ships. Last year, 15 incidents 
were officially reported. But the actual 
number of attacks by pi¬ 
rates is far greater, since 
authorities pay Little at- 

_ tendon to these crimes 

and rarely register them. 
Ship crews and masters are discouraged 
from reporting incidents because they 
risk further attack while waiting in port 
for the incident to be investigated. 

Brazilian port agents say shipping 
lines now prefer to anchor weQ outside 
Santos, Salvador and Rio dejaneuo bays 
until space is available. According to The 
Baltic and Internati o nal Maxine Council 
(BIMCO), the largest association of 
shipping companies, the US Maritime 
Security Council has asked the Brazilian 
government to take better preventative 
measures against piracy in its ports. 

Hus may not happen so quickly. An 
investigation by the US Coast Guard dis¬ 
covered that information on pirate at¬ 
tacks is not reaching the proper Brazil¬ 
ian authorities because of a 
communication bottleneck between 
state and federal officials. 

The Regional Piracy Centre 
(RPC), based in Malaysia, also reports 
that the situation in Brazil remains se¬ 
rious. Organized gangs are able to as¬ 
sault crews and loot vessels almost at 
will. Furthermore, the raw data does 
not account for the attitude of the lo¬ 
cal authorities. After highlighting an 
attack on the Bow Fortune at Salvador, 
the International Maritime Bureau 
(1MB) asked the Brazilian authorities 
what they were doing about it- 

According to the RPC’s 1996 re¬ 
port, “A direct reply has yet to be re¬ 
ceived, but perhaps the reaction of the 
port authorities at Aratu and Salvador 
will suffice. On July 8 at Aratu, while the 
master of the Kapiton Bethhei and two 
other crew were being knifed and pistol 
whipped in the master’s cabin by six pi- 

SEVEN SEAS 

Continued from page 1 

between hijacking and conspiracy to 
defraud, can quickly become blurred. 
Complicating matters are the com¬ 
plex, overlapping layers of ownership 
and responsibility that characterize 
the shipping industry today. The 
Jalan is owned by a company based 
in Panama, but it is registered in Be¬ 
lize, and managed by SeaTimes Ship¬ 
ping out of Singapore. The captain al¬ 
legedly at the center of the attempted 
theft is from Ghana while his crew was 
comprised of Indians, Burmese and 
Bangladeshis. 


rates, the port authorities failed to re¬ 
spond to pleas for help sent by VHF ra¬ 
dio, the only means of communicating 
with them. On July 25 at Salvador, the 
police were called immediately after 
three pirates robbed the master at gun 
point. They arrived the next day.’’ 

One of the big questions prompted 
by this upsurge in piracy is the role of 
Brazil’s police and maritime authorities. 
There have been hints at collusion be¬ 
tween these agjencies and the pirates they 
are supposed to combat 

BIMCO reports that one local indus¬ 
try source damns, “The pirates are well 
prepared and come on board knowing 


costs more in the long run to put through 
a claim. So the problem is in fret bigger 
than is officially registered.” 

According to BIMCO, pirate attacks 
are even repeated in the same spots and 
on the same ships with little reaction 
from authorities. The Oldendorff-oper- 
ated container ship San Marino was 
boarded twice last year in the port ofRio 
de Janeiro by armed pirates. In the sec¬ 
ond attack, the ship was anchored in an 
officially designated “safe waiting area” 
just outside the port. 

During the raid on the San Marino , 
the second officer managed to send a 
Mayday message to a passing vessel. 


can only be done with the knowledge 
an d/or approval of someone who real¬ 
ly knows the ship’s schedule and car¬ 
go details. The nature of the assault ... 
can only mean that more of the same 
is to be expected ... if the local au¬ 
thorities do not take the necessary ac¬ 
tion.” 

In the recent US Coast Guard re¬ 
view of ports, it was noted that Brazil¬ 
ian officials don’t have the personnel 
or equipment to keep their ports safe 
from pirate attacks. The pirates, on 
the other hand, often have the latest 
technology at their disposal. 

While the pirates in modern speed 
boats are aimed with Uzis, state-of- 
the-art radios and infra-red night 
equipment, the police—chugging 
along in old boats and without mod¬ 
ern communication equipment—sim- 


Civil war occupies Sri Lanka’s navy 

Colombo’s regional 
future held hostage 



By Hi 

I 



exactly which containers to target—usu¬ 
ally the higjb. value, small volume goods. 
The police always seem to take a long 
time to react and there is never anyone 
left to arrestby the time they arrive. The 
crews are informed not to react and half 
the time the incidents are not reported 
because it leads to further delays and 


Such combinations are widespread 
throughout the shipping industry. 
Add to this the commonplace in¬ 
volve men t of companies that merely 
lease vessels for specified periods for 
certain cargoes belonging to other 
shippers, and the task of establishing 
accountability is formidable indeed. 

Moreover, even when a piratical act 
has clearly been committed, the vic¬ 
tims are often at a loss to find help. 

“Many seafarers will tell you no¬ 
body cares,” an exasperated RPC Di¬ 
rector John Martin says. “When an at¬ 
tack occurs in the middle of the ocean, 
the flag state cannot or will not inves¬ 
tigate. And when the ship arrives in 


which relayed it to the pilot station. The 
local agent reportedly asked the Brazil¬ 
ian navy and the port authority for as¬ 
sistance. He is still waiting for an an¬ 


swer. 


According to BIMCO, the master’s 
report argues, “Such a well planned 
and ruthless hit on a ship in a safe area 


port, the authorities there deny juris¬ 
diction and show little or no interest. 
You see that throughout the world: the 
local authorities just don’t care.” 

As for the future effort to curb pira¬ 
cy around the world, Martin sees signs 
of encouragement. “I think we will im¬ 
prove our data collection and anti- 
piracy measures to reduce attacks. We 
won’t be able to solve the great mass 
of attacks that do occur but by con¬ 
tinuing to develop close cooperation 
with local law enforcement agencies 
and giving them intelligence of better 
and better quality, they'll be able to 
move aggressively and make arrests. 
Better policing is the key.”© 


ply can’t keep up. 

Of late, reports have been filterihg 
in from the press in Manaus of pirate 
attacks on Brazil’s busy river traffic. In 
December there were two armed as¬ 
saults on vessels plying the Amazon 
and its tributaries. The first on the 
Solimoes River was against the Voyage 
/, a passenger ship. Pirates, armed 
with Kalashnikov machine guns, 
threatened to blow up the ship with 
grenades unless they got everything 
they wanted. They quickly made off 
with $50,000 in cash and a collection 
of jewelry taken from the passengers. 

During the second attack—on a 
supply ship—the pirates arrived in 
high powered hydrofoils and made off 
with five outboard motors before the 
crew or master even had a chance to 
react. Again, by the time the authori¬ 
ties arrived there was nobody left to 
arrest. © 


Jaifres Mazzone is a Sao Paulo- 
based correspondent for Brazil 
Watch. 


By Harold Pirris 

RADrnoN dies hard. Despite 
opening its economy and strength¬ 
ening its navy, Sri Ianfca still loses 
over US$200 milli on annually to 
pirates whose depredations threat¬ 
en the development of the 
country’s capital, Colombo, as a 
major regional port 

Sri Lanka’s island coastline _ 

is dotted 
with small com¬ 
munities, particu¬ 
larly around the 
ports, whose resi¬ 
dents have been 
living for genera¬ 
tions on piracy 
and smuggling . It 
is a way of life for 
these people. 

The most noto¬ 
rious spot is Hdritr 
ta, three miles 
north of Colombo. 
From herepirates 
venture out at 
Tii ghtfel) in their 
motor boats—or 
more primitive 
craft—to the ships 
waiting to enter 
Colombo’s port. 
Acmed with knives 
anrl other imple¬ 
ments, the pirates 
board the ships, 
break into the car¬ 
go containers and 
plunder whatever 
they can. Once 
their boats are 
filled^ they smug¬ 
gle their plunder 
ashore, selling to 
middle-men who 
channel it into Sri 
T anlca’ tf markffw 

Armed with generations of experi¬ 
ence, these pirates know which ships to 
attack, what goods are saleable and to 
plunder them. Reported incidents 
alone account for losses estimated at 
$200 million a year, and these are oc¬ 
curring at a time when market forces 
have turned against the pirates—the 
losses were much higher when the 
country operated a closed economy. 

During those years, many goods 
were in short supply, generating a de¬ 
mand the pirates were well positioned 
to meet In 1977 the country opened its 
economy, removing import controls 
and other restrictions. There was a 
flood of goods into the country, elimi¬ 
nating the scarcities that allowed pi¬ 
rates to charge a premium for their 

plunder. 

But incidents of piracy still contin¬ 
ue to be reported to the Sri Lanka Port 
Authority. The pirates adapted by un¬ 
dercutting the prices charged for legit¬ 
imate goods, creating a market based 
on bargain prices. It is a market they 
have held onto in spite ofa marked im- 
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Before You Dial The 
World, Dial US. 

Call Now To Save Up To 70% 

On Your International Calls. 
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TeL+1 (206) 328-0123 
or 1 (800) 698-1232 
Fax. +1 (206) 328-7580 
or 1 (800) 698-1233 

VWv4mp:// vn« » uj t pntnf«3fl . c on> 
Seattle, WA USA 

Call by June 7th and we will 
waive your activation fee. 



1 ’Jitf s- 




The world is !<*»■ vuvwj#v& •. *-/ m** 

rates— the call is being answered.; The supph 

offers you a monthly guide to top intend Lankan 

■ • ■ , ■ '■ -, i , ’ . .' ■ * * ■ . ( j 






Global Solutions For Worldwide 
Communication Demands! 

■ .International Callback Services at Competitive Rates with /callback* 

* Email-to-Fax Services and Broadcast Faxing - from Anywhere in the 
Work! to file U.S. for 11c a Minute with Faxaway® 

■ Cost effective Corporate Solutions with KatINet™ 

> International Calling Centers, Call Conferencing and Calling 
Card Platforms 


International Telcom Ltd. 

The Parent Company of /callback -The Original Callback Service 

Tel: 1.206.284.8600 • Fax: 1 .206.270.0009 
Email: info@lTLtd.net • www.ITLtd.net 


1 Provide International Telecommunication Services with No 
Initial Investment, Competitive Commissions and Co-op 
Marketing Support with our Reseller and Wholesale Programs. 




Universal Call 


No mimmnm-no sign up fee 
LOWEST INTL. CALL BACK RATES 
Inquire about our direct dial low rales 
out of Europe and the Far East 
DISTRIBUTORS/RESELLERS 
NEEDED 

FAXES OVER INTERNET 
50% CHEAPER THAN 
CALLBACK 


IAS, 2875 NJE. 191SL Suite 603, 
Miami FL 33180, U^A. 

8 1-305-9375118 

Fax: 1-305-9360159 
E Mail: iasinfo@ucallias.com 
Internet Website:. 
http://www.ucalhas.rom 


.*! 






ija 


j> ■ 




•• •• ; 


provement in the quality of the Sn 
Lankan navy. 

In 1980, the country’s navy which 
was largely a ceremonial unit. Faced 
with die need to combat the Liberation 
Tigers ofTamil Eelam—who are fight¬ 
ing the Sri Lankan government 
to. establish a.separate state for 
Tamila —-it was converted into a 
modem figjhting unit. 

• . T<5day;theTiavy patrols the is¬ 

land’s waters in vessels equipped with 
the latest technology; They combat the 
“Sea Tigers” and are on the look out 
for ships and other craft bringing arms 
and ammunition to the Tigers in their 
strongholds in the northern and east- 
emregionsof Sri Ianka: This, howev¬ 
er, is a foil scale war—in order to fulfill 
its primary mission, the navy cannot 
pay much attention to piracy, particu¬ 
larly around die port of Colombo 
which is well to the south of the main 
areas of conflict. 

This need to turn a blind eye is 
causing problems. Sri Lanka’s govern¬ 
ment is modernizing the Fort of 
Colombo and advertising is it as a ma¬ 
jor center in South Asia for transship¬ 
ment. It hopes to earn more dollars 
from the port, a hope that may not be 
realized if the region acquires a reputa¬ 
tion for unchecked piracy. 

Sri Lanka’s Minister of Ports and 
Shipping, M.H.M Ashraff, says: “The 
government is highly concerned over 
the increasing number of incidents of 
piracy in our territorial waters and is 
committed to take all measures to erad¬ 
icate the menace.” 

He adds: “Despite the adoption of 
numerous steps the incidence of pira¬ 
cy has not declined. The Colombo 
Port is recognized as a transshipment 
port in the region. But wrong signals 
are being sent to the international com¬ 
munity that Sri Lanka is not a safe place 
for such transshipment because of 
these incidents.” 

According to the Security division 
of the Sri I«anka Port Authority, the 
number of reported pirate attacks in the 
territorial waters of Colombo has in¬ 
creased from 46 in 1995 to 58 last year. 
The security division believes that the 
number of actual attacks were much 
higher, but many such attacks were not 
reported to die authorities. 

The absence oflegislation or quick, 
efficient enforcement measures dis¬ 
courages many ship owners from re¬ 
porting pirate attacks to the authorities. 
Sri Lanka’s penal code does not treat 
piracy as a distinct criminal offense. In¬ 
stead acts of piracy when detected are 
dealt with as theft or robbery. FVnther- 
more,in Sri Lanka court cases can drag 
on for years and absolute proof is nec¬ 
essary to convict an accused. 

As a result of these deficiencies in 
the legal machinery, pirates act with 
boldness and with impunity, almost 
scoffing at the law. It is widely recog¬ 
nized that new laws and enforcement 
measures are needed to wipe out this 
menace that is handicapping Colom¬ 
bo’s strongly contested bid to become 
the region’s transshipment center. 

According to Ashraff, “legislation 
will soon be introduced to curb the in¬ 
creasing incidents of piracy in Sri 
Lankan waters and to deal .with ‘pira¬ 
cy’ as manifested in modem times.” 

In its November 1996 issue, Lloyd’s 
Skipping Economist gives the Sri 
ikan government a strong signal that 
it should act sooner rather than later. It 
warns that, “there is mounting evidence 
to suggest that if the issue of piracy is 
not addressed seriously and properly, 
the consequences could lead to disas¬ 
ter for Sri lanka which is modernizing 
the [port of Colombo] and hopes to 
earn more from it.”© 


Harold Pieris, former editor of 
The Daily Observer newspaper, is a 
Colombo-based writer. 
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EttftUSH PROGRAMS 


i^StffURDAY 

3^0i®)lyKoran 
3J5—French Programs 
^(D^&ai^tte World Sport 


4JlM-Irin6vatioii (Doc.) 
4^(K^Xat,; 

5:J5-~BIue Heelers 
6:0$?fF$ench Programs 
7jOf^News Headlines 
7^r-Hangin’ with Mr 

om*££: ■ 


at Ten 



m 
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wm* 

$5^-3- 

idS'-^V/ - 9 


. i •** - .. 

&$&y: 
»#"*?■ 
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jbggffr 

ar^ar. 
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IjilS^Eeature Film 

Sfii«UNDAY 

3^®^Ef©ly Koran 

- 3s3i^^i*pch Programs 
4:ft5^Glots!il Family 
4d&~3Snergy Express 
4JO^0ar World 

5dtS—-American Chart Show 
tfrltt^Ftench Program*; 

7:ftft-^ews in French 
7s3te^ew5 Headlines 
'7i35£3?!resh Prince of Bel Air 
. Sifitf^tihema, Cinema 
&:38-^Tbe Chnrchill’s 
9:11)-—Renegade 

-News at Ten 

'■■- WJ5—One West Waikiki 
:ildS—Sisters 

MONDAY 

- 330^HoIy Koran 
jJS^T^Spirou 

^ 4aQS-^ei^hbors 
” 4J3—In the Wild iDoc) 

' TDt 

6:10—French Programs 
TriK^-News In French 
3JS--French Programs 
7:35—Parenthood 
. ; Discover Magazine 

8:30^-Murder She Wrote 
9:10--ffigh lander 
10:00—News at Ten 




Janet Jackson in Album Show,Tuesday at 5:10pm 


10:30—The Write Verdict 
11:15—Homicide 

TUESDAY 

3 JO—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:00—Snper Sport Follies 
4:30—Dog House 
5:00—Square One 
5:10—Album Show 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach (Comedy) 
8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—The Nature ofThings 
l Doc.) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—West Beach 


11:15—Drug Wars 

WEDNESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Program 
4:00—Neighbors 
4:25—Spellbinder 
4:50—Forests of tbe World 
(Doc.) 

5 JO—Border town 
■6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Grace Under Fire 
(Corned v) 

8:00—Soldier's Diary 
8:10—Challenges (Local talk 
show) 

9:10—Spancer for Hire 
(Drama) 


Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Dante’s Peak 

Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 
Cluei Ess 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Live Wire 
101 Dalmatians 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

The English Patient 
Concord 11 (Tel: 677420): 

Spacejam 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Leo the Lion (Cartoon) 

3:30—Wish Bone 

4:05—Neighbors 

4 JO—Winners Down Under 

5:15—Varieties 

6:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Families Matters 

8:00—The Health Show 

8 JO—Hawkeye (Drama) 

9:10—500 Nations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Mini Series 
12:00—NBA 

PROGRAMMES 

EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

3:30—Dessins anhnfis 
Spirou 

6:00—S6rie policiire 
Sueurs froides 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMAN CHE 

3:30—Dessins amines 
Spirou 

. 6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas never 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Documentaire 

LUNDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Spirou 

6:00—Documentaire 

Pegast- 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientifique 

Ciiu] sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:30—Dessins animus 
Spirou 


Highlight of the week at 

the Pleasure Dome r 


• HEAT; When superstars At Paci¬ 
no and Robert De Niro square off, 
Heatsizzles. And its cool, too, crafted 
with cutting edge style by writer/ 
director Michael Mann (The Last of tbe 
Mohicans) and paced by dazzling se¬ 
quences that include a H ank heist that 
USA Today's Mike Clark calls “the 
greatest action scene of recent tunes.” 
“There is no one who does not give the 
kind of performance that ranks with 
the very best work of their careers,” 
Kenneth Turan of the Los Angels Times 
wrote. Val Kilmer, Jon VoighL, Tom 
Sizemore and Ashley Judd are among 
the co-stars who add nitro to Heat's 
sleekly glycerin tale of a brilliant mas¬ 
termind (De Niro) who polls of million- 
doll a r crimes with obsessive precision 
and a flashfire L.A- cop (Pacino) equal¬ 
ly driven to stop him. How far will each 
man go? Heat goes way beyond the ex¬ 
pectations of the cops and criminals 
genre—and into the relam of movie 
masterpiece. 


At- PACINO ROBERT DE N1RO 



VAL KILMER 


rrT 



EAT 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Land's End 
11:15—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

3 JO—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:00—Out of this World 

4 JO—They Came from 
Outer Space 

6:00—French Programs 
7J0—News Headlines 
7:35—Step by Step 
8:00—World Echo 
8:30—The Oprah Winpbrey 
Show (New talk show) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film 
12:00—Taratata 


6:00 —S£rie 

C'est mon histoire 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Spirou 

6:00—Magazine 
Ushuoia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le nionde est & vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atonies crochus 
12:00—Taratata 

Marc Lavoine 

VENDREDI 

3:30—Varietes 

L’fcole des fans 
avec Gilbert Monmgne 
5:30—Film 

Le secret de Julia 
7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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safe 


frogs 
41 Arias 

43 Grain grinder 

44 Spry 

46 PowerM 
person 

48 First lady 

49 Guandtanof 

witches 
5i Buggy ** 

53 Hypocn&cal 
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ACROSS 

- 1 Tiny particle 
S Endues 

to Puhrortae 

14 —and 
Marriage" 

15 Sublease 

16 Early Ron 
Howard role 

17 Long in 
tooth 

18 Make whole 

19 Nothing 
moreBan 

20 Senate's 
Super-- 

22 Proffered 

24 Johnny** . 
sang 

28 SBtem 

27 Maximun 
velocity 


£ ES&hus 70 zest 

35 Cottjws 71 London 

school fellas n . 

36 yMer pqS^tree 

„ S5S « 35-. 


DOWN 

1 Too bad! 

2 Take-out 
words 

3 Cooking 
place 

4 Corpsman 


56 Brutish man 

56 * cheer 

60 Strong -*** 1 
woman 

64 Smefl 

65 fnseds 

67 Pianist Peter 

68 EspW 

69 *— bom 
free’ 


5 —sprout 

6 Poetic time 

7 Descended 

8 O.T. juiper 

g Office pool 

10 impetus 

11 WSnrric 

12 Wng|y«fe 

13 Listen- 

21 Hanerasor 
Horn 

23 Active one 
25 Spartan 


27 ReSgkxiS 
scrofl 

2 Q Incflan 

29 Ofanoetf 
Carfliage 

30 Sandwich 


32 MbBdorWn 

33 Ointment 

34 Aunt m 
“OWahomaT 

37 Theirs— 
reason why" 
(Tennyson) 
40 Words on a 
menu 
42 Sea of 
seaweed 
45 Coup tf— 

47 Standard 
50 Mystery 
52 Shed 
54 Of sound 

56 Attic 

57 Brainstorm 

58 Gravy holder 

59 Novel by 
Zola 

61 Fervor 

62 Nowefist 
Sarah — 
Jewell 

63 UnatiwWe 
for 


66 Tiny— 


39 Genus of 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Study practical mai¬ 
lers while tbe moon's in Taurus. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Your 
curiosity knows no bounds. FoDow a 
lead and solve the riddle. If you’re in 
a marathon, you'll be awesome. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
You're even wiser than usual. Buy 
something nice for the person you 
love. 

Gemini (May 21<-June 21). 
You’re awesome. Write papers, 
reports, stories and poems. You have 
a responsibility to humankind to 
catch your brilliance on paper for all 
eternity. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Your 
friends can give you some excellent 
advice on saving money. Listen and 
take notes. Clean up a bureaucratic 
mess before it gets worse. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You might 
talk an older person into giving you 
what you warn. You’ll have to be 
sensible, but there is a chance. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). A con¬ 
versation with a foreigner could lead 
to an exciting adventure. Practice the 
language you may need it soon. 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). Count 
your money and get more if you need 
it. Travel or study foreign languages 
in the company of an attractive 
native speaker. Be prepared for a test 
on etiquette. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You 
and your partner need to discuss your 
financial situation. If you don’t have 
a partner; gel one who can help you 
get the money you need. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your workload’s intense. Don’t 
schedule anything else. Avoid 
debates and tennis matches. Your 
adversary has a definite advantage. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’re lucky at games. Make time 
enough for love. Dive into a writing 
project. If you want to make points, 
do whatever your date requests. 

- Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. 18). You’d 
stay home if you could. If you can, 
do. In fad, ask for time off. You’ll be 
in tbe mood to make a commitment 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). These 
days are chaotic. You may have to 
leave home to find any peace and 
quiet. Be in the right place at the 
rig ht time. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
TTifc Week: Finish old business this 
year. Also pay off debts. It’ll be free¬ 
ing. You are awesome. Be gentle 
with your powers. 

« 1997. TribMK Med* Sbwck 


Bridge 


East-West vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
A A Q10 9 
UKJ73 
087 
+ KJ10 


WEST E/ 

*62 ♦' 

17542 

OKQ 10 2 Oi 

*Q876 * 

SOUTH 
4KJ83 
UAQ108 
OJ5 
*943 


The bidding: 

North East South West 

1* Pass 1S> Pass 

2S? Pass 2* Pass 

3* Pass 4* Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 
Left alone, there is only one way 
for South to play four spades after the 
defenders take two diamond tricks. 
However, the defense can create a 
losing option for declarer. Can you 
see how? 

After North raised hearts. South 
made a game try in spades. When 
North raised that suit as well. South 


A Chance To Err 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

ible. North rtpak proceeded to game in spades rather 
[ than hearts, since North’s bean raise 

0 9 might have been made with only 

3 three-card support 

West led the king of diamonds and 
) continued with the deuce in response 

EAST to East’s enthusiastic come-on. 

♦ 7 5 4 Assume East passively returned a 

^7 9 6 ‘safe’ trump. Declarer would win 

O A 9 6 4 3 and have no choice how to play the 

* A 5 2 f or one loser — repeat 

^ finesses of the ten and jack, in the 

j* hope that West has the queen. As the 

® ® cards lie. all would be welL 

Unfortunately for South, East was 
a canny defender. There was certain¬ 
ly no trump trick for the defenders. 
South West and if West held the ace of hearts, 

1^7 Pass that was going to score a trick no 

2* Pass matter whaL However, South surely 

4* Pass had the top heart to justify the game 

try. The setting trick would have to 
Sng of 0 come from the club suit. How would 

: is only one way you continue? 
ur spades after the East persevered with a third dia- 
j diamond tricks, mond! Thai gave declarer a roff-sluff 
•nse can create a that harmed, rather than helped, 
eclarer. Can you After drawing trumps, ending in 
hand, declarer led a low club and 
;ed hearts. South elected to play for split aces, going up 
n spades. When with the king. The second club trick 

iiit as well. South for the defense had appeared) 


Jumble 


U na c rau h te tiwe low words, ok 
knar to each square, to Dm four 
anfiBBi 7 muds. 


ROALF 


LEXIE 


LESPEN 


REVUPY 


WHAT THE LAZY 
WORKERS FEAREP 
FROM THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS?. 


Now arrange the drded kUcn to form 
the surprise answer, as suggested by tht 
above caruxn. 


Print answer hero: 


^ , 38nS0dX3 — 

xaqaeiSoioqd sqi mag pairaj sEKptwi azcj ap umvsuv 

AHA and NHHldS HTIXH VHOTd :siaMSuv 


Words of 
Wisdom 


The road to vrisdom is full 
of potholes. 

m • « 

If you’re afraid to gamble, 
you’Jl never win the prize. { 

m • ■ 

It’s hand to make a mistake 
by keeping your mouth shut 

• • • 

The best way to get rid of 
enemies is to make them 
your friends. 

• • • 

One nail drives out another. 

• • ■ 

It’s hand to open a book 
without learning something. 


You leam the most from 
failure, not from success. 

• • * 

Tbe worst-dressed truth is 
better than the best-dressed 
lie. 

6 PW7. Tribtnc Mali Services 


Video Releases 

We’ve assembled this interesting 
collection of movies for you this week: 

MSommersby: She knew his face. His touch His 
voice. She knew everything about him. But the 
truth, Richard Gere & Judie Foster in this period 
romance rich in mystery, detail and splendid per¬ 
formances. “The best romance since Gone with the 
Wind.” 

■ Curacao: Two men lutrdened by life with complete¬ 
ly opposite personalities. But they are both exiles 
sharing a dark secret from the past, nevertheless 
when they meet on the island they are not only 
forced to live together but also to help each other. 

■ Citizen Cuhn: As a leading member of the 
McCarthy witch-hunts. He had the power to de¬ 
stroy lives — Stunning in a grim, unsparing depic¬ 
tion of a controversial man. RUTHLESS, BRUTAL 
DESTRUCTIVE. “The true story of Roy Cohn." 

■ The set Up: The perfect set up for fans of electrify¬ 
ing thrillers. High-tech larceny, seductive treachery 
and explosive action power. This is a thriller star¬ 
ring Billy Zone and Mia Sara. 

Courte sv: "The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel: 67655S - Fax: 5538087 


Cast your vote and win on 
the Hollywood Channel 

DUE TO an overwhelming response. The Hollywood 
Channel's Hollywood. As You Like U campaign has been 
extended throughout the month of June. This campaign 
offers a very special invitation to its viewers to make their 
mark on the channel, offering an opportunity to cast ihcir 
votes and contribute to the future programming linc-up. 
And to help make the summer really sizzle the Hollywood 
Channel is giving away an Orbit Summer Fun Pack in 
viewers who cast their votes for their favourite programs. 

Broadcasting 24-hours a day. (he Hollywood Channel 
features a divers line-up of programming including top 
US talk shows, fashion features, live awards ceremonies 
and the finest operatic and classical music performances. 

During June, viewers can see their voting subjects on 
The Hollywood Channel's Prime Time schedule. The 
channel will introduce seven categories of programmers, 
under which the viewers' requests will he presented. 

The seven categories are HIGH NOTES, featuring 
concerts and performances: TALK SHOP, focusing on 
talk shows and interviews; PORTRAITS, featuring'pro¬ 
files. biographies and documents: STYLE NIGHT! con¬ 
centrating on fashion and lifestyle: KALEIDOSCOPE, 
representing a variety of entertainment; LIMELIGHT, 
featuring award shows and pageanis: and REALITY 
BITES, offering documentaries, features and candid 
camera shows. 

Viewers are encouraged to select their favorite catego¬ 
ry and cast their vote by Fax. E-mail or letter. 

Throughout June, one name a week will be chosen 
from the viewers sending in their suggestions. Winners 
will receive a special Orbit Summer Fun Pack consisting 
of a variety of Orbit merchandise including T-shirts and 
towels. 

Write to:: Hollywood.... As You Like It. P.O. Box 
8103 Limassol. Cyprus. E-mail, holly wood fo'orhil. net. 
Fax 39 (6) 22546850. ■ 


Good jazz and much more 

Concerts by Czech 
saxophone quartet 

AN OUTSTANDING group of four saxophone players, the 
Bohemia Saxophone Quartet, in coming lo perform in Ahi-- 
man as part of a Middle East tour. It is featuring both classi¬ 
cal music and jazz. yj 

Tie Quartet was established in Prague in 1990, made-tini-! 
of soprano, alto, tonor and baritone saxophones. Their reperi 
toire includes modem works and jazz as well as transcriiv- - 
tions of Baroque. Classical and Romantic composition* tv 
Q uartet not only offers a fascinating repertoire, but abov^. 
a cultivated performance marked by varied expression, 
osity, and mature musical feeling. They have perform*!?', 
the Czech Republic. Germany. Denmark. Austria and ML* 
nesia. and regularly record for radio and television. '• • ■ 

For their concerts in Amman two particularly plea^'' 
nues were chosen: Bisharat Golf Course (off the^ Vt> "" 
Road) on Tuesday, 3 May , and the garden of 
nun at Jabal Luweibdeh on Wednesday. 4 May. 

The programme for Jordan has been carefully ■ 
and selected to present the wide variety of styles 
can play. The first concert will be more on tl* jS™ 11 ® 
George Gershwin. Glenn Miller. Scott JupiUn. am? 
ers. The second one will feature some classical 
iles. too: Antonio Vivaldi. George P Friedrich 
The appearance of the Bohemia Saxophone 
dan is organized by Freddy for Music (tel. 7Q||teB\ii^tor- 
ing tickets for both concerts) and the CzecljRL®" 8 **^®.^ 
cooperation with Amra Forum Hotel and C!Sa :in 

Airlines. ■ "T^e Czc^ 
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Culture 


Etant donne 

son caractferc extrSme- 
ment rdpressif, la loi with 
poraire sur la presse et la 
publication impost par 
le gouvemement le 17 
mai dernier devait provo- 
quer des reactions a la 
taille de l'6vfinemenL 
Les actions spontanees 
ckScidles par la Syndicat 
des journal isles ont re- 
flfty l'atmosphfere 

d'amectume el de r£vo(te 
qui regne au sein des 
joumalistes et propri£- 
taires d'hebdomadal res. 
Mais il semble malheu- 
reusement que ce mouve- 
ment de protestation soit 
ma! orient^. 

Tout d'abord. beau coup 
de cocitestataires estiment 
que cette ioi est inconsli- 
tutionnelle. Or, cette 
question ne peut 6tre tran- 
ch^e sans I'avis de la 
Haute Cour de Justice. Et 
jusqu'i present, aucun 
d'entre eux n'a enirepris 
une demarche en ce sens, 
D'autre part, les demis¬ 
sions presentees par les 
presidents de p/usieurs 
associations protession- 
nelles ne peuvent etre jus- 
ti fi6es par ie souci de sol¬ 
idarity avec les 
joumalistes. Ce genre de 
fuite en avam n'est pas 
susceptible de contrecar- 
rer les mesures anti- 
dimocra-liques adopties 
par le gouvemement, De 
tels actes transforment la 
lutte visanl h difendre la 
liberte d’expression et 
celle de la presse en une 
affaire personnel le. En ef- 
fet. une Ibis le poste de 
president vacant, le vice- 
president doit occuper 
cette place, ou bien le 
syndics! doit procyder a 
de nouvelles elections. 

■ De meme. la ddmission 
des conseils des syndicats 
doit entraJner de nou- 
velles Elections. 

Quant aux actions d6ri- 
dees par les ddputds de 
I'opposition. elles s'inttf- 
ressent elles aussi unique- 
ment a ('aspect forme 1 de 
ce probleme. Motives par 
des raisons tadiques. ils 
sc sont lands dans la 
preparation d’une petition 
appelant 3 la tenue d’one 
session extraordinaire. 
Or. ils savenl ires bien 
qu'ils ne pou front jamais 
recueillir les 41 signa¬ 
tures n&essaires a la te¬ 
nue d'une telle session. Et 
on peut facilemcnl ima- 
giner que mfime s'ils v 
parvenaient. I'Assemblde 
adopterait il une large ma¬ 
jority les traits gendraux 
de ce nouveau code de la 
presse. 

En somme, il semble 
que rien ne soil fail pour 
tenter dc ndgocier directe- 
meni avec le gouveme- 
menl sur la base de pro¬ 
positions dquilibndes. el 
ce 11 I'aide de dels mo- 
yens de pressions. 

li reste aujourd'hui il 

souhaiter que les jouma¬ 
listes jordaniens puissent 
definir un plan d'action 
addquat lore de leur as- 

semblde edneraie prevue 

le 6 juin. Et si le conseil 
des minisires ne prend 
pas en cample leuns re¬ 
vindications. ils ne doi- 
vent sunoul pas faire ma¬ 
chine arriere. Ms ne 
doiveht en efl'et pas ou- 
bl'ier que cette loi tempo- 
rairc sera ddbattue lors de 
fe tenue de la premiere 
^ion . parlementaire, 
a Pds I'dlection d'une nou- 
vc *b assembles.® 

__Hnssein Abu-Rum man 



Les trois villes de la vie de Mona Saudi 

Depuis qu ’elle a realise sa premiere sculpture voilci plus de trente ans, Mona Saudi ne cesse de voyager entre trois 
villes: Amman, Beyrouth et Paris. Cette artiste jordanienne, consideree comtne la plus celebre hors du 
royaume hachemite, raconte son parcours artistique et devoile les projets qu’elle nourritpour sa ville natale. 


Recemment a Am¬ 
man avec sa demi&rc exposi¬ 
tion de dessins et dc sculptures 
qu’ellc a prdsentde dans sa 
propre mai son au centre Ab- 
doun. I'artiste jordanienne 
Mona Saudi, rfinstollde depuis 
peu au Liban. confesse son 
amour pour ies trois villes aux- 
quelles elle se sent appartenin 
Paris. Beyrouth et Amman. 

oLa maison dc Petre hu- 
main, c'est la terre entierc. En 
ce qui me concemc, j'aime viv- 
re Id ou il y a des chases qui sc 
passent, et e'est vrai qu'il y a 


trois endroils dans le monde ou 
je me sens chez tnoi*. declare 
Mona Saudi en parlant dc -la 
ville Jc Part par excellence— 
Paris-, de •la capitate Je la cul¬ 
ture Jtins le monde a rate *, - 
Beyrouth-, et bien entendu. 
d'Amman. la ou voi 13 cin- 
quantc-deux ans. elle recevait le 
«prccieux cadeau* de la vie. 

<* Tres jeunc, j’ai cu le senti¬ 
ment que, pendant cette pe- 
riodc limitce de temps qui m’a 
etc accordee. je devais pro- 
duire quelque chose de dura¬ 
ble. El c’esi dans cel esprit que 



La rivi&re ., une sculpture realisee en 1983 par Mona Saudi 
see a la banque du Caire a Amman. 


j'ui commence d nPexprimer 
d’une maniere creative par la 
sculpture. Ic dcssin et parfois 
la paesie*. confesse-t-elle. 

Lyceenne 3 Amman, au de¬ 
but des anndes soixante. Mona 
Saudi aime se retrouver devant 
lamphi theatre romain pour 
coniempler les sculptures en¬ 
core eparpilldes sur le site. -La 
Ciladelte et PAmphitheatre 
sonI les premiers el les seids te- 
moignages du passe qui m'ont 
fait refer a Phistoire et Pan dc 
cette region avant la grande 
decouvertc de Part oriental an- 
cien lorsqiur j’etais a 
Paris*, raconte-t-elle. 
• Jc me suis toujours 
identifier a Pesprit 
d’abstraciion de Part 
oriental, (qu'il suit 
egypticn. sumerien ou 
grec). dims le sens nit 
la nature n'est pas 
itniice. mais rccrcc de 
Jitfon synthetique ». 

A quinze arts elle 
s'initie a Carl plastique 
dans I'atelier du pein- 
ire Muhana Durra. •le 
premier artiste profes- 
sionnel jordanien •. 
Mais ce n'est qu’3 
Beyrouth, une annde 
plus tard, quelle entre 
en contact pour la pre¬ 
miere fois avec un ve¬ 
ritable milieu 

d artistes cl sculptturs 
d'art modeme. «A 
Paris, je suis partie 
pour traduire en rea- 
lite un reve 
d'enfancc». explique- 
t-elle. Etudiante a 
I'Ecole des Beaux- 
arts. elle realise en 
1965 sa premibre 
sculpture en pierre. in- 
liluiye Mere-Tefre et 
qui. selon rortiste. 
conLient I'essenticl de 
toute son reuvre ultfi- 
rieure d'une manifere 
•d la fois definitive et 
ouve nc*. 

En 1969 elle 
setablit a Beyrouth. 
P •une viUe a lu fois 


arabe et Internationale LS. 
elle approfondit son travail 
avec la pierre. en c here ham ses 
pro pres formes. £I£ment5, ou- 
tils. •Tres jeune, fawis fait 
quelques excrcices en pldtre et 
cn argile. mais j’ai choisi de 
luiller la pierre. car. pour mot, 
elle represente le materiel vi- 
vant ou se cachent les fonnes 
que je cherche •. pn£cise-t-elle. 
Les formes du dlbut. inspires 
par le corps humain, commen- 
cent aiore h prendre les ron- 
deurs d'une grains ou d un oeut'. 

• La forme pausse de 
Pinterieur. el. en enlevant le 
surplus, je la delivre dc la», 
pousuit-clle. La joie ressentie. 
apres des mois de travail, la 
naissance d'une nouvelle forme, 
est sur vie par un sentiment de 
frustration. Plus elle travaille, 
plus cllc a le sentiment d'avoir 
fail peu. car Tunivers des 
formes est i Hi mild. Et e'est 
comme cela que sa quete con¬ 
tinue avec ^patience, amour et 
espain*. 

Dix sculptures 
pour Amman 

De retour cn Jordanie en 
1983. trois de ses oeuvres mo- 
nu me n La les sont erig&s 5 la 
Municipalite d'Amman, la 
Banque du Caire el 1‘Universitd 
dc Technologic dlrbid. En tail- 
lant le calcaire. le marbre et le 
granit de differentes densittis et 
couleurs. die appr£cie en parti- 
culier les tres belles pierres ro¬ 
ses d'lrbid et Ic magniftque 
marbre vert de Daba (60 kins 
au sud d'Amman). Beaucoup de 
ses ceuvres ont etc exposes en 
1995 h Darat al Funun dans le 
cadre dune retrospective Mona 
Saudi, ainsi que dans une re- 
cente exposition de sculptures 
et de dessins inspires par le 
pofeme d'Adonis Les Tablenes 
de Petra. 

•Malgre Peffort el le temps 
qu’implique man travail je 
sens que je dois continuer sur 
cette voie +classique et demo- 
Jee+», confie-l-elle. Tout en 
les respcctant, elle ne se sent 
pas aitiree par les mat6riaux et 


Spectacle 

Un mime a meme de se faire aimer 

Avec leur spectacle Mime et Tysme, Thierry et Helene Deschautnes ont seduit les 
spectateurs d’Amman, Irbid et Aqaba. Grace aax gestes et a la musique, ils ont 
reussi a plonger le public dans un environnement fantaisiste et dynamique. 


Avant de se lancer 
dans ie mime, il dait musicien 
et s'interessait au theatre clas- 
sique. De son cot£, elle aimait 
la mise en scene et venait de 
terminer des dudes de publid- 
taire. El aujourd'hui. Thierry et 
Hd&ne Deschaumes forment 
un couple de grand talent, a la 
complementarity y ion name. Le 
passage Si Van muet reprfisente 
le fruit d'une volonid com¬ 
mune. •J'ai toujours aime le 
cote gestuel car il me pennel 
d‘exprimer plus de choses 
qu’avec les paroles ». explique 
Thierry Deschaumes. 

Depuis dix arts, tous deux 
montent des spectacles de 
mime qu'ils prdsentent dans le 
monde entier. en proposant aux 


diffdrents public une fa^on 
originate dc vivrc une represen¬ 
tation theStralc. •Un mime, 
e'est un artiste specialise qui 
esl capable de se mcltre dans lu 
peau de n'itnporie quel persan- 
nage. fl a pour mission de com- 
muniquer avec le public, de 
faire rirc, en. s'assurant que le 
public passe un bon moment. 
C'est pour cela que noire spec¬ 
tacle s'adressc a tous les pu¬ 
blics *■ ajoute Thierry. 

Dans Ic cadre de la semaine 
franv’aise organisee par Ie Cen¬ 
tre culture) franfais, Thierry 
Deschaumes s'est produit cinq 
fois en Jordanie. Irbid faisait 
partie de sa touradc jorda¬ 
nienne, oil il a proposd un spec¬ 
tacle d'une heure cr quart me- 
lam it la fois humour et 


dynamisme. 

Sur scene. Thierry De¬ 
schaumes a mime ii I’aide de 
gestes cl depressions du vi¬ 
sage des attitudes de tous les 
jours. • Lit vie quolidienne, 
avec ses soitcis et ses joics. esl 
noire theme principal 
d'inspirasion. Nous ercons au- 
tour des sketchs jantaisistes. 
mats toujours d'une maniere 
asscz simple * explique-l-il. 

De son cold. Hdlene esl char¬ 
gee de rythmer les sketchs 
grace ii des musiques et des 
bruitages. cn cherchant a trou- 
ver une harmonie entre Ic gestc 
ct le son. -* Entre nous cl le pu¬ 
blic. il y a un travail dc com¬ 
plicity explique Helene. 
• Quoad il reagit au moment oit 
on Ic souhaite. j'ai I impression 




Mona Saudi dans son atelier 
formes ullramodemes de type 
installation. Son reve. e'est de 
realiser plusieurs sculptures 
monumentales pour Amman. 
•Aire dix sculptures. Paspect 
de la ville changerait 
compleiemcnt*. pense-t-elle. 

Invitde 3 s'exprimer sur la 
situation actuelle de I'art jorda¬ 
nien. Mona Saudi ne sc con- 
sidere pas en mesure de 
I'evaluer. - C'est Phistoire et le 
temps qui filtrent la quantity de 
la qualile. le bon du mauvais. 
Pour le moment, routes les con¬ 
tributions, grartdes ou petites. 
ne peuvent qu aider au progres 
general*. avance-t-elle p ru¬ 
de m men L 


Le fait que I'art jordanien se 
trouve encore au ddbut' du 
chemin n'est pas un secret. De. 
son point’ de vue, pour' qu'il 
mQrisse. il a besoin d'un fort 
mouvement collectif et d'une 
veritable dcole des Beaux-arts. 
ainsi que d'un important musee 
d'archdologie et d'un musee 
d'art modeme. *Si mon aide ou 
opinion est souhaitee, jc suis 
prete h participer a la realisa¬ 
tion de ces projets*, ajoute-elle 
calmemeaL 

Comme exemple de 
•professionnalisme et tie selec¬ 
tivity*, elJe remarque 1'effet ca- 
talyseur de l'activite de Darat al 
Funun sur la vie artistique jor- 


danienne des anndes . 90. La 
maison d'Abdoun de Mona 
. Saudi sera. elle.aussi _peui-etre 
un cenjre de sculpture ou un. 
petit musee. I'artiste penser 1st 
donner un jour 3 sa ville natale. _ 
Depuis trente-deux arts, le 
modus vivendi de Mona Saudi 
est de •glorifier la vie et la 
terre* par 1'arL 
"C'est une grande satisfac¬ 
tion de vivrc constamment avec 
des projets creatifs* dit^elle. 
"Je ne travaille pas pour en 
faire une exposition, je ira- 
vaille tout court. C’est ma 
vie. 

AncadeMaio 


Droits de V Homme 

Un premier programme national 

A Tissue d’une conference consacree aux droits de THomme en 
Jordanie, un programme national a €te adopte. Celui-ci a pour 
but de permettre aux Jordaniens de mieux jouir de leurs droits. 


que Pan se connail depuis deja 
longtemps. * 

Les applaudissements qui 
ont accompagne leur represen¬ 
tation tymoignent du succcs ob- 
tenu auprfes du public d'lrbid. 
•Au debut, je pensais que cela 
serait ennuyant. Mais au bout 
de quelques instants, je me suis 
laisse prendre par le specta¬ 
cle*. explique Jalal Tamimi. 
ytudiant u l'universite d'lrbid. 

Une grande majority du pu¬ 
blic assistait pour la premiere 
fois a un tel spectacle qui per- 
met d'eviter complete mem 
Vohsiacle de la langue. «// o 
ires bien reussi a communiquer 
avec nous. Cette bonne com¬ 
munication repose sur la syn¬ 
chronisation entre les gestes et 
la musique *, commentc une 
autre yrudiante. 

Cette representation ires in¬ 
ventive a aussi donny de 
bonnes idiSes a certains specta¬ 
teurs. vC’ctait vraimetu epous- 
touflant « declare Mohammed 
Nassar. prof esse ur de ih&trc 3 
I'UniversitC du Yarmouk. 

• Nous fa iso ns naus-meines du 
mime avec nos etudiants. et 
nous avons beaucoup appris 
aujourd'hui grdee ii ce specta¬ 
cle. *M 

Nalied AJ-Khlouf 


Pour la premiere 

fois depuis I'amorce du proces¬ 
sus dymocraiique en Jordanie 
fin 89, un colloque s'est intyres- 
sy voil3 une dizaine de jours a 
Amman aux diff6rents aspects 
de la question des droits de 
I'Homme dans Ic royaume ha- 
chfimile. Simple ^incident*, le 
meme jour que cclui de son 
inauguration, le nouveau code 
de la presse yiait rendu public. 

Durant deux jours, les as¬ 
pects historiques et juridiques 
ainsi que les droits poliliques. 
civils. 6conomiques. sociaux et 
culturcls ont ytudics par une 
cinquantaine de person nes. Les 
droits de la femme, de ('enfant, 
des partis poliliques et de la 
justice, ainsi que le renforce- 
ment de ces droits, ont fait 
I'objct de discussions int€res- 
sames. Ce colloque yiait con¬ 
joint emeni organisd par le Cen¬ 
tre d'&udes de I'University du 
Yarmouk et le centre deludes 
Riada d'Amman. 

Ces discussions ont d£bou- 
ch€ sur I'adoption d'un 
«programme national pour la 
promotion des droits de 
I’Homme. en Jordanie*. «Le 
dyveloppement de la democra¬ 
tic passe ndccssaircmcnt par la 
ryforme de la Constitution*, af- 
firme ce document, le premier 


en son genre. Le programme 
dresse une syric de lois dont 
carmines anides entmvent ces 
droits: les lois sur les elections, 
sur les publications, sur les 
prisons, sur le statut personnel 
de la femme, sur le travail,... 

Le programme exige la levye 
de certaines reserves for mu Ides 
par Ie gouvemement jordanien 
lors de la ratification de cer- 
(nines conventions intematio- 
nales. concern a/it notamment 
regality entre hommes et 
femmes. L'adoption d'une loi 
sur le droit des enfams a elle 
aussi yty r£clamde. Et dons le 
domaine judiciaire. des rd- 
formes importantes s'imposenl 
pour permettre au ciloyen jor¬ 
danien de disposer de tous ses 
droits. 

L'objectif de ce colloque yt- 
art de ndpondre clairement 3 
une question: le processus dy- 
mocratique lanctS fin 1989 


avance-t-il, ou bien. comme le 
prdtendem certains, effeeme 
aciuehemeni un retour en 
arriferc. Pour beaucoup de par¬ 
ticipants. ce processus a connu 
des hauls et des bas, avant 
d'enclenchcr la marehe arridre 
apres la signature du tnrity de 
paix avec Israel. 

L'adoption dans le m£me 
temps du code sur la presse et 
la publication esl venue com¬ 
puter cette rtiponse plutot ny~ 
gative. Et peut avam la dflture 
de cette conference, une tren- 
laine dc participants ont en- 
voyd un ic Id gramme au Pre¬ 
mier ministre jordanien Abdel 
Salem Majaii pour iui demand- 
er d'abroger cette loi qui cons- 
tilue «une atteintc 3 la liberte 
d'expression et a celle de la 
presse.*® 

Suleiman Sweiss 


C’est la vie 

. • L'agendafranqais d'Amman 

Cinema 

Fin du cycle consacxe au rdalisateur Claude SauteL 
Le 2 juin a 20h3O au CCCL, Max et les ferrailleurs (1974). 


Thierry Deschaumes sur la seine du theatre desJardins du roi Abdallah a Amman. 


Vous voulez ecrire en fran9ais? 

Alors n'hes'rtez-pas a col laborer 
a la redaction du Jourdain. 

Que vous soyez passionne d’economie, 
de politique, de faits de societe ou de 
culture, vos articles nous interessent. 
Pour tout renseignement, contactez 
Olivier Bras au Star au 645 380 / 652 380. 


Exposition 

L'artiste Guy Ferrer 
prdsente ses ceuvres 
(sculptures et ta¬ 
bleaux) au CCCL jus- 
qu'au 19 juin 1997. 
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Activities 


RpySfCHltural Centre. 661026/7 

;^om»Bpeotrc Library. 820 ini 

.■^gStisfcCooncn .636147/S 

■fir^ntb Cultural Centre.. 6 T 7 mg 

tPW* * nslitule _ ” MjtMi 

MMA --«iw? 

;X»rai^ Funun- 

A^^tGanery-" M9303 

S#a#a Air Gallery... mtY£ 

&U&M Mashini TheeiiT.. SH w 

Mstem-s nwsrziSS 


M«n . . 677420 


Plaza Cinema 


Philadelphia Cinema. 5 ^ 4^44 

aiu . - Sports Clubs 

Spons City.667181/5 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club -. 736572 

‘ Royal Cbess Club.... 673711 

Rwal Racing Chib.. 09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.. 676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Jordan Library.843555 

R - SC * N .. 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


0 jDock your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
ySA.-ewAY Bldg.. 6SHNANA Center - Jabs- AlhUSSier. & DOWNTOWN call S803S7 


The Prime Ministiy.. 641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.... 686151 

Awqnf & Islamic Affairs...666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman_636391 

Education & Higher Education_669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources_815615 

Finance.. 636321 

Foreign Affairs..._.... 644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information...641467 

Interior Ministry ....1.663111 

Justice. 663101 


Labour-- —698186 

Municipalities & Environment...... 641393 

Parliamentary Affairs —.-.64111 * 

Planning.........644466 

Post & Communications-624301 

Public Health.. ..665131 

Public Works & Housing ....-668481 

Social Development.. 673191 

Supplies..-...— 602121 

Tourism & Antiquities........-642311 

Transport.... 641461 

Water & Irrigation...- 680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


.641271/2 

. 673246/7 

•• *3235—. 644635 

ggsg.-*...664148/9 

gran&n. 642183 

; :..675683 

- BaWfcu® .. 818151 

, . 666124' 

T g jjg 8 ,-.-. 823360 

' ASP* 11 ® Honorary Cons .... 677559 

r . . . .-671813/666135 

- Pga»h Consulate Gen.603703 

• Consulate 824654/824676 

—.-. 641273/4 

r*. 689351 

. 671331/2 

ftjfo ■:. 637262 

aajmesian.. 828911 

g?* 2 . 639331 

jgfr-.638185 

.. 672486/7 

.-. 675135/8 

Jj^an ...693101/3 

Wanese .641381 

S? 1 -. 641451 

{fe&eriands.691525/694089 

J'tetv Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

ftqitb.Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

g™. 686155 

nkistani .. 622787 

Westlne...677517 

Apple's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines. 645161 

ft&sh..637153 

Qatari —. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

SbUtii Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

5ri Lanki.683905/704960 

Stoih Korean.660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Russian... 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 


_ Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot........641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Ajr Canada.630879 

Air France..666055/667824 

Air India . 688301/2 

yr Lanka .682140 

Abtafo.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen)..653691 

America West Airlines.694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings-894484 

Austrian Airlines., 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines__665909 

British Midland..694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific...628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air..630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines_ 622275 

Iberia...637827/644036 

Iran Air.. 622826 

Japan Airlines .630879 

KLM.- 622175 

Korean Airlines - 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PhilHppine Airlines_640200 

P1A . 625981 

Polish Airlines.62598! 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian __678321 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.SA.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.... 622147 

I United Airlines......641959 

USAirways....694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian_637380 

Thai Airways —...». 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish AirKnes...659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen ABa Airport..... (08; 53200 
RJ Flight Info__(08) 53200 


United Kingdom..823100 . 

United States.....820101 

Aqaba Hotels 

Yemen .....— 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

P9TWA 694351/8 

Al-Cazar ... 314131 

Aqaba--314091 

KRC . 688645 

UNDP/WFP__668171/7 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel_316636 

Aquamarioal .. ... 316250 

Coral Beach. ..313521 


Hobday Infl..312426 

UNESCO. 606559 

Miramar---314340 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police...192/62111! 

Civil Defence H.Q. I93/I98/IP9 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance. 199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

j Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

AI-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-AI-Muhajrcen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints_656390/91 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 



Special offer 

From 1 nntH 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 



Hotel Suites 

A Luxury Tel 
Comfort 

t Servicel 

* 1 ■'* 

Location • -• 


Sweifvieh 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


ss=? “ " 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


/*• 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 




v* orcc. s No.; Pizza CitaEni 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Etching Gifts available 
t:c.< c:: rizzc H:s “ 


HOSPITALITY 

> 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Te!:314131/2. 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

9 Body skin iraHmi iu 
O Make-up 

O European manicures A 
padicure.s 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


j tr m issird 
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1 re meM pie^e.-ipie snapping 
e'.penence .Ysjas: 

\eryihinr you Jieea. al icu prices. 
AmmJr;-7th Circlr TsJ. S!4129 



TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel:666705 



Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 

'JzSlUZC 

Tel. in .-.jar- 
p’ - s5S>‘:5. 7a-;. Hir.SZZ 
A bdou r.. ~.i ;r.-•viita.^ch Center, 


The first & best 

Chinese Resturant 


1 st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily J2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 



Your first choice in Aqaba 

fesaf ~J3S^v: 

For reservations call (03) 316636 1 

AQABA GULF HO ILL 

Fax (03) 318246 | 

* r. * * 
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yL’s cEimiE pob aroiK services 

* professional Drychaning 

*Shoes Repair 
*Dammg 

•Eagffanng . 


S a it 1 iva\ - Tel: 6853 1 1 


■t] The German Fashion E~n. 
Boutiques Rereman I a- Harare, 
Jansrd 



offhJwro B.ERJJ BERGER f- 


Centers 


/U ~' t*679M7&821W _ 


"Tarbiage cakkiaTI 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 





Wasfi Al-TalSL 

Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 



RentaCar carriage carriage 


Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


Znff.S.iMr V U IVU V II A, 

wHku Villi —r. 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center ; Mecca Sl Phone : 821656 & 814714 


- ..a. ■■ l —^ !■' w' *. r ’ 

we offer:- 

♦ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check _ \ 

Automatic & Manual car wash services ♦ wheel balance maintenance \ ^ j 

❖ Oil Change \ zax\ke$J 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 7 ■ 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Tel.: 698005 


■ ‘ ■ ' i 1 
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Computed 
companies !V ‘ 

Welcome-to-The- 
Star’s Workstation, 
the absolute source 
on what’s hot and 
what’s not in 
Jordan’s IT market.. 
Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
StareNETS.com. Jo 
with your news and.: 


The new system for Top Level Domains 

Why the changes were 


necessary 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Slur 


THE FIRST article on the new 
system Tor Top Level Domains 
gave an overview of the 
changes to he made. This final 
article will outline the reasons 
lor the new system and how 
it will eliminate, or greatly 
reduce, the pitfalls of the 
older registration system 
monopolized by the Network 
Services Inc. 

One of the most serious 
pitfalls of the alder system 
has been the “stealing" of 
well-known names— 

trademarks and commercial 
names—in top level domains. 
The culprits in these cases are 
usually individuals or firms 
that hope to benefit form the 
usurpation of a famous name 
by selling the domain name 
back to its rightful owner. To 
remedy this, the new system, as 
stipulated by the memorandum 
of understanding signed at the 
conference hosted by the Inter¬ 
national Telecommunication 
Union, will setup international 
independent panels of experts 
administered by the World 
Intellectual Property Organiza¬ 
tion to look into, and decide, 
domain name disputes. The 
World Intellectual Property 


Organization is a Geneva based 
organization already in charge 
of worldwide protection of pat¬ 
ents. trademarks and copyright. 
In effect, the new system 
extends the jurisdiction of this 
organization into Cyber space. 

Another pitfall of the old sys¬ 



tem was of a more technical 
nature; with the NSI's monopo¬ 
lizing the registration of generic 
top level domains, some other 
organizations tried to create 
their own generic top level 
domains and propagate them 
along the domain name servers 
of the Internet. Such “rogue reg¬ 
istries" threatened to undermine 
the stability and reliability of the 
Internet name space. It 
shouldn't be surprising to know 
that one of these rogue top level 


domains was -and what else- 
“ sex"!? 

The important implication of 
the adopted “gLTD-MoU" 
stems form the fact that the 
greatest players on the Internet 
scene—such as MCI. France tel¬ 
ecom, UUNet and many oth¬ 
ers—pledged to or already 
signed iL This means that an 
effective end to the pitfall of 
the older system is not only 
possible but inevitable. The 
major proposals in the MoU 
that will establish the new 
system can be summed up by 
the following; 

I B The generic Top Level 
Domains will be considered 
as public trust and dealt with 
accordingly. 

■ The 28 registrars will be 
selected on a world wide 
basis by lottery among appli¬ 
cants that meet objective techni¬ 
cal and business criteria. 

fl The registrars will be 
supervised by a Council of Reg¬ 
istrars (CORE). CORE will be 
established as a Swiss non-profit 
association and will act as a 
depository of a shared database 
to maintain the integrity of ail 
allocated domain names by the 
registrars. 

B Administrative Domain 
Name Challenge Panels will he 
responsible for arbitration and 


Stating that 15,000 PCs were sold in Jordan last year and 
that the market is growing: 

Microsoft sets its sights on Jordan 


IN A visit to Jordan, earlier this 
month. Mr Ahmad Chemi. gen¬ 
eral manager of Microsoft Mid¬ 
dle East, stated that Jordan was 
a market that Microsoft was 
seriously pursuing. 

According to Mr Chemi. 
15.000 computer systems were 
sold in Jordan last year, making 
the country an appealing 
growth market. Accordingly. 
Microsoft is seeking to build an 
effective structure of distribu¬ 
tion and sales channels in 
Jordan. 

This will be achieved by the 
appointment of official, author¬ 
ized dealers who will be well- 
equipped to handle software 
support and services; through 
Microsoft's support. 

Also, regular seminars and 
lectures will be held in Jordan 


Microsoft 


to keep local distributors up-to- 
date and to maintain continued 
development of their skills, 
which arc passed onto custom¬ 
ers in ihc form of quality 
service. 

Commenting on intellectual 
properly rights. Mr Chemi 
called on the Jordanian Gov¬ 
ernment to battle piracy and 
said that Microsoft would 
introduce a Hot Line plan in 
the country hy which citizens 
would he able to inform offi¬ 
cials of copyright violations, in 
return for rewards. 

Regarding Microsoft's 
upcoming products. Mr Chemi 


announced that Arabic Micro¬ 
soft Office 97 would be availa¬ 
ble in Jordan soon and so would 
the Arabic version of Windows 
NT 4.0. 

Additionally, he said that 
Windows 97 (English version* 
would be introduced in the Jor¬ 
danian market before the end of 
this year. 

These announcements are in 
line with Microsoft's commit¬ 
ment to introduce the latest 
products in the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket simultaneously with the 
official launch of these prod¬ 
ucts. B 


mediations, while a Policy Over¬ 
sight Committee and Policy 
Advisory Board will be in 
charge of addressing public con¬ 
cerns and will have policy over¬ 
sight functions. As mentioned 
earlier the Panels dealing with 
domain name challenges will he 
administered by the World Intel¬ 
lectual Property Organization. 

B The three older generic 
Top Level Domains (".com", 
■‘.net" and “.org”» that are cur¬ 
rently administered hy the NSI 
will be excluded from the provi¬ 
sions of the new system until the 
agreement with the NSI ends in 
March. 1998. After which they 
will be subject to its provisions. 

Vim Cerf. affectionately 
called the father of (he Internet 
because of his work in develop¬ 
ing the I ntemet* s underly i ng 
protocol TCP/IP. reportedly said 
that “this MoU brings maturity 
and stability to the future self- 
governance of the Internet-'' No 
one knows what's best for a 
child but his parents, so wc will 
take Mr Cert's comment as the 
final testimony to the viability 
of the new system. B 

Email: 

abbassi@nets.com.jo 


News update 


Afaq Version 6.0 arrives 

# A Jordan-based software 
developer called Smart Solu¬ 
tions. has announced version 
6.0 of its integrated accounting 
package. ‘Afaq'. 

Afaq requires a minimum of 
4MB RAM and u 386 proces¬ 
sor to run. It provides function¬ 
ality under networking environ¬ 
ments including Windows 95 
and DOS. . 

Afaq is made up of four 
main sections. These arc 
accounting, inventory, invoic¬ 
ing and managerial systems. In 
addition. Afuq oilers a number 
of specialized modules, to suit 
the particular needs of users. 

These modules include 
‘Afaq for Medical Laborato¬ 
ries*. ‘Afaq for Hospitals' and 
‘Afaq Payroll". For more infor¬ 
mation. Contact Smart Solu¬ 
tions at telephone 689880. 

Novell reports lower 
profits 

• Novell has reported 20 
percent lower profits than last 


year, for the first quarter of 
1997. However. Novell state 
lhat these figures do not cor¬ 
rectly reflect Lhe performance 
of Novell, which has actually 
grown in certain fields such as 
networking operating systems. 

According to Novell, last 
year's high profits fin the first 
quarter) were due to the sale of 
some of some of the companies 
businesses projects. 

Color Quick Cam from 
Connectix 

B Connectix has introduced 
a consumer-based video cam¬ 
era for your computer, called 
Color QuickCam. 

This unit- fits on top of your 
screen and allows users to add 
images to business reports, 
video conference on the net uti¬ 
lizing Connectix Video Phone 
and more features. 

It comes complete with soft¬ 
ware for Windows or 
Macintosh. 

For more information on 
Color QuickCam. contact 
Aptec in Dubai on telephone + 
971 4 595536. 


Global One is the Only provider of full Internet services in Jordan. 


Sales Depatment Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 Ermail: info@go.com.jo http:// www.go.com.jo 
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The attack of Mac 
compatibles 

WELL. IF you've been an Apple ^ntosh u^ fw 
years, who has suffered, from the flood of IBM PCs*' 
patibles. you will be very pleased to know tfat Apple > 
sion to license its Macintosh operating-system has oen 

^AhSdy? there arc four major suppliers of Macinwjjj c< 
patibles. and the machines are true I? the original- m oi^ 
words, they maintain perfect compMibility. due to a 
of standards set by Apple.in tenm ofhardware and softwm^ 
These Macintosh compatibles are produced by Motorw^ 
Power Computing, UMAX and Day Sum;. 

Comparisons between the latest models'of these comwn t 
bles. based around the Apple Quadra 950/have shown simtl^ 

"Moving away from the top configured machines, fbe rariggj 
of Macintosh compatibles provided lay each company 
own characteristics. For example. Power Computing tends m. 
otter computers that are multi-pnpdsesystems, with a tot-oi; 
options and reasonable speeds. • • • •' • 

While UMAX and Motorola are targeting power users, in= 
keeping with both their reputations for .intensive apphcatiorr- 
solutions. In.any case, all these developments are. good news 
for Macintosh users. It may mean the wide spread use of Map-, 
intosh-based computere. to at least slightly challenge the IBM 
PC Compatibles standard (based on Intel processors and run* 
nine Windows). For how. It seems unclear who in Jordan is 
offering each of the above mentioned brands. So far. we have 
been informed that Ideal Systems is the distributor for Power: 
Computing systems, and. possibly.A1 Nashir Technical Sefr 
vices .would know if and when the UMAX Mac-cbmpaubles. 
will be available in Jordan. Motorola computers, which are 
mainly servers, are represented in Jordan by Computer & 
Engineering Bureau (CEB), who would also be the.company _ 
to ask about Motorola’s Mac-compatibles.' • ' 7 7 

So. accordingly, we might see the Mac-compatibles present- 
in the Jordanian market. It should be interesting to see how 
these machines will be priced. In.fact, by the time they get JO 
Jordan, they may not be priced competitively at all. The uadi- ^ 
tional sectors in Jordan which utilize Macintosh computera— 
design, prepress and printing—would definitely be interested; 
in brands other than Applet For now, it would be safe to adopt : 
the attitude of ‘better late than never to herrid-in the overly-. 
postponed arrival of Mac compatibles. .Who knows, maybe 
they will hold the answers to Apple r s-troubIesrB.>^^'- 
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Arabic Music, through the Web! " 

ACCORDING TO a report in BITE Middle East, there are 
several sites of the World Wide Web that, offer- samples of-. 
Arabic music! .' 7.. 7 7' 

These mainly offer the works of Arabic music's greats like 
Urn Kulthoum, Fayrouz, Marctl KhaJiefeh, Abdel Halim 
Hafez and others. Such sites represent a positive reflection Of 
what the Internet can do for the cause of spreading Arabic cul- 
lure, part of which is contemporary music works/ i : = 

Artists featured on these sites! ore known worldwide, but , 
having them on the Internet mejms thin (heir fegacy will be; 
carried onto a next generation, of]techno-minded youngsters.:;--' 
la any case, if you would liketo check some of these sites. 
for yourself, here are some addresses; ." _ 

B httpti/almashriq.hiofjio/’egyp 1/700/780/ 

nmKn uilthn nm/nm-kaltfaoomJifinl 
B http://oreg3DO.wustl.edu/-abed/htdocs/audio-htroJ 
B bttpti/almasbriqJriof.oa/general/70Q/78Q/ -7* 
Abdel Halim Hafez/ - ‘ 
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Rounding up the world of soccer 


-a 


By Alex Johnson 


Brazil; Like it or not, Gremio delivers 
the goods. The club, as well-known for 
its collection of red cards and suspen¬ 
sions as for its collection of titles, added 
another Copa Brasil (Brazilian Cup) to 
its trophy chest last week, lying Fla- 
mengo 2-2 to win the cup on road' goals 
(the first game at Gremio's stadium in 
Porto Alegre ended scoreless). It's the 
third cup for Gremio since 1989 and (he 
fourth straight year it has won a 
major title, to go with the 1994 
Copa Brasil, the 1995 
Libertadores Cup and 
the 1996 Brazilian 
championship. 

Mexico: Toros Ne/.a 
stormed hack from a 2- 
I deficit in the first 
game with a 3-1 victory 
over the weekend to eliminate Nccuxa 4- 
3 on total goals in the Mexican semifi¬ 
nals. That means Neza plays Guadalajara 
for the summer championship this week 
after Guadalajara’s 1-0 win over Morelia 
evened their series at 1-1; since the Mex¬ 
ican league doesn't use tiebreakers, 
that's how it ended, and Guadalajara 
advances because it finished ahead of 
Morelia in the standings. Neza's home 
game is Wednesday, with the return in 
Guadalajara on Sunday. 

UEFA Cup: Schalke 04 won the UEFA 
Cup. its first European trophy ever, last 
week when it beat heavily favored Inler- 
nuzionale of Milan in a penalty-kick tie¬ 



breaker. The final had ended I -1 on total 
goals. Schalke was six minutes from 
winning the cup in regulation, nursing a 
1-0 lead from the first game in Gelsen¬ 
kirchen. when Inter’s Ivan Zamoamo 
scored off a throw-in to force extra time, 
which ended scoreless. 

After the game. Inter coach Roy 
Hodgson, who was already leaving at the 
end of the season to return 
to England, resigned effec¬ 
tive immediately. Club 
President Massimo 
Moraili asked Hodgson 
to reconsider, but he 
reportedly refused. Inter 
can still qualify for the 
European Champions League 
finishing second in Serie A. 
and with the club in third place with one 
game left. Hodgson's resignation comes 
at an extremely awkward time. 

“I'm sorry that the fans consider 
Hodgson the guilty party.'' Moratti said. 
"... I know Hodgson well. He doesn't 
deserve such a mortification." 

Belarus: Belshyna Bobruisk beat 

Dinamo-93 Minsk 2-0 in Minsk to win 
the Belarussian Cup. The final was 
scoreless until Vasily Smimykh and 
Dmitry Balashov both scored in the last 
eight minutes. 

Belgium; Outsiders Liersc won its first 
league title in 37 years over the week¬ 
end, beating Standard Liege 3-0 to clinch 
first place. 

England: Graeme Souness resigned as 
coach of Southampton over the weekend 



Stefano Eranio 

after less than a year in charge. For Sou¬ 
ness. who just managed to avoid relega¬ 
tion on the last day of the season, it's the 
second managerial flop in England; he 
was forced out at Liverpool several years 
ago after failing to duplicate predecessor 
Kenny Dalglish's success. Most recently. 
Galatasaray of Turkey tired him just last 
year even though he won the Turkish 
Cup. Reports from both Eng/and and 
Italy have Souness moving down to the 
Italian Second Division to try to rebuild 
his reputation with Torino. 

Italian international midfielder Stefano 


Dortmund coach says 
‘Golden Goal y rule unfair 


JJUNICH. Germany—Borussia 

“Ortinund coach Ottmar Hitz- 
<cld said Tuesday he did not 
■jEfxx with the principle of sud- 
® n death in Wednesday’s 
“ropcan Cup final against 
Juvenius. 

b - the match is not decided 
f‘ ler 90 minutes, the first team 

tL w:orc * n extni l ‘ me wiH w * n 

, l ™phy. the first time the 
nS ■ g mI" role has been 
m the world's most pre- 

Mqpous C | uh competition. 

v? mie was introduced for 
uk-Thm time at a major event 
cham g - ,asi . European 

jT^apionship finals in Eng- 

cv cn though the Ger- 

TVf UlC Czwh Re P ub,iC 

Eur o 96 final with a 


“Golden Goal." coach Bern 
Vogts said the rule was not fair. 

Hitzfeld said: “> agree with 
Berti Vogts that it's unfair. One 
mistake and things con change 
within seconds. You don't get a 
chance to make up for an error 
like you do when you con con¬ 
centrate on playing 30 
minutes." 

The Germans are bidding to 
win the European Cup for the 
first time in contrast to holders 
Juventus who have won the 
competition twice and have 
much more international expe¬ 
rience than their opponents. 

The last time the two teams 
met in a European final was in 
the 1993 UEFa Cup when 
juventus destroyed the Ger¬ 


mans 6-1 on aggregate. 

Hitzfeld acknowledged that 
his team were the underdoes 
tor the final in Munich's Olym¬ 
pic stadium but said he was 
looking for inspiration from the 
1983 final when Hamburg 
upset the Italians 1-0 in Ath¬ 
ens. the last time a German 
club won the trophy. 

“I remember that well with 
that great goal from Felix 
Magath. That is something for 
us to look up to." Hitzfeld said. 
“It was a sensation in Athens. 
Hamburg were the outsiders 
then too and Juventus the 
favourites.'' 

Despite their lack of experi¬ 
ence in the European Cup final. 
Dortmund have an array of 


internationals in their ranks, 
many of whom played an 
important part in both the Ger¬ 
man national team's 19**) 
World Cup triumph and Iasi 
year's Euro 96 victory. 

Wing back Reuter, who 
played for the former West 
Germany in the 1990 World 
Cup final, agreed that Dort¬ 
mund had lost their top form in 
recent weeks in comparison to 
the brill jam performances from 
Juventus who clinched the Ital¬ 
ian title Iasi Friday. 

But he added: “We haven't 
managed to play as well as we 
wanted to but wc can lift our¬ 
selves for big games. The Ger¬ 
mans have that ability." ■ 


Eranio will join Premier League Derby 
County next season. AC Milan, prepar¬ 
ing for a massive shukcup after its disap¬ 
pointing season, decided not to offer 
Eranio. who won his 30th cap last 
month, a new deal when his contract 
expires at the end of the season. 

France: Eric Cantona's lawyer said last 
week that the Manchester United star 
retired because he knew he would not be 
in the national team for next year's 
World Cup final round. National team 
coach Aimc Jacquct. who dropped Can¬ 
tona from the team in 1995, is presumed 
to believe (hat he has better players than 
Cantona to choose from, although he has 
always been careful in praise Cantona, 
who is still odds-on the most popular 
player with the French public. Bertrand's 
com men is tend to bear out speculation 
that Cantona had had no differences with 
United and walked away From the game 
rather than be humiliated by being 
rejected for a World Cup in his home 
country. “Jacquei has left Eric no hope." 
Bertrand said. United is not convinced 
that Cantona means business. It's contin¬ 
uing in pay his $23.000-a-week salary on 
the presumption that he'll show up for 
preseason training in July. 

Germany: Buycm Munich clinched its 
record 14lh title over the weekend when 
it bent VfB Stuttgart 4-2. With one game 
fell. Bayern leads Bayer Leverkusen by 
Tour points after Leverkusen was crushed 
by Cologne 4-0. For Coach Giovanni 
Trapaunni. who has had a rocky year and 
a half at B-aycrn. the title is the 18th 
league or cup trophy lie's won in his 
coaching career. 

Holland: PSV Eindhoven won the Dutch 
title over the weekend by heating Willem 
11 Tilburg 3-1. it's PSV's 14th champi¬ 
onship hut the first since 1992. when 
Ajax begun its dominance of Dutch soc¬ 
cer. Fcyenonrd heal Heercnveen 4-2 to 
solidify its hold on second place, which 
would put it in the Champions League. 

Italy: Juventus. the best soccer team in 
the world, clinched its 24th champion¬ 
ship Iasi week. A 1-1 draw at Atalanta 
put first place out of reach of the rest of 
Serie A. Since 1994. the Turin club has 
won i wo league lilies, the European Cup. 
the Intercontinental Cup. the European 
Supcrcup. the Italian Supcrcup and the 
Italian Cup. It will likely win its second 
European title on Wednesday. 

Russia: In a significant upset. Krylya 
Sovictov Samara beat Rotor Volgograd 
1-0 in the Russian Cup quarterfinals last 
week. Thai sets up a semifinal, this .week 
against Lokomotiv Moscow, who beat 
cross town rivals Torpedo 2-J. The other 
semifinal is a dream matchup between 
Dynamo Moscow and Zenit St. Peters¬ 
burg. The final is June 11 in Moscow. 

Scotland: Kilmarnock won the Scottish 



A draw between Sweden and Poland 

Cup 1-0 over Falkirk in Glasgow over 
the weekend. The cup is Kilmarnock's 
first since 1929 and its first major trophy 
of any sort sinee it won its only Scottish 
title 32 years ago. Fears about low atten¬ 
dance at only the seventh cup final since 
1957 without either Rangers or Celtic 
proved unfounded; almost 49,000 specta¬ 
tors turned out at Rangers' Ibrox sta¬ 
dium. Kilmarnock's success this season 
earned coach Bobby Williamson a new 
three-year contract a few days before the 
final. 

Spain: The coronation of Real Madrid 
may not take place after all. Real was 
upset l-U by Athletic Bilbao over the 
weekend to reopen the championship 
race. With the loss. Real, once a seem¬ 
ingly invincible nine points ahead of the 
league, has seen its lead shrink to only 
two points over Barcelona with three 
games to play. With Barcelona playing 
as well as it has been, you almost have to 
favor it for the title 

Defending champions Atlelico Madrid 
made a lowball offer of about $12 mil¬ 
lion last week for Brazilian striker 
Juninho. who wants to leave Middles¬ 
brough after its relegation from the Eng¬ 
lish Premier League. Middlesbrough is 
expected to lei Juninho go for the right 
offer; (his one isn't it. 

Switzerland: No surprises in the Swiss 
Cup semifinals: Lucerne beat Schaft- 
housc 2-1 and Sion dubbed Fribourg 5-2 
last week. Their final is June 8. 

- Ukraine: Shakhlar. Donetsk became 
one of the rare Ukrainian clubs to wrest 
a trophy away from Dynamo Kiev over 
the weekend when it beat Dnepr Dne¬ 
propetrovsk 1-0 in the UkraincCup final. 
An impressive crowd of 30.000 saw the 
game in Kiev. 


Australia: The Brisbane Strikers won 
the championship over the weekend, with, 
a 2-0 victory’ over Sydney United in ; the' 
Grand Final. An Australian soccer record 
ciuwd of 40.446 turned out for the final 
in Brisbane, in which Brisbane player- 
coach Frank Farina, a veteran of several 
European clubs, scored the winner. 

Iran: The Asian confederation sus¬ 
pended Farshad Falahai and Nacim San- 
bavi of FC Piruzi for a year after they 
tested positive for steroids during., the 
Asian Club Championships in Malaysia, 
in March. The suspensions arc the first 
since the confederation reformulated its 
testing procedures after three' Saudi 
national team players tested positive at 
the Asian Cup in December but escaped 
punishment because or faulty testing 
procedures. 

South Africa: The national team threat¬ 
ened to go on strike hours before-lust- 
weekend's exhibition against England in 
Manchester, holding out for more 
money. South African officials accused 
the players of being “greedy and mercen¬ 
ary" and said their demands jeopardized 
youth development in the country, to 
which the federation had hoped to direct' 
the proceeds of the game. In the end. 
they gave in. upping the players' appear¬ 
ance fee by a total of about $200,000. 
complaining that the deal meant the fed¬ 
eration would lose money on the game. 
In a statement, the federation said. “Wc 
now face the dilemma of having to can¬ 
cel future international engagements 
because the match fee will not cover thc- 
cxccssive demands of the players." Eng¬ 
land won 2-1. ■ 
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